
F I R S T
PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H
OAKLAND
AD                        1853

Making God’s 
welcome known

S
u

n
d

a
y

, 
F

e
b

r
y

a
r

y
 1

9
, 

2
0

2
3

Ce
le

br
at

e
Bl

ac
k 

H
is

ot
ry



I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

Prelude

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  
• Please feel free to take the Sanctuary fl owers home to enjoy after the service. 

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E

Your steadfast love, Lord, never comes to an end. In our unfaithfulness, God you are 
ever faithful to us.
The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever.
You god, are a right-now God. Your righteousness is greater than the Atlas Mountains 
of Africa; your judgments are as deep as the Nile River. Regardless of our infi rmities and 
frailties you save all of your creation none of us is overlooked.
God’s sure and ready love never comes to an end.
Through the storms of life, the tragedies of family, the injustices of society, your love 
remains steadfast as you provide shelter in our storm-tossed lives. 
The steadfast love of the Lord endures forever.
No matter what, God you are our source of abundance: our water when we get thirty; 
our food when we are hungry. The rivers of life fl ow from you. You are out light in dark-
ness. You know all of creation by name; you know the desires of our hearts.
Continue to love us, God, through the love of Jesus Christ. For your steadfast love en-
dures forever, a sure and ready love that never, ever ends.

One:

All: 
One: 

All: 
One: 

All: 
One: 

All: 

Come to Jesus 



Hymn #735: I Need Every Hour

Gathering Prayer
God of glory, grace us with your presence. Overwhelm us with your love. Guide us 
with your wisdom and fi ll us with your Holy Spirit, as we worship and praise you 
this day. 
Amen.

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Here’s my confession, God, I do not put my trust in your and it puts me to shame. Whoever 
my enemies are, they have nothing on the damage I do to myself – let me admit it, I have 
lost my way and need directions: your ways, your paths, your truth. Teach me.

And another confession, Loving One. God, I am not compassionate or loving. So fi nite, so 
small that eternity seems a dream. I’m shaky and not at all trustworthy, sometimes I need 
your compassion, salvation, eternal viewpoint. Teach me.

And still another confession, God. I do not follow your guidance and it makes me blush. 
Whatever my youthful sins, my transgressions haunt me. Let me say, I have lost my way 
and need directions: your streadfast love, your goodness, your faithfulness. Show me the 
way.

One:

 
 

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer       

In the name of the one who loves unconditionally, we pray.
Amen

One:
All: 

by Valerie Bridgeman Davis

Response #792: There is a balm in Gilead
(refrain) 
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
there is a balm in Gilead to health the sin-sick soul. 

(verse 1) 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

Please stand as you are able



For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns

Prayer

Sermon

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Children may leave with Godly Play with leaders. 

One:
All:
One:

Hymn

We don’t know what we don’t know

Hymn

You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud or fi ll out a prayer card and place it 
in the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

One:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

Luke 19: 1 –10 Scripture Lesson
One:

T H E  W O R D

He entered Jericho and was passing through it.  A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on ac-
count of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for 
I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 
All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, 
I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four 
times as much.” Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 
he, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

Sung by Brian Philpot

#286: Breathe on me Breath of God



Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.  
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving

One:  The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of salvation
One:  Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Communion Music I’m on the Battlefi eld for my Lord 

Knowing how much God has given us, let us come with grateful hearts to off er our tithes 
and our gifts.

One:

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Please stand as you are able

Invitation to Community Life 

Hymn Pass me not O Gentle Savior  

Prayer of Dedication 
Embolden us, Mighty God, to give us fully as we have received. Multiply the gifts we 
return to you now, that they may empower the lives of many with your glory and your 
grace.
Amen.

One:

All:

verse 1
Pass me not, O gentle Savior
Hear my humble cry
While on others Thou art calling
Do not pass me by

verse 2 
Let me at Thy throne of
mercy
Find a sweet relief
Kneeling there in deep contrition
Help my unbelief

verse 3
Trusting only in Thy merit
Would I seek Thy face
Heal my wounded, broken spirit 
Save me by Thy grace

verse 4
Thou the spring of all my comfort
More than life to me
Whom have I on earth beside 
Thee? Whom in Heav’n but Thee?

refrain
Savior, Savior
Hear my humble cry
While on others 
Thou art calling
Do not pass me by



S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y
Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz

Litrugist:   Devyon J
 Guest Musician:   Herman Waters

Song Leader: Marilyn Reynolds
Guest Singer: Brian Philpot

Communion Set Up: Diane Hill and Martha Bauman 
Godly Play: Di Pagel and Ruby Prinz

Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Fellowship Time Refreshments:  Provided by Malaka Wilson-Greene 
(Oakland) and Erica Freeman (Los Angeles) founders of “Two Chicks 

in the Mix” a black-owned, woman-owned bakery.   
https://www.twochicksinthemix.com/

Postlude

Benediction

In God’s strength and power,
we go now to serve.
In God’s glory and grace,
we go now with humility and love. 

