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Church Directory Being Updated 

Forgiveness Workshop with Joel Mackey 
Get to Know: Derrick Polk 

Dr. Carter G. Woodson, Black History Month

First Church Attends Oakland Ceasefi re Walk 
Spread some Love on February 12 
Knitting Club Meets Saturday 



Get To Know: Derrick Polk 

Get to Know is a Temple Tidings feature focusing on 
church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

What I love the most about First Church?
First Church is a church that provides an 
atmosphere of vibrant and meaningful worship. I 
admire how our church is grounded in community 
and fellowship. 

What are my hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland? 
I love to see our congregation grow and become 
an even brighter beacon for Oakland. 

What gifts/skills would you like to use within 
our church community or share with others? 
I would love to bring my artistic skills, event 
planning and outreach to First Church. 

What is a story from your life that other 
members should ask you about? 
Being raised in both Mississippi and California. 

First Church attends January 27  
Ceasefi re Walk 



Honoring Dr. Carter G. Woodson - Creator of Black History Month 

Carter G. Woodson, the creator of Black History 
Week and later Black History Month, was an 
educator and historian. He was born in 1875 
and died in 1950. He was the second African 
American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard, the fi rst 
being W.E. B. Du Bois.  Having to support both 
himself and his family, he was not able to enroll 
in high school until he was 20 years old. 

In 1915 he was a founder of the Association for 
the Study of Negro Life and History, later to be 
called the Association for the Study of African 
American Life and History, with primary focus on 
African American past, beginning with slavery. 

Based on rigorous academic research and 
scholarly works by others, Woodson set out 
to balance the skewed historical portrayal of 
African Americans’ contributions to America's 
history and culture.

In 1976, on the fi ftieth anniversary of Black 
History Week, it offi  cially became known as Black 
History Month. February was chosen to honor 
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass.



Street Report 
By  Lexine Alpert 

Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, January 27
Rajiv picked up at Whole Foods and Good Eggs. 
Nancy from Food Not Bombs delivered eggs. 
Food of God delivered vegetables.

Saturday, January 28
Rajiv, Devon, Henry picked up from Whole Foods. 
Paul and Dorothy picked up from Good Eggs. 
Henry picked up from Arizmendi. We received 
bread from Firebrand. Berkeley Presbyterian 
Homes picked up food.

Sunday, January 29
Sandy delivered useful items for use and distribu-
tion. We thank Dorothy and others for spending 
extra time on Sunday putting donations away af-
ter the sandwich prep and distribution. Chicken 
salad sandwiches with chips, apples and dessert. 
Tivo did the distribution and took late arriving 
pastries to the streets. The Sunday team includ-
ed: Ann, Stewart, Betsy, Namja, new volunteer 
Eva, Laura, Aaron,Stacey, Dorothy, Pauline, 
Bonnie, Derrick, Nia, Nina and son Jack, Matthew 
and Victor. Vegetables were prepared by the 
team: brussels sprouts, cooked and uncooked 
and a million green beans. Extra food items were 
distributed at the gate. Dorothy made extra 
lunches for the gate distribution.

Monday, January 30
Spaghetti sauce was prepared, Sat, Sunday and 
continued and fi nalized early Monday morning 
for the Monday lunch. This was a team eff ort 
that included excellent grilling skills of deacon 
Derrick. Also, spaghetti, parmesan cheese, green 
salad, desserts, fruit salad and absorbing bread 
to soak up spaghetti sauce in the lunch boxes. 
Volunteers included: Barbara T, Dave, Hunter, 
Dan, Natalie, Shirley, Diana, Trish, Bonnie, Jo-
anne, Beth, Crissi, Jan, Paul, Victor, and Anthony.

