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 Session Welcomes Elizabeth Goodwin
 Wreath Making Builds Friendships 

Bertha Makes a Generous Food Donation
Come Christmas Caroling  with Us!  

Join the Christmas Choir 



Session Receives New Member
At its November 15 meeting, the Session 
welcomed Elizabeth Goodwin, daughter of Anna 
Lisa Fear and John Goodwin, into membership. 
Elizabeth will be welcomed into membership 
by the congregation later this year. She is the 
second member received by the Session in 2022 
(Di Pagel joined at the beginning of the year). The 
Session also removed twenty inactive members 
from the offi  cial membership roll. This brings the 
current membership to 72 persons. This is the 
fi rst “scrubbing of the roll” in fi ve years, a task 
overlooked by previous sessions whose work 
was focused elsewhere. 

Loss of membership occurs for a few reasons. 
Most of those removed consisted of families 
or individuals that have moved away. The next 
largest group consisted of members who stopped 
attending due to age and poor health, and for 
whom we no longer have a means to maintain 
contact (the First Church Deacons are diligent 
at maintaining contact with “home-bound” 
members). A smaller portion include those who 
still live nearby, but no longer attend or support 
the ministry of First Church. One former member 
cited theological diff erences. 

Come and Sing Christmas Carols!

All are welcome to come Christmas Caroling on 
Sunday, December 18th after worship service 
(around 11:30). We will carpool to the homes 
of a few  members who are not able to make 
it to our worship service, bringing them cheer 
and seasons greetings. Let Julia know if you are 
planning to come.  marquez@fb cl-visa.com. The 
more the merrier.

Donate a Poinsettia for Christmas 
Worship Services 
If you would like to donate a Poinsettia to 
decorate the Sanctuary for our Christmas 
services, please see Diane Hill during fellowship 
time. Cost is $15 each and you may donate in 
honor of, or in memory of, a family member, 
friend or signifi cant person in your life. 

Please provide Diane with your form by 
December 18 for your dontation to be listed in 
the Christmas edition of Temple Tidings.  

Cantare Chorale Holiday Concert 
Today at 4 p.m. 

David Morales and Julie Haydon direct the 
Chorale, Chamber Ensemble, Nova, Youth Honor 
Choir; Orchestra & Organ. This concert is set to 
raise  hope of a new world order marked by unity, 
equity, social justice and everlasting peace. We 
invite the audience to join in singing carols and 
other favorites!Tickets: cantareconvivo.org



At their October 11 meeting, the Deacons 
identifi ed “Congregational Care” as their 
primary ministry and redesignated how they 
will spend funds donated by the congregation. 
Deacons collect special off erings on the fi rst 
Sunday of each month. Currently, the Deacons 
are holding approximately $7,000 in donations. 
They have decided to spend approximately one 
third of their budget each year on Intentional 
Care. This includes assisting with funerals and 
memorials, sending condolences, sending cards, 
and care packages. This kind of care is intended 
to encourage the congregation and build 
connections (who doesn’t feel special when 
they receive a card?). 

The remaining two thirds are designated 
for helping members of the congregation in 
distress. Those who do not have suffi  cient 
resources during times of crisis are encouraged 
to contact their deacon or Pastor Matt for help. 
The Deacons provide assistance confi dentially. 
In the past, they have assisted with medical 
expenses, purchase of glasses and hearing aids, 
purchase of shoes and coats, covering unpaid 
rent, covering emergency relocation costs, 
purchase of groceries, etc. Requests for help 
are considered prayerfully. The Deacons have 
resolved to holding a portion of their fund in 
reserve, to avoid being incapable of meeting a 
request for help. 

Each year, the Deacons divide the entire 
congregation into “parishes,” with one Deacon 
assigned to every person. The Deacons are 
charged with periodically checking in with their 
parishes, off ering thanks or encouragement, 
and discerning whether there are unmet needs. 
If any person new to First Church has not been 
assigned a deacon, please talk with Pastor Matt 
or Judy Rowan. 

Deacons Focus  Spending on 
Congregational Care

Annual Church Leadership 
Election Coming. Who Can Vote?
Voting in church is part of the Presbyterian 
Church’s origin story. During the Age of 
Enlightenment, church reformers wrested 
control of their churches away from rule by 
Bishops, and vested it in the congregation, giving 
all members a right to elect their leaders (known 
as elders in English, or Presbyters in Greek). 
This form of church government operates very 
similar to a republic, with elected leaders making 
decisions of behalf of the congregation. At First 
Church, we elect our pastor (Minister of Word 
and Sacrament), our Ruling Elders (currently we 
have seven) and our Deacons (numbering nine). 
All these elected members are responsible for 
discerning the church’s mission and using the 
church’s resources to accomplish it. 