One:
All: 
One: 
All: 

God be with you 
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Forgiveness Workshop with Joel Mackey 

Honoring Mary McClleod Bethune
Super Soul Sunday - February 26

Community Women’s Orchestra March 4
Celebrate February Birthdays! 
Catalyst Youth Network Expands Program

Special Events February 22 



The Community Women’s 
Orchestra  Celebrates 
International Women’s Day
Come and celebrate women everywhere!  The 
Community Women’s Orchestra will perform 
great works in honor of all women on Saturday, 
March 4 at 4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Works 
featured include: 
   *    Germaine Tailleferre: Pastoral de Amazone  
    *     Florence Price: Ethiopia’s Shadow in America
   *    Monica Chew: Letter to Oakland 
   *    William Grant Still: Serenade
   *    Samuel Coleridge Taylor: The Bamboula,  
         Rhapsodic Dance For Orchestra, Op.75

We continue to celebrate Black History Month 
on Sunday, February 26, concluding the 
celebration. We are referring to this Sunday as 
our "Super Soul Sunday," featuring The Lucy 
Kinchen Chorale, a well-known local choir, led 
by the late Lucy Kinchen's daughter, Lori Willis.  

Come to Super Soul Sunday Feb. 26

Please be sure to join us! There will be a potluck 
after the worship, so please bring a dish to share. 

Catalyst Youth Network Expands Program to Two Days Per Week
The Catalyst Youth Network (CYN), one of First 
Church’s newest community partners, has 
expanded its after school program to Mondays 
and Wednesdays. CYN fi lls in the gap for  Emiliano 
Zapata Street Academy students and off ers them 
access to the opportunities and resources that 
they need to fi nd success, including a stable 
environment and a network of service providers 
and mentoring resources. The program helps 
students fi nd paths to success outside of school 
as well as connections needed for eventual 
employment or academic careers.  

For tickets, please visit: 
communitywomensorchestra.org. 

This  "Super Soul Sunday" also features special 
health information from the National Council of 
Negro Women (NCNW), a health initiative of the 
Northern California Region which is being spread 
to many faith-based institutions/organizations 
on this day.



Mary Jane McLeod Bethune was born in South 
Carolina  1875 and died in Florida in 1955.  She was 
the fi rst in her family not to be born into slavery. 
She was educated at Scotia College and Moody 
Bible Institute between 1888 and 1895.  

Dr. Bethune started the Daytona Literary and 
Industrial Training Institute for Negro girls in 
1904 with $1.50.  The school started with fi ve 
little girls and in less 
than two years grew 
to 250 students. She 
founded the Mary 
McLeod Hospital and 
Training School for 
Nurses, the only school 
of its kind for African 
American women on 
the east coast. 

Daytona Normal 
merged with Cookman 
Institute for Men of Jacksonville, Florida in 1923 
and became Bethune- Cookman College, now 
Bethune-Cookman University.

Dr. Bethune was appointed by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt to the National Youth Administration 
in 1936. In  Roosevelt’s administration, she 
became the Director of Negro Aff airs in 1939, 
overseeing the training of tens of thousands of 
Black youth.  

Through her close friendship with Eleanor 
Roosevelt, she lobbied for integrating the 
Civilian Pilot Training Program to the campus 
of historically Black colleges and universities, 
leading to the fi rst Black pilots in the country, the 
most famous being the Tuskegee Airmen.

“Without faith, 

nothing is possible. 

With it, 

nothing is  impossible.” 

Mary McClleod Bethune

The Extraordinary Life of Mary McLeod Bethune

“The drums of Africa still beat in my heart.  They 
will not let me rest while there is a single Negro 
boy or girl without a chance to prove his worth.” 

Mary McClleod Bethune

She was President of the National Association of 
Colored Women, founder of the National Council 
of Negro Women, and served as its president 
from 1935 to 1949.  President Truman appointed 
her as a delegate to the San Francisco Conference 
where the United Nations was founded.



Street Report 
By  Lexine Alpert

Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 
Friday, February 10: Devon to Western Service 
Workers, Chris installed at the gate a new sign and 
fl yers of food distribution in downtown Oakland. 
Food delivered from Food of God program. Eggs 
came from Food Not Bombs; instead of Nancy. 

Saturday, February 11: Paul and Dorothy picked 
up Good Eggs. Devon and Henry picked up at 
Whole Foods. Food Not Bombs delivered foods 
from Omni. Steve, Bryan, Terri and Bill were in 
the kitchen. Eggs were boiled for Sunday and 
Monday lunches. Foods was organized, labelled 
and instructions were made and emailed to 
Sunday team leaders. Carmelo and team picked 
up foods for Berkeley Presbyterian Homes. Teri 
and Bryan put together the Monday menu and 
food brought out of the freezer to defrost. Sandy 
delivered useful items.