This Monday, my friend Connie visiting me from 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, joined me to give 
out food on the streets of Oakland. She admits 
that she has never seen so many people on the 
streets left homeless. It was shocking for her to 
experience the desperation and hopelessness we 
encountered, the mental illness, the elderly living 
in the cold, abandoned by their society.  It is truly 
sad that we have become so accustomed to this 
approach to the poor in America.

We distributed approximately 87 meals, lots of 
wraps and salads as well as blankets, socks, hats, 
jeans, hygiene kits and many other items your 
members had donated.  

I came across this dog I have been concerned 
about for weeks, chained to the ground with no 
shelter. I had previously off ered money to the 
owner to rescue the dog, but he was very hostile 
and told me the dog was none of my business. 
This visit, I learned the owner was gone and left 
the dog in the care of another homeless woman. 
I spoke with her, gave her food and a great pair 
of rubber-soled slippers, and she told me I could 
have the dog. This made me so happy. I unchained 
the sweet dog and drove her to Berkeley Animal 
Shelter. The staff  there instantly fell in love with 
the sweet dog and felt they could easily fi nd her 
a home as she is young, friendly, and beautiful.   



Church Directory Being Updated
A lot has happened since September 2020 when 
the last church directory was published. If your 
information needs correction and you haven’t 
already submitted it through a deacon, or if you 
would like to be added to the updated directory, 
please email  your name, address, phone number 
birthdate and email along with a photo of yourself 
and your family to our community relationships 
manager, Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org.  

Associate Pastor Joel Mackey is forming a 
discussion group to share with and support 
each other on our experiences with forgiveness.  
Forgiveness is integral to the journey we partake 
with God, others, and self.  Yet the act of forgiving 
can be diffi  cult to understand and experience as 
part of our journey in community with others.  
Participation in this group is an opportunity to 
explore biblical themes and personal experiences 
with forgiveness.  This is an interactive group as 
we will share our stories, challenges, barriers, 
and joys connected with forgiveness. 

Group size will be between 7-10 participants.  We 
will meet 4-6 weeks.  See Joel Mackey for details 
and to sign up. 

Spread Some Love February 12

During fellowship time next Sunday, February 
12th, the congregation is invited to make 
Valentines for our home-bound members 
and others who could use a little extra love.  
We provide the art supplies, you provide the 
creativity and love.

Next Saturday, February 11th, the Knitting Club 
will meet at Julia’s house from 2 -4.  Knitting 
supplies, basic instruction and tea provided.  All 
are welcome.  Contact Julia for the address: in 
person at church or via email: jmarquez@fb cl-
visa.com.

Knitting Club Meets Saturday



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3810
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert, Chris Weber, 
Micheline La Mont. Photos by Carol Enoch, Lexine 
Alpert and Micheline La Mont 
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

Prelude

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E

My Lord, what a morning! You have raised up a mighty nation and a mighty people.
And we are strong, proud, and yours.
My Lord, what a morning! You have brought us through the dips and hollows, up and 
down the streets, over the hills and mountains and through the valleys.
And we are strong, proud, brave, and yours.
My Lord, this morning, we have come to celebrate you, to affi  rm ourselves as images 
of you in all your glory and to say “Yes, Lord, we are strong, proud, brave and yours in 
every way.” We count it all joy!

One:
All: 
One: 

All: 
One: 

Go Down Moses 
 



Hymn #358: Steal Away  

Gathering Prayer
Loving God. As we step into this worship service, reveal to us what is righteous and 
good. We invite you, God, to give us your love and your peace on this struggling 
journey. God, our comforter, we invite you to help us in seeking abundant life. Fill 
this church community with your goodness and mercy. God of comfort, we willingly 
welcome you into this place. 
Amen.

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
We are yours, Lord, though we fi ght for control. Take our lives; make us yours;
Take my moments and my days; let them fl ow in ceaseless praise.
We are yours, Lord, though our busyness gets in the way. Take our days; make them 
yours.
Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.
We are yours, Lord, even though our feet don’t always move with your Spirit. Take our 
feet; make them yours. Amen.

