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Spread some  Love Today!
Forgiveness Workshop with Joel Mackey 
Get to Know: Marilyn Reynolds  
Honoring Thurgood Marshall 

Marian Walton Turns 100!
Church Directory Being Updated 



Get To Know: Marilyn Reynolds 

Get to Know is a Temple Tidings feature focusing on 
church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

What I love the most about First Church?
I love the warmth of the members and our 
community together. I love the collaboration of 
our church with other community organizations, 
i.e. Head Start, Habitat for Humanity, Mandela 
Partners, Western Service Workers, etc. 
What are my hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland? 
I want our chruch to grow in membership and 
infl uence with the City of Oakland. Continunce of 
the contract with Head Start is involvement with 
the City of Oakland. 

What gifts/skills would you like to use within 
our church community or share with others? 
Singing, speaking, reciting poetry. 

What is a story from your life that other 
members should ask you about? 
Community organizing with Alliance of 
Californians for Community Empowerment 
(AACE). Singing with the South African Freedom 
Song Choral locally and in South Africa. 

Happy 100th Birthday Marian!

A native Californian, Marian Lorraine Brooks was born 
February 16, 1923 in San Francisco.  She married Bob 
Gordon Walton in 1944, who served as a pilot in WWII. 
He and Marian made a home in Oakland 59 years ago 
and had two daughters, Terry Ann who lives in Fairfi eld, 
and Jan who lives in South Lake Tahoe. Marian also 
has four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
Bob passed away in 1994. 

When asked what her advice is for living a long, 
happy life, she recommends, “have a good, positive 
attitude; don’t hold a grudge - just move on; and 
most importantly have faith in God.”  Marian sets a 
great example of how God’s love and light can shine 
through a caring heart and be a blessing to others.

First Church will have two centenarians with Marian 
Walton joining Marian Kerr, who is 103 years old.

Our dear friend Marian Walton celebrates her 100th 
birthday on February 16! Everyone at First Presbyterian 
Oakland joins together in sending her loving wishes 
and prayers for a joyful day. Marian has been a member 
of the Church for over 25 years.  During that time, she 
has generously provided support and volunteered her 
help in a variety of areas. This petite, energetic lady is 
best known for her vitality, style, humor and warmth. 
She played tennis weekly well into her mid 90s and 
even a year ago you had to set a good pace walking 
just to keep up with her. She was a member at Chabot 
Canyon Racket Club, competing in tournaments 
against other Bay Area clubs for many years.



Thurgood Marshall was born in Maryland in 1908 
and died in Maryland in 1993.  In 1967 he was 
nominated to the Supreme Court by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson and was confi rmed by the 
US Senate, becoming the fi rst African American 
to serve on the Court, serving from 1967 to 1991.  
He graduated from the historical Black school 
Lincoln University, was denied admission to the 
segregated University of Maryland Law School, 
and graduated fi rst in 
his class from Howard 
University Law School. 

Turning the University 
of Maryland Law School 
discrimination policy on 
its head, immediately 
after graduating from 
Howard, he represented 
the local chapter of the 
NAACP in a successful 
lawsuit overturning the 
University of Maryland’s segregation policy. This 
was only the fi rst of a long list of civil rights cases 
he won, including the most famous and most 
consequential of them all:  Brown v. the Board 
of Education of Topeka, Kansas. He had almost 
thirty victories before the Supreme Court. He 
founded the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in 1940 
and served as its fi rst Director-Counsel.  

Marshall was the chief legal architect in 
Brown v. the Board of Education, in which the 
Supreme Court ruled unanimously that which 
is separate is inherently unequal, and therefore 
unconstitutional.  The core phrase of that 
decision changed American society forever.

 It applied not only to public schools but to every 
place opened to the public: libraries, parks and 
playgrounds, swimming pools, restaurants, 
hotels, bus stations, train stations, and all others. 

“In recognizing 
the humanity 
of our fellow 
beings, we pay 
ourselves the 
highest tribute.”
  
Thurgood Marshall

It was the most profound and sweeping decision 
since the Civil War. 

Justice Felix Frankfurter asked Marshall during 
oral arguments what he meant by “equal,” and 
Marshall replied, “equal means getting the same 
thing, at the same time, and in the same place.” 

There is no equal under the law without 
remembering Thurgood Marshall. 

Honoring Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 



Thank You, Devon Winger! 
By  Bill Coburn 

Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Meet Devon Winger who has been one of the 
program’s signifi cant food pick up volunteer 
for about a year. Devon, who has come to our 
team with Rajiv, grew up in Oakland, graduated 
from Oakland Tech and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 
She has been available almost every Saturday 
morning, picking up food from Whole Foods, 
often, depending on schedule, with Rajiv and 
Henry. Not only on Saturday morning, Devon 
has quite often accompanied the Monday food 
distribution team. She has been noted as being 
a natural with food distribution; additionally, she 
has been available for Friday pickups to Good 
Eggs and Western Service Workers, often driving 
a pickup truck with a great ease.