Sunday, February 12:  Ann, Louise (lead) Martha, 
Peter, a new volunteer back for the second 
time, Nia, Jan, Michele, Daniel, Kyong, Stewart, 
Betsy, Laura, Pauline and Dorothy, Victor, and 
Matthew. Meat/cheese sandwiches with fruit, 
chips, hardboiled eggs, and desserts. Michele 
who works for Ghirardelli chocolates brought 
us some Valentine candy. Lorraine and Gay 
distributed at the gate. 80 lunches to Carmelo 
and the team to deliver with 80 pairs of socks. 

Monday, February 13: Teri, Dave T, Barbra G, 
Hunter,  Barbara T, Jan, Natalie, Beth, Dan, 
Tom, Pam, Diane, Crissi, Shirley, Trish, Joanne, 
Bonnie, Victor and Paul. Fruit salad, green 
salad, roasted chicken, pizza, turkey meatballs, 
squash, pumpkin, carrots, snap peas with kale, 
mushrooms with green beans, Brussels sprouts 
with tofu, stuffi  ng with cranberry sauce, wild 
rice with hardboiled eggs and desserts. Clothing 
distributed, water bottles, hygiene kits, jackets 
and bottles of milk were given out. 140 meals 
were made; 85 went to the streets.

So much to report from this last Monday.  Claire 
(a new volunteer) joined me and we distributed 
approximately 87 meals, as well as bagged 
lunches, blankets, backpacks, socks and the 
last of the sanitary kits. Several people again 
commented on how delicious the meals were.

We also learned that Chief...my favorite dog on 
the street had been hit and killed by a car. The 
owner, Rondel, who absolutely adored his dog, 
was unimaginably saddened.  When I asked 
about Chief, he broke down and sobbed, even 
collapsing on the ground in tears.  I returned the 
next day with a blown up poster of Chief...a sign I 
had made with "RIP Chief...best dog ever." 

I hung it up on the fence next to where Rondal 
has resided for the last few years.  I also brought 
black stones and surrounded Chief's burial site 
and created a heart of the stones.  I was about to 
leave when Rondal returned from an errand.

He just couldn't believe that Chief was going to 
be remembered in this way.  He couldn't thank 
me enough.  For those on the streets, a dog can 
be the only companion, the one who provides 
love, comfort, a warm body to sleep next to, and 
an endless tail wagging when we return to our 
home/shelter.   



Parish Associate Joel Mackey is interested in 
creating a group on forgiveness.  Forgiveness 
is integral to the journey we partake with God, 
others, and ourselves.  

Forgiveness is also a pathway to healing and 
repairing relationships.  Yet the act of forgiving 
can be diffi  cult to undertake as we live in 
community with each other.  The group will 
explore biblical themes of forgiveness and share 
our stories, challenges, barriers, sorrows, and 
joys, connected to forgiving others and forgiving 
ourselves.

Group size will be between 7-10 participants.  We 
will meet for 4-6 weeks.

Contact Joel at joelmackey@comcast.net

Celebrate February Birthdays
Be sure to wish the following people a very happy 
birthday this month! 

Feb 2: Gwendolyn Bucholz
Feb 5: Bill Bradshaw
Feb 8: Saul Marquez
Feb 11: Barbara Goodroe
Feb 13: Matthew Inadomi
Feb 16: Lorraine Provost
Feb 16: Marian Walton
Feb 18: Maria Ekwoge
Feb 22: Cole Provost
Feb 22: Judy Rowan
Feb 24: Dorrie Dodge
Feb 28: Rose Mary Richmond

At the  beginning of each month,  Temple Tidings 
will feature the list of birthdays for that month. To 
be sure your birthday is included, please provide 
the month and day of your birth to your deacon if 
you haven’t already done or email to micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org

Ash Wednesday service will be held at noon on 
Feb. 22 in the sanctuary. Ash Wed is the start of 
the Lent Season (40days leading up to Easter). 
Come and join us for a time of prayer, music, and 
self refl ection.

Black Poetry Celebration - Feb. 22  at 7 pm (via 
Zoom) - From Phillis Wheatley to Paul Laurence 
Dunbar to James Weldon Johnson to Langston 
Huges and Gwendolyn Books, we are blessed 
with so many inspiring black poets who help 
us see the world, both the beauty and tragedy. 
Come and join us, bring a favorite poem by a 
black poet, and share it with us.

Mark Your Calendars for Feb. 22! 



Elders
Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth 
Cureton, Chris Weber, Di Pagel, Gay Plair Cobb, 
Erick Bevington, Elizabeth Goodwin

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Derrick Polk, 
Su Coburn, Pauline Ahanotu, Monrovia Prinz

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3810
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Micheline La Mont. Photos 
by Lexine Alpert, Chris Weber. Temple Tidings is a 
weekly publication. All are welcome to contribute 
news, events and opinion. Please email Micheline 
La Mont at micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org to 
submit content. 