Only members of the congregation can be 
nominated for leadership. And only members of 
the congregation can vote at meetings. The Elders 
at First Church are responsible for receiving new 
members, and they enthusiastically welcome 
any new(ish) person interested in making First 
Church their home discuss this with Pastor Matt. 

New members are asked to make a “profession 
of faith” to the elders. In the old days, this would 
have meant accurately reciting (and agreeing 
with) the creeds and catechism. In this century, 
this profession generally consists of telling your 
own story and describing why Christian faith 
and the church are meaningful for you. New 
members are then received by the congregation 
in a brief ceremony where they pledge to follow 
Christ by loving and supporting each other. This 
also serves a form of public declaration to make 
First Church a permanent church home.

Any person interested in discerning whether 
membership at First Church is right for them is 
invited to discuss it with Pastor Matt or any Elder.  



Wreath-Making Event Builds Friendship and Fellowship 

Join the First Church Knitting Club
Now that the cold weather has kicked in, it’s a good time to learn to knit - hats, scarves, fi ngerless 
gloves,.... So Julia has decided to start a knitting club - 2nd Saturday of each month starting December 
10th in her living room from 2 to 4 p.m. She’ll provide the yarn, needles, patterns, very basic instructions 
and tea. You provide the conversation and comradery. Confi rm attendance: jmarquez@fb cl-visa.com



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 
 

Generous Donation From Bertha
By  Bill Coburn 

Lexine’s Street Report Returns Next week. 

The Food Ministry received a fi nancial gift from 
Bertha for some special holiday food, which we 
will do this season.

Bertha was our housing volunteer from the 
pre pandemic days. She had worked as a 
consultant, linking people up with housing prior 
to her retirement and was volunteering for us 
on Mondays. During her time she was successful 
in housing several of our clients. Bertha sys she 
is happy to support the Food Ministry program 
because it is signifi cantly helping so many people. 

Right after Thanksgiving, our program was 
contacted through former volunteer Allyce. we 
were able to forward 40 plus sandwich lunches 
(turkey sandwiches, potato salad, cranberry 
sauce and pumpkin pie) to Western Service 
Workers for distribution.

Wednesday/Thursday November 23 & 24
Henry picked up a big (unscheduled) load of 
baked goods from Arizmendi. 

Friday, November 25
Steve picked up from Good Eggs and Western 
Service Workers. Bryan organized the kitchen.

Saturday, November 26
The Good Eggs pick up by Paul and Dorothy. 
Whole Foods pick up by Rajiv and Henry. In the 
kitchen were Dorothy, Bryan, and Bill. Berkeley 
Presbyterian Homes picked up food. Extra food 
given to ECAP. Eggs were boiled for packing in 
the Sunday lunches. Bryan prepared the menu 
and food prep instructions for the Sunday 
volunteers. Dorothy helped uncover some 
food resources available in our pantry, thus 
eliminating the need to purchase items for the 
Monday meal. Sandy donated.

Sunday, November 27
The main Monday entree was shredded chicken 
casserole with rice. Special thanks to Su and 
Pauline for the help. Bonnie, Ann and Dorothy 
prepared some cooked vegetables for Monday. 
Ann, Pauline, and Bonnie prepared buttered 
dinner rolls for Monday. Sunday lunch was  pizza, 
chips, fruit, desserts, water, and boiled eggs. 
Food was given at the gate and Carmelo's did the 
street distribution. Volunteers: Dorothy, Louise, 
Ann, Kyong, new volunteer Aaron, Matthew, 
Victor, Erika, Pauline, Laura, Martha, Ru, Su. 
Hazel donated clothing; socks distributed.

Monday, November 28
Teri's team prepared  food and served it. Barbara 
T, lead, Jan, Natalie, Crissi, Beth, Dave, Trish, 
Joanne, Tom, Pam, Bonnie, Barbara G, Hunter, 
Victor, Paul and Gary. Food and clothes donated 
at the gate. Lexine & team distributed lunches.