Devon is about to take a job with Bay Area 
Community Services as a counselor, requiring her 
to be with them full time during the week. Devon 
has seamlessly been able to do all these tasks, 
and everyone has enjoyed her positive, friendly, 
and engaging presence. We wish her well with 
her new job, which seems like a good fi t for her 
and expect she will be as successful with that as 
she has been working with us.

Friday, February 3
Steve did the pickup at Good Eggs and Western 
Service Workers. Henry did a pickup at Arizmendi 
and brought items Saturday morning.

Saturday, February 4
Chris and Paul pickue up at Good Eggs. Devon 
and Henry went to Whole Foods. In the kitchen 
was Terry, Bryan and Bill. Food was organized 
and pulled from  freezers for Monday. The menus 
were prepared, and instructions prepared for the 
Sunday and Monday teams. Received donation 
from Sandy. Berkeley Presbyterian Homes picked 
up food. FNB delivered food.

Sunday, February 5
Sunday volunteers: Ann. Martha, Steve (sandwich 
lead), Betsy, Najma, Nia, Laura, Erica, Kyong, 
Devyn, Maile and her daughter Gigi and friend, 
Pauline, Derrick, Bonnie, and Dorothy. Lunches 
were hot dog sandwiches, chips, apple/oranges, 
desserts, and pastries. Sandwich bags, coff ee 
and extra food was given at the gate. Food prep 
for the Monday meal. Carmelo and his wife, Jaz, 
delivered meals to folks living on the street.

Monday, February 6
Volunteers included Teri, Paul, Shirley, Natalie, 
Dan, Diane, Joanne, Trish, Crissi, Barbara and 
Bonnie. Veggie roast with gravy, diff erent types 
of pork with various sauces, various types 
of beef, with various sauces, spaghetti, and 
potatoes. Sweet potatoes, beans with rice, 
broccoli, caulifl ower, green salad. Desserts and 
pieces of fruit. Additional packaged, prepared 
salads were also distributed. 88 meals went with 
Lexine and 40 went to the gate. Teri brought 
aprons to donate for everyone (for volunteers 
to take home to launder) to help minimize our 
weekly laundry load.Clothes were distributed, as 
well as hygiene kits and 15 gallons of water.



Church Directory Being Updated

If your information needs correction and you 
haven’t already submitted it through a deacon, 
or if you would like to be added to the updated 
directory, please email  your name, address, 
phone number birthdate and email along with 
a photo of yourself and your family to our 
community relationships manager, Micheline 
La Mont at micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org.  

Parish Associate Joel Mackey is interested in 
creating a group on forgiveness.  Forgiveness 
is integral to the journey we partake with God, 
others, and ourselves.  

Forgiveness is also a pathway to healing and 
repairing relationships.  Yet the act of forgiving 
can be diffi  cult to undertake as we live in 
community with each other.  The group will 
explore biblical themes of forgiveness and share 
our stories, challenges, barriers, sorrows, and 
joys, connected to forgiving others and forgiving 
ourselves.

Spread Some Love Today!

During fellowship time today, the congregation 
is invited to make Valentines for our home-bound 
members and others who could use a little extra 
love.  We provide the art supplies; you provide 
the creativity and love.

Group size will be between 7-10 participants.  We 
will meet for 4-6 weeks.

Contact Joel at joelmackey@comcast.net



Elders
Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth 
Cureton, Chris Weber, Di Pagel, Gay Plair Cobb, 
Erick Bevington, Elizabeth Goodwin

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Derrick Polk, 
Su Coburn, Pauline Ahanotu, Monrovia Prinz

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3810
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Micheline La Mont. Photos 
by Bill Coburn, Martha Bauman. Temple Tidings is a 
weekly publication. All are welcome to contribute 
news, events and opinion. Please email Micheline 
La Mont at micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org to 
submit content. 

Ulysses Kay (1917-1995) is an internationally 
renowned American neoclassical composer of 
symphonic, chamber music and choral works; 
he also wrote fi ve operas including “Frederick 
Douglass.” Trained in violin, piano and saxophone, 
he studied at the University of Arizona. Written 
in 1943, the Suite in B for oboe was premiered in 
Rome in 1949 when Kay was in residence at the 
American Academy in Rome as a recipient of the 
American Prix de Rome.
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

Prelude

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E

Hallelujah, my siblings, God is our everything! Will you be a witness?
Yes, Lord, we will be witnesses. We will celebrate the goodness and mercy of our God, 
Hallelujah!
We will seek peace, mercy, and justice and be sources of them. We will tell our children 
what God has done through the ages. Will you be a witness?
Yes, Lord, we will be witnesses. We will shout from the rooftops that our God is a rock 
in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. We will worship you and be your instru-
ments in the world.
Hallelujah, we are witnesses for a God of mercy and love. Let’s worship and live like chil-
dren of royalty and grace. Hallelujah!

One:
All: 

One: 

All: 

One: 

Suite B  
 Ulysses Kay 



Hymn Soon-A Will be Done 

Gathering Prayer
Gracious God, so often we have missed your presence because we are looking for 
you clothed in a particular way. Let this time of worship be an encounter with you 
that will enable us to behold you in all people we meet and all the situation we greet. 
You are from everlasting to everlasting, so we are confi dent that you are here; help 
us to be aware of your holy presence. Lord, enrich this act of worship with the power 
of the Holy Spirit, we pray in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Lord we confess we suff er today because of sin, either sins we have chosen or sins laid on 
us by others. We have done things we should not have done, and neglected to do things 
we should have done. Save us from ourselves, save us from forces of Evil in this world. 
We don’t have the power to undo what has been done, so grant us grace to bear every 
burden and courage to change the things we can. 
Amen.

One:

 
All: 

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer       

In the name of the one who loves unconditionally, we pray.
Amen

One:
All: 

(refrain)
Soon A will be done-a with 
the troubles of the world
The troubles of the world
The troubles of the world
Soon Ah will be done-a with 
the troubles of the world
Goin’ home to live with God.

(verse 1) 
No more weepin’ and a wailin’
No more weepin’ and a wailin’
No more weepin’ and a wailin’
I’m goin’ to live with God

(verse 3) 
I want to meet my Mother
I want to meet my Mother
I want to meet my Mother 
I’m goin’ to live with God

(verse 4) 
I want to meet my Jesus 
I want to meet my Jesus
I want to meet my Jesus 
I’m goin’ to live with God
  



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns

Prayer

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Children may leave with Godly Play with leaders. 

One:
All:
One:

Hymn Somebody Prayed for Me

You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud or fi ll out a prayer card and place it 
in the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

Musical Assurance  of Pardon 

Please stand as you are able

(verse 1) 
Somebody prayed for me, 
had me on their mind
They took the time and prayed for me.
I’m so glad they prayed, (2 times)
I’m so glad they prayed for me.

(verse 2) 
The preacher prayed for me,
had me on his mind,
He took the time and prayed for me.
I’m so glad he prayed (2 times)
I’m so glad he prayed for me.

(verse 3) 
My mother prayed for me, 
had me on her mind,
She took the time and prayed for me.
I’m so glad she prayed, (2 times)
I’m so glad she prayed for me.

(verse 4) 
Jesus prayed for me, 
had me on His mind,
He took the time and prayed for me.
I’m so glad He prayed, (2 times)
I’m so glad He prayed for me.  

Balm in Gilead

Poem Freedom Train 
Langston Hughes



For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon California Slavery: Making Peace With Our Past

Hymn #661: His Eye is on the Sparrow 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

One:
All:

Galatians 5:1Scripture Lesson
One:

T H E  W O R D

So Christ has truly set us free. Now make sure that you stay free, and don’t get tied up 
again in slavery to the law.

Invitation to the Off ering 

God does not want extravagant gifts. God wants people who value justice and faithful 
love, people who walk with God. Let us give freely today so that others may experience 
justice and love. Give so that others may walk beside God. 

One:

Ushers will collect the weekly off ering. Donations, 
Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the 
off ering plate. You may also make a donation by using 
this QR code on your smart phone:

Off ertory All Good People
Delta Rae

Elizabeth Thorne Scott

Vincente Guerrero

James Douglas

Thomas Starr King



S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y
Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz

Preacher: David Alexander 
Litrugist:  Lorraine Provost, Henry Gardner

 Guest Musician:  Joe Warner
Song Leader: April Edwell 

Godly Play: Di Pagel and Elizabeth Goodwin
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi

Fellowship Time Refreshments:  Martha Bauman

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Invitation to Community Life 

Hymn

Benediction
May the Spirit that leads through fi re and fl ood. The Spirit that baptizes with power. The 
Spirit of expectation and hope. Lead, strengthen and guide us this week and always. Amen

One:

O Happy Day 

Prayer of Dedication 
These off erings belong to you, LORD, for you are the source of every blessing and joy. 
Employ these gifts to build your realm. Send them into the world to heal the sick, feed 
the hungry, and reconcile us to one another. By our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and 
our service, make your church a true instrument of peace. 
Amen.

One:

All:

Ride on King Jesus

Oh happy day, Oh happy day, 
Oh happy happy day, Oh happy day
When Jesus washed, Oh when he washed
When Jesus washed, He washed my sins away!
(sing twice) 

Oh happy day, Oh happy day
He taught me how, He taught me
Taught me how to watch
He taught me how to watch and fi ght and pray
Fight and pray, Yes, fi ght and pray
And He’ll rejoice
And He’ll rejoice in things we say
And He’ll rejoice in things we say
Yes, things we say

Oh happy day, Oh happy day
Oh happy day, Oh happy day
Oh happy day, Oh happy day
Oh happy day, Oh happy day
When Jesus washed, Oh when he washed
He washed my sins away

He taught me how to watch, fi ght and pray
Fight and pray
Oh happy day, Oh happy day
When Jesus washed, Oh when he washed
He washed my sins away
We’ll live rejoicing, ev’ry day, ev’ry day
Oh happy day, Oh happy day
When Jesus washed, Oh when he washed
He washed my sins away