One:
All: 
One: 
All: 

One: 
All: 

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:       Amen

Assurance of Pardon 
The righteous will never be moved. Their hearts are fi rm and secure in the Lord. May our 
passion for justice and righteousness keep you near the heart of God.

One:

Response #792: There is a balm in Gilead

Please stand as you are able

(refrain) 
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
there is a balm in Gilead to health the sin-sick soul. 

(verse 1) 
Sometimes I feel discouraged and think my work’s in vain,
but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 



1 Kings 18: 1 - 18Scripture Lesson

One:

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns

Prayer

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Family Worship Sunday. Children remain with the congregation. 

One:
All:
One:

Hymn # 408 : There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit

You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud or fi ll out a prayer card and place it 
in the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

T H E  W O R D

After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year of the drought, say-
ing, “Go, present yourself to Ahab; I will send rain on the earth.” So Elijah went to present 
himself to Ahab. The famine was severe in Samaria. Ahab summoned Obadiah, who was 
in charge of the palace. (Now Obadiah revered the LORD greatly; when Jezebel was killing 
off  the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets, hid them fi fty to a cave, 
and provided them with bread and water.) Then Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the 
land to all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we may fi nd grass to keep 
the horses and mules alive and not lose some of the animals.” So they divided the land 
between them to pass through it; Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah 
went in another direction by himself.

As Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him, fell on his face, and 
said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord that Elijah is 
here.” And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would hand your servant over to Ahab 
to kill me? As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom to which my lord has 
not sent to seek you, and when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would require an oath 
of the kingdom or nation that they had not found you. But now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.



For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

Sermon

Sermon Continued
Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

The Prophetic Necessity

Hymn #775: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.  
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

One:
All:

that Elijah is here.’ As soon as I have gone from you, the spirit of the LORD will carry you 
I know not where; so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot fi nd you, he will kill me, 
although I your servant have revered the LORD from my youth. Has it not been told my 
lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a hundred of the 
LORD’s prophets fi fty to a cave and provided them with bread and water?  Yet now you 
say, ‘Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here’; he will surely kill me.” Elijah said, “As the LORD
of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.” So Obadiah 
went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” 18 He an-
swered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father’s house, because you 
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals.

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving

One:  The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of salvation
One:  Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Communion Music Up Above My Head

Knowing how much God has given us, let us come with grateful hearts to off er our tithes 
and our gifts.

One:



S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Preacher: Joel Mackey

Litrugist:  Henry Gardner 
 Guest Musician:  Joe Warner 

Communion Set Up: Diane Hill and Chris Kovach
Song Leader: Anne Margaret Manay and Marilyn Reynolds

Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Fellowship Time Refreshments:  Gay Plair-Cobb and Henry Gardner

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Invitation to Community Life 

Hymn

Benediction
May we go from this place strengthen by God’s daily bread to speak truth to power, unity 
to the scattered, and maturity to the childish. To the only God who fees us and sustains, 
to this God, our Lord and Savior be all power, glory, and dominion, now and forevermore. 
Amen.

One:

Wade in the Water 

#339: Lift Every Voice and Sing 

Prayer of Dedication 

Lord, we come now to off er our talents, our hearts, our love – our everything. You continue 
to make a way when there doesn’t seem to be one. You ask that we lay everything on the 
altar and be made whole. Lord, we do. Bless, keep, mold, shape, heal us in every way. 
Amen.

One:

All:

 

Commissioning of New Elders and Deacons

 Elders – Di Pagel, Erick Bevington, Gay Cobb, and Elizabeth Goodwin
 Deacons – Su Coburn, Pauline Ahanotu, Derrick Polk, and Monrovia Prinz

          a) Do we, the members of the church, accept (names) as elders or deacons, chosen   
                           by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

                          b) De we agree to encourage them, to resepct their decisions, and to follow as they   
                       guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is the Head of the Church? 


