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 Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus Packs the House
Get to Know: Carol Enoch 

 Name Tags Extend Welcome to All 
Come Christmas Caroling  with Us!  

 Christmas Eve Service at 5 p.m. 

Monument Sign gets Repaired 

Holiday Wreath Lights up the Edwell Home



Get To Know:  Carol Enoch

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

What do you love about First Pres.?
Community focus, faith in action and the people!

What are your hopes for our church and the City 
of Oakland? 
I hope that more people will come to First Church 
and experience the love and joy here. I hope that 
the city continues to listen to its community 
members and provide what they need.

What gifts/skills would you like to use within 
our chruch community to share with others? 
I love to sing and I would love for us to have a 
choir! 

What is a story from your life that other mem-
bers should ask you about? 
Please ask me about my theater company. 

Requests for our new name tags are being 
collected during Fellowship Time. The new 
holders attach with a magnet, so they won’t 
damage clothing. They should be available in a 
week or two. We will continue to take requests 
as long as it seems necessary. 

Wearing a name tag makes some of us 
uncomfortable, but it is one of the most 
welcoming things we can do. It removes that 
initial barrier involved in greeting other people, 
whether you’ve never met them before, or have 
met them, but can’t remember their name. We 
“old timers” are noticing that there are many 
new faces in Fellowship Time. 

And let’s remember, to newcomers, we old 
timers are new faces. So I encourage everyone to 
try the new name tags. Getting into the habit of 
remembering them will take some eff ort. Some 
may choose to take their tags home, or to keep 
them in their car, to have them always available. 
Some will prefer to leave them at the church. The 
logistics of how to do that will take some fi guring 
out, as we’ll most likely want to pick them up in 
the sanctuary and drop them off  in the Reception 
Room. But I think that we can do this! Let’s not 
give up. It’s one more way to help with Making 
God’s Welcome Known.

Nametags Extend Welcome to All
By  Dorrie Dodge 



Busy December for First Church 
Performances and Events 
The last few weeks have been a fl urry of activing 
at First Church. The month started off  with the 
Cantare Chorale performance followed by the 
Oakland School for the Arts Winter concert. 
Then the Western Service Workers Association 
held their annual toy drive which brought new 
toys for kids, followed by the Oakland Gay Men’s 
Chorus holiday concert, followed by the St. Paul’s 
Episcopal School fall concert and the Adopt a 
Family, Feed the Homeless holdiay party. 

All in all, it has been a very exciting month and a 
wonderful end to another year.

Momument Sign Gets Repaired 
by Two Budding Artists
Thanks to Ruby and Evangeline who created 
a temporary sign after our  rainbow fl ag was 
destoryed last week. 

The Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus performs to a 
near sell-out crowd on Sunday, December 11. 



Sing Christmas Carols TODAY! 
Join Us and Share Christmas 
Cheer!

Today at noon, we will be carpooling to the 
homes of a few members who are not able to 
make it to our worship service, bringing them 
cheer and seasons greetings. 

Julia will be organizing the car pools so please 
fi nd her after the service if you would like to 
come. The absent members will be so happy to 
see you and hear your beautiful voice, so please 
join us! 

Donate a Poinsettia for Christmas 
Worship Services 

If you would like to donate a Poinsettia to 
decorate the Sanctuary for our Christmas 
services, please see Diane Hill during fellowship 
time. Cost is $15 each and you may donate in 
honor of, or in memory of, a family member, 
friend or signifi cant person in your life. 

Please provide Diane with your form by 
December 18 for your dontation to be listed in 
the Christmas edition of Temple Tidings.  

Folks tend to receive quite a few goodies around 
this time of year. We invite you to bring good-
ies you have received or made to share at our 
Christmas Day fellowship time.

Fruitcake and Gingerbread and 
Chocolates, Oh My!
Christmas Day Fellowship Time: 
Bring your goodies to share.

Christmas Eve Service 5 p.m. 
Hope you can join us! 

Join us on Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. for a special 
worship that will include a pop up live nativity, 
music by the Brass over Bridges quintet, singing 
of your favorite Christmas carols and our choir. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 
Friday, December 9
Steve picked up items from Good Eggs and 
Western Service Workers. Food of God program 
delivered food to the kitchen.

Saturday, December 10
Devon and Rajiv picked up at Whole Foods. 
Paul and Dorothy picked up from Good Eggs. 
Bill, Steve, Bryan and Teri met in the kitchen to 
see and organize food. Berkeley Presbyterian 
Homes picked up extra food items. Eggs were 
boiled for Sunday lunches. Menu for Monday 
and instructions for the Sunday team and menu 
prepared by Bryan. Donation received from 
Sandy. Food Not Bombs delivered from Omni 
Commons. Firebrand bakery delivered bread.

Sunday, December 11
Volunteers: Ann, Nia, Louise (team leader), 
Jan, Martha, Erika, Laura, Kyong, Pastor Matt, 
Dorothy, Pauline, Derrick, Bonnie, Gay. Carmelo 
and the team delivered meals to folks living 
in the streets. Lunches and extra foods were 
given at the gate. Menu: Turkey, cheese and 
cranberry sauce sandwiches, hard boiled eggs, 
fruit, dessert, chips. Carmelo and team delivered 
lunches to the streets.