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Join the Christmas Eve Choir

Add to your holiday cheer by joining the First 
Church Christmas Eve choir. Led by Christopher 
Thorpe, the choir will perform a variety of 
holiday songs and hymns. To sign up, please 
contact Linda Carter or Pastor Matt. The choir 
will practice on December 18 at 2 p.m. 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Julia Marquez
Photos by Suzie Inadomi, Bill Coburn
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 



F I R S T
PRESBYTERIAN
C H U R C H
OAKLAND
AD                        1853

Making God’s 
welcome known
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Bus Stop Nativity by Andrew Gadd



I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

Prepare the way of the Lord.
God’s kingdom has drawn near.
Prepare the way of peace.
God’s salvation is at hand.
Prepare the way of righteousness. 
God’s Spirit moves among us.
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One: 
All: 

Prelude

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E

  
 



Hymn #88 : O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 1, 5, 6, 7

Gathering Prayer
Mighty One, the spirit of the Lord rests upon your chosen one: the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. As we behold your glory in the heavens, breathe your passion for 
your justice into our hearts, that we may defend the poor, deliver the oppressed, and 
help the weary. In this season of Advent, may your righteousness fl ourish and may 
your peace abound, that none shall hurt or destroy on all your holy mountain. 
Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E

Confession

Living God, we long to wake from sleep, for your kingdom has drawn near. Already, 
the axe is lying at the foot of the tree, and we yearn to return to you once more. 
May our spirits bear the fruit of repentance. We desire the blessings to be found 
when we respond to the prophets of old by dedicating our lives to you in word 
and deed
Amen

One:

All:

One:

All:
Please stand as you are able

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon 

Lighting the Advent Candle – Testimonies of Waiting and Hoping

Hold fast to the promises of God – promises of steadfast love and forgiveness. Abide in the 
grace of Christ. Rest in the power of the Holy Spirit. Do this and you will know life eternal.

#



Please stand as you are able

Prayer

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

One:
All:
One:

‘God who is coming’ 

God who is coming, When you come, come in blackness. When the oppressor wants a 
face that looks like them, show them Your face in the fl esh of those they have most di-
minished and excluded. We are tired of portraits of you that are more about domination 
than love. We are tired of a society that demands we remake ourselves in the image of 
the powerful in order to survive. We want more than power: we want belonging, justice, 
and the freedom to lie down in the dark and rest without being destroyed. This is the 
glory we are waiting for. Not a God who delights in conquering the earth but who came 
in tenderness to bring healing and liberation. So when our hope falters, let us encounter 
the face of this God in the face of those around us. 
Amen.

One:

All:

Hymn I Wonder as I Wander 

by Cole Arthur Riley

1. I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus, the Saviour, did come for to die.
For poor, ornery people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander
Out under the sky.

2. When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cows’ stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,
And the promise of ages
It did then recall.

3. If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing:
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing;
Or all of God’s angels in heaven to sing,
He surely could have had it,
‘Cause He was the King!

4. I wonder as I wander out under the sky,
How Jesus, the Saviour, did come for to die.
For poor, ornery people like you and like I
I wonder as I wander
Out under the sky



Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Hope in the Pruning 

Hymn # 697: Take my Life 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Sermon Continued

Matthew 3: 1-12Scripture Lesson
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
    make his paths straight.’ ”
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him 
in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to fl ee from the coming wrath?  

Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fi re.

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is 
more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fi re. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing fl oor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff  he will 
burn with unquenchable fi re.”

One:

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz   Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Liturgist:  Emily and Eva Chandler Communion Set-Up: Diane Hill and Chris Kovach
Guest Musician:  Joe Warner   Fellowship Time Refreshments: Nancy Ogden
Song Leader:  Susannah Prinz  Advent Candle Lighting: Carol Enoch

#69: I, the Lord of Sea and SkyHymn

Invitation to Community Life 

Live in harmony with one another, through the hope we fi nd in Christ Jesus. 
Act with righteousness and peace, that justice may fl ourish, and peace may abound. 
Love with hope and grace, that joy may fi ll your days like sunshine on a cold winter’s day.

Gracious God, you off er us a gift beyond price. Your Son is like the sweet rain kiss of 
rain on a barren land. Your promised salvation is like the bread of heaven for those who 
are perishing. In gratitude for your abundant gifts, we commit ourselves to act justly, in 
solidarity with the poor, and we pledge our assistance to those who are in need. May 
the gifts we bring before you this day hasten the day when none shall hurt or destroy 
on all your holy mountain. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication 

One:

All:

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:   The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:   We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:   Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:   Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Holy Meal and Presenting Our Off erings
Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:


