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 First Church Home to Local Organizations

 Donate to the Coat Drive January 1 & 8
 Food Ministry Feeds Many in Need  

Busy December for First Church Events 



First Church Participated in Oakland Ceasefi re 10th Anniversary Walk
Members of First Church and their friends 
participated in the monthly Oakland Ceasefi re 
walk and 10th Anniversary of the event earlier 
this fall. Pastor Matt and his friend Chris, Gay 
Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Julia Marquez, Carol 
Enoch, Marie Henderson and her friend Colin, 
Matthew and Suzie Inadomi joined more than 
(number) Oakland residents on the walk. 

The special program included speakers from 
Faith In Action East Bay, Jean Quan (who 
was mayor at the time the Ceasefi re program 
launched), 3 Oakland Councilmembers, and a 
representative for the Oakland Chief of Police. 

Because the event coincided with Mexican 
Independence Day, there was a celebratory 
feeling among the crowd. Marching for 30 min 
in the Fruitvale district, the group carried signs, 
chanted and sang. After the walk everyone 
enjoyed refreshments and cake at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church.  the walk, we returned to St Elizabeth’s 
for refreshments and cake. 

Carol Enoch, who attended the walk for the fi rst 
time, was invited to address the crowd and share 
her experience. 

To learn more about Faith in Action, please visit 
fi aeastbay.org. 



Busy December for First Church 
Performances and Events 
The last few weeks have been a fl urry of activing 
at First Church. The month started off  with the 
Cantare Chorale performance followed by the 
Oakland School for the Arts Winter concert. 
Then the Western Service Workers Association 
held their annual toy drive which brought new 
toys for kids, followed by the Oakland Gay Men’s 
Chorus holiday concert, followed by the St. Paul’s 
Episcopal School fall concert and the Adopt a 
Family, Feed the Homeless holdiay party. 

All in all, it has been a very exciting month and a 
wonderful end to another year.

The Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus performs to a 
near sell-out crowd on Sunday, December 11. 

After-School Progam for Street 
Academy High School Students 
Meets Needs at First Church 
Since October 26, the Catalyst Youth Network 
(CYN) has hosted an after-school program at 
First Church for Emiliano Zapata Street Academy 
students.  CYN fi lls in the gap when school hours 
are over and student are fi nding access to the 
opportunities and resources that they need in 
the stable environment provided at First Church. 

The program runs on Wednesdays from 12:30 
- 3:30 pm and provides students with the 
opportunity to complete homework, play games 
and relax under the guidance and supervision of 
CYN counselors. 

Since it began, the program has experienced 
increasing growth in the numbers of students 
attending the program and will contiue in 2023.



Oak Harvest Kitchen participants ranged in experience and backgrounds but all of them stuck with 
the 4 week portion of the class and now move into the 8 week internship phase of the program. 
Participants have been placed at Pleasure Principal (Oakland), Millennium (Oakland), Oculto (Castro 
Valley), Sequoia Diner (Oakland), and Baby Bean Pies (San Leandro). The class taught them knife 
skills, kitchen safety, basic cooking techniques and all of them walked away with their Serv Safe food 
handlers card. The last day, the trainees made pasta from scratch to go with meatballs in a tomato 
sauce and a mushroom cream sauce. Upon completion of the fi rst portion of the training all trainees 
received their own knife roll, aprons, and a certifi cate of completion. Oak Harvest Kitchen will hold at 
least three additional cohorts at First Church in 2023. 

Oak Harvest Kitchen Graduates a Corhort of Students. 
On Track for Several New Cohorts in 2023.

The Downtown Streets Team’s weekly meeting is a combination pep rally, award ceremony and 
support group for members who are participating in this life-changing program to assist people 
who are homeless or at risk for homelessness. 

Downtown Streets Team Rallys at First Church. 



First Church Coat Drive - Bring 
Donations January 1 & 8

First Church is partnering with the Western 
Service Worker’s Association for its annual winter 
coat drive. 

We will be collecting new warm coats (with tags) 
for older teens and adults. They would like men’s 
and women’s sizes Small, Medium, Large,  Extra 
Large and Extra, Extra Large.

Western Service Workers Association is also 
seeking packages of new socks, gloves, scarves, 
and beanies, but coats are the priority for the 
drive this year.  

We will have a donation bin in the reception room 
during fellowship time for your donations. Once 
we have them all collected we will bring them to 
the WSWA offi  ces for distribution. 

Food Ministry Program Makes 
an Impact on Local Community

Week after week, month after month, in fair 
weather or foul, the food ministry program 
prepares and delivers nutritious meals to local 
people who need food, water and warm clothing. 
Led by Bill Coburn, Dorothy Dugger, Gay Cobb, 
Louise Hill, Jan Busch, Teri Bleckner, and Steve 
Cabrera, the dedicated food ministry volunteers 
run a well-oiled machine which relies on food 
donations and many volunteers to prepare and 
distribute the meals. 