Monday, December 12 
The temple team, with Teri at the lead, cleaned 
out a portion of a freezer and prepared multiple 
foods 160 meals were prepared: Tamale pie, 
meatballs and potatoes, spaghetti, pizza, quiche, 
mac ’n cheese, turkey with cranberry sauce, 
pasta with seafood, vegetarian eggplant on rice 
creamed spinach or cabbage, Brussels Sprouts, 
carrots, squash with holiday spice, green salad, 
fruit salad, desserts. Volunteers: Barbara T, Jan, 
Beth H, Jenne R, Diane F, Barbara G, Crissi G, 
Trish E, Bonnie and Hunter. Teri as lead. Clothing 
distributed. Lexine and Linda distributed the 
meals and extra jugs of water. 

First Church Coat Drive - Bring 
Donations January 1 & 8

First Church is partnering with the Western 
Service Worker’s Association for its annual winter 
coat drive. 

We will be collecting new, warm coats (with tags) 
for older teens and adults. They would like men’s 
and women’s sizes Small, Medium, Large,  Extra 
Large and Extra, Extra Large.

Western Service Workers Association is also 
seeking packages of new socks, gloves, scarves, 
and beanies, but coats are the priority for the 
drive this year based on the needs of its members.  

We will have a donation bin in the reception 
room during fellowship time for your donations 
and then bring them to the WSWA offi  ces for 
distribution. 



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert, Micheline La 
Mont. Photos by Suzie Inadomi, Lexine Alpert
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 
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welcome known

S
u

n
d

a
y

, 
D

e
c

e
m

b
e

r
 1

8
, 

2
0

2
2

 T
im

e 
to

 G
et

 O
ut

 

Bus Stop Nativity by Andrew Gadd

 o
f t

he
 W

ay
.



I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

God hear our call.
Stir up your strength and come to save us!
Restore us, God.
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.
For we know that new life is coming. 
A child will change us all.
Let your hand be upon him in blessing.
For he will bring us near.
He will be God-with-us.
Give us life, God, and we will forever call on your name.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One: 
All: 
One: 
All: 

Prelude

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E

 Variations on Saboly’s Carol “The Wisest in the Neighborhood”  
Emile Bourdon



Hymn #82: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Gathering Prayer
Holy One, you send us new life in so many forms. Open our minds, that we may 
recognize it. Open our hearts, that we may receive it. Open our bodies, that we may 
embrace it. Open our souls, that we may live it. Open us this day and all days. 
Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E

Confession

God, you bring us life in ways we do not even realize, in forms we do not always 
understand. We are so busy, the moments moving faster each day. We do not 
always pay attention to your presence when it comes. Often, we cannot see what 
is right in front of us. We are asleep, even when awake. And grace slips by us, 
unrecognized and unrequited. We miss opportunity to fi nd you in one another. 
We waste chances for love. We put you to the test, not with our unbelief, but with 
our distraction. We think we are too busy for you. But you, God still choose us. 
You take our struggles and turn them into strengths, calling us apostles, making 
us friends. You put your own self right into our hands, trusting that we can notice 
your gifts, recognize their meaning, and make a place for them in our lives. Forgive 
us, God, for our distractions. Slow our stride and calm our souls. Remind our busy 
brains that there is nothing we have to do to be loved by you, nothing we have 
to make or even be. For your new life is coming even now, awaiting to make us 
whole. 
Amen

One:

All:

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Please stand as you are able

Lighting the Advent Candle – Testimonies of Waiting and Hoping



Please stand as you are able

Prayer

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

One:
All:
One:

From “To light their Way” 

O Come, Emmanuel. 
The whole world waits for You. We are at war with each other and ourselves. We have 
clung to our idols of power and pocketbooks, and we cry out for the ways we have re-
fl ected King Herod, even as we ache for you, Prince of Peace.

O Come, Emmanuel. 
Help us light the candles that that show us the brokenness within us. O Light of the 
world, be with us as recite these stories of shepherds and angels and peace for all peo-
ple. Ring the bells of righteousness, of justice, of hope.

O Come, Emmanuel. 
We anticipate great news that we so desperately need. Break into this world again and 
again and again, like you did so many years ago. Bring joy to the people, hope to the 
hopeless, light to the darkness. And may we and our children prepare you room so that 
we may be instruments of your peace.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Amen.  

All:
One:

All:  
One: 

All: 
One: 

All: 

Hymn #122: Silent Night, Holy Night! 

by Kayla Craig 

Assurance of Pardon 
To the weak and the strong, Christ comes.
To the old and the young, Christ appears.
To the lost and the found, Christ arrives.
Christ off ers us grace.
Christ makes us family and welcomes us home.

One:



Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Time to Get out of the Way

Hymn #126: O What a Wonderful Child 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Sermon Continued

Matthew 1: 18 - 25 Scripture Lesson

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to 
fulfi ll what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital 
relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

One:

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:   The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:   We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:   Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:   Thanks be to God.



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

#353: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less Hymn

Invitation to Community Life 

Beloved, welcome the grace of God, as you welcome the coming of Christ. 
Go in peace to love and serve.

Gracious One, you have restored us in body and in soul. You have given us abundant 
life, more than we could have ever imagined. You have made your face shine upon us 
to make us whole. Holy One, bless now the off erings of our hearts and lives, that we 
might shine as you shine, and share your blessings with others. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication 

One:

All:

Words of Institution

Sharing the Holy Meal and Presenting Our Off erings
Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Communion Music O Holy Night, organ solo 

Pedal Variation on “O Come Let Us Adore Him”

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Litrugist: Lorraine Provost
Guest Musician: Dave Hatt 
Song Leader: Tiff any Wood 

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Communion Preparation: Louise Hill and Diane Hill 

Godly Play: Di Pagel and Monrovia Prinz
Fellowship Time Refreshments: Chris Weber

Advent Candle Lighting: Alessandra Mohr