Each week, in Temple Tidings, we feature several 
articles outlining the activities and a list of 
people who volunteer their time to help those 
in great need. Heartbreaking stories of people 
whose lives have taken a turn for the worse are 
outlined, but there is always a glimmer of hope 
as the Food Ministry mission is fulfi lled. 

The Food Ministry program is always looking for 
volunteers to help. Everyone is welcomed to join 
this dedicated group who truly make a diff erence 
in the lives of others. Look for a sign-up calendar 
at the Fellowship Hour to schedule your time or 
let one of the team leaders listed above know 
your interest. Opportunities include: help with 
preparing and serving meals, clean up, pick-up 
of donated food, or washing dishtowels weekly. 
Contact: dorothy.dugger@gmail.com or
wpcoburn@pacbell.net



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert, Micheline La 
Mont. Photos by Suzie Inadomi, Lexine Alpert
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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Bus Stop Nativity by Andrew Gadd



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Rejoice and sing.
A child is born!
Sing songs of praise.
For the Prince of Peace is in our midst.
Rejoice and sing.
Christ is born! Hallelujah. Amen

Gathering Prayer

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, be born in our hearts this night.
Shine your light into the darkness of our world, that all the earth might know your 
glorious presence and that all people might fi nd hope in your love and grace, In 
your glorious name, we pray,
Amen.

One:

All:

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Brass over Bridges 

Carol #133: O Come, All Ye Faithful 

    Final Prelude – Carol of the Bells, Brass + Organ



 L U K E  1 : 2 6 - 3 3

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the 
Galilean village of Nazareth to a virgin engaged to be married to a man descended 
from David. His name was Joseph, and the virgin’s name, Mary.
Upon entering, Gabriel greeted her: Good morning! You’re beautiful with God’s 
beauty, Beautiful inside and out! God be with you. She was thoroughly shaken, 
wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But the angel assured her, “Mary, 
you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: You will become pregnant and 
give birth to a son and call his name Jesus. He will be great, be called ‘Son of the 
Highest.’ The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David; He will rule Jacob’s 
house forever - no end, ever, to his kingdom.”

Lo, How a Rose E’er BloomingChoir Off ering 

 L U K E  1 : 3 4 - 3 8

Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’ve 
never slept with a man.” 
The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, the power of the Highest 
hover over you; Therefore, the child you 
bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of 
God. 
“And did you know that your cousin 
Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? 
Everyone called her barren, and here she is 
six months’ pregnant! Nothing, you see, is 
impossible with God.” 
And Mary said, Yes, I see it all now: I’m the 
Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it be with 
me just as you say. 
Then the angel left her. 

# 145: What Child is ThisCarol



L U K E  1 : 3 9 - 4 5

# 115: Away in a MangerCarols
# 121: O Little Town of Bethlehem

vs 1&2

And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. God took 
one good look at me, and look what happened - I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! What 
God has done for me will never be forgotten, the God whose very name is holy, set apart from 
all others.

His mercy fl ows in wave after wave on those who are in awe before him.

He bared his arm and showed his strength, scattered the bluffi  ng braggarts.

He knocked tyrants off  their high horses, pulled victims out of the mud.

The starving poor sat down to a banquet; the callous rich were left out in the cold.

He embraced his chosen child, Israel; he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high.

It’s exactly what he promised, beginning with Abraham and right up to now.

 L U K E  1 : 4 6 - 5 5

# 119: Hark! The Herald, Angels SingCarol
vs 1,2,3

Mary didn't waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in Judah in the hill country, 
straight to Zachariah's house, and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the 
baby in her womb leaped. She was fi lled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out exuberantly, you’re 
so blessed among women, and the babe in your womb, also blessed! And why am I so blessed 
that the mother of my Lord visits me? The moment the sound of your greeting entered my ears, 
The babe in my womb skipped like a lamb for sheer joy. Blessed woman, who believed what God 
said, believed every word would come true!



Advent Prayer & Lighting of the Advent Candle

The dream
is no longer
deferred.

So we leap!
We can’t help it!

It rises up from within.
From deep, guttural places.
You can’t contain our dance!

Feel the pit-pat!
Hear the tip-tap!
That’s the rhythm of freedom.

Leap! (Midrash on Luke 1:39-45)
Drew Jackson

Let the babies dance!
Let them tell us of salvation.
Let them lead us to liberation!

The babies are inviting us
into the dance of a future
on the threshold of birth.

And we will leap!
We will leap!
We will leap!

All the way there!

# 123: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear Carol

Hope, Joy, Peace, Love Musical Off ering 

# 134: Joy to the WorldCarol

vs 1,2,5

All present are invited to participate in an interactive reenactment of the Nativity story from Luke 2: 
1-20, with a refl ection off ered by Pastor Matt Prinz. 

Pop-Up Nativity



Are you interested in making a donation to support the work and 
ministry of First Church? You may use the QR code (left) to do so or the 
ushers will have plates as you leave. 

S I L E N T  N I G H T

Postlude Hodie Christus Natus Est
Gabrieli

The congregation is invited to assemble on the front steps. Ushers will assist with lighting candles.  
Candle Lighting & Recessional


