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Community Women’s Orchestra Concert Today

Get to Know:  Cantare Chorale 

Holiday Concerts on Tap at First Church
Erick Bevington Saves the Day 

Gathering at the Prinz Home, Sunday Nov. 20 



The Building the Beloved Community team 
would like to continue to make pronouns but-
tons available for anyone who would like them. 
But we are running out of buttons. The national 
More Light organization currently has none 
available. They are expecting more sometime 
“next year.” 

In the meantime, if anyone has accumulated 
extra buttons at home, we would appreciate 
your returning them to the bowls at the side en-
trances to the sanctuary. Thank you!

Inclusion Buttons Needed! 

You’re Invited! Backyard 
Gathering At the Prinz Home
Sunday- November 20 from 3-6 p.m. 
5177 Fairfax Ave. Oakland

Erick  Saves the Day - Boiler Threatens to Spoil Concert
While most of you were enjoying your Saturday 
on November 5, trouble was brewing with First 
Church’s new boiler which stopped working. Fri-
day it blew fuses. Repair technicians were out 
and somehow wound up fl ooding the Reception 
Room from the steam radiators. The system ran 
for a few minutes and then shut off . The compa-
ny that installed the boiler (and has maintained 
the system for the last twenty years) has been 
enormously unhelpful. Meanwhile cold has set 
in and the Cantare Children’s concert was start-
ing in a few hours and it was cold inside. 

Erick Bevington spent all day Friday trying to 
fi lx the boiler and, on Saturday, brought in the 
VP of Air Systems 1, the manufacturer of the 
boilder to work on the boiler. Just when all 
hope was about to run out, the boiler roared 
to life and began working! Erick stayed on all 
afternoon to monitor the heat and the concert 
was a sucess for the Cantare Choir! 

It is a time to get to know other members around 
a backyard fi re pit. Come enjoy conversation and 
smores and the crisp Fall weather together.



Community Women’s Orchestra 
Today at 4 p.m. 

The orchestra presents: Myth, Fantasy and Folk-
lore. This family concert features Fantasia on 
Welsh Nursery Tunes by Williams. Selections 
from Mother Goose Suite (mvts 2, 4 & 5 ) by Rav-
el… Tickets: communitywomensorchestra.org. 

Upcoming First Church Musical Performances UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUpppppppppppppppccccccccccccccccccccccccccccooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggg FFFFFFFFFiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrsssssssssssssssssttttttttttttttt CCCCCCCCCCCCCCChhhhhhhhhhhhhuuuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrcccchhhh MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuusssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllll PPPPPPPPPPPPeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrffffffffffffffffooooooooooooorrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnccccccccccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssssssss
tttttttttttooooooooooooooo DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDeeeeeeellliiiggggggggggggghhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhtttttttttttttttttttttttttt  AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnccccccccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeessssssssssss oooooooooooooofffffffffffffffffffff aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllllllllll AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAgggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssssssssssssssssssss.... 

Cantare Chorale Holiday Concert 
December 4 at 4 p.m. 

David Morales and Julie Haydon direct the Cho-
rale, Chamber Ensemble, Nova, Youth Honor 
Choir; Orchestra & Organ. This concert is set to 
raise  hope of a new world order marked by uni-
ty, equity, social justice and everlasting peace. 
We invite the audience to join in singing carols 
and other favorites!Tickets: cantareconvivo.org

Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
December 11 at 4 p.m. 

It’s nearly time to Make the Yuletide Gay! with 
the Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus this December. 
We will be singing classic holiday tunes like “Win-
ter Wonderland,” “Have Yourself a Merry Little 
Christmas,” and “Silver Bells,” as well as con-
temporary favorites like Josh Groban’s “Thank-
ful” and Dolly Parton’s “Hard Candy Christmas.” 
Our concert fi nale? Mariah Carey’s “All I Want 
for Christmas Is You,”.  Tickets: oaklandgmc.org



Get To Know:  Cantare Chorale  

Cantare is a long-time First Church Community 
Partner and is a non-profi t organization dedicat-
ed to sharing the power and beauty of choral 
music through adult choirs, youth programs, and 
concert performances. Cantare—which means 
‘to sing’—is committed to serving the Alameda 
and Contra Costa County communities by lifting 
voices and uplifting lives. Its innovative and inclu-
sive in-school music education classes and after-
school choirs reach children who lack access to 
the arts. 

Cantare helps children and adolescents fi nd their 
voice by cultivating safe, supportive, fun, com-
passionate, and welcoming spaces where they 
experience the joy of music from diverse tradi-
tions through our multicultural curriculum.  Its 
programs for young people bring the power and 
beauty of choral music to kindergarten through 
12th grade students from underserved Oakland 
neighborhoods. 

Led by experienced teaching artists, Cantare’s in-
school music education classes and after-school 
choirs bring high-quality, tuition-free music in-
struction to 3,000 students from eight partner 
schools.

Be sure to put the December 4 holiday concert 
on your calendar. At this 4 p.m. performance, the 
Chorale, Chamber Ensemble, Nova and Children’s 
Honor Choir join together with full orchestra to 
usher in the joy of the season. Works by Bach, 
Sweelinck, Howells, and Lauridsen, along with ar-
rangements by Robert Shaw, Bradford, Sjolund, 
Gary Fry and others. The audience will be invited 
to join in singing carols and other holiday favor-
ites. For tickets, go to cantareconvivo.org.

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Street Report 
By Lexine Alpert

Linda and I picked up about 85 meals consisting 
of an eggplant stew, salads, veggies and dessert. 
These meals were heavy, and we knew people 
were going to be very pleased with them. We 
made our normal rounds and then hit Telegraph, 
Frank Ogawa Plaza and the streets south of 
Broadway.  

We came across one middle aged woman, very 
well groomed and dressed, who asked if she 
could have a meal from us. She was obvious-
ly well educated and new to the streets. She 
was so pleased to have a meal and stated that 
she hadn't eaten for some time. We talked for a 
while, and she mentioned that she had recently 
become homeless and was hoping to fi nd shel-
ter. I gave her the name of a couple of agencies 
I'm aware of and also encouraged her to phone 
211, but then returned to the car feeling very sad-
dened as I knew she would be facing a diffi  cult 
challenge as most shelters are full.  

I am heading to Arizona to help with the elec-
tions and will be off  next Monday, 11/7/22. Devon 
and Linda will take over on that date.  Thank you 
all for your continued work.

Friday, November 4
Steve made the pickup at Good Eggs and West-
ern Service Workers.

Saturday, November 5
Paul and Bryan picked up at Good Eggs. Rajiv 
and Devon along with Henry picked up at Whole 
Foods. Henry had picked up at Arizmendi. Food 
Not Bombs delivered. We shared food with 
Berkeley Presbyterian Homes. Sandy delivered 
items, including water.
The team boiled eggs for Sunday and Monday 
give away. Teri and Bryan created the Sunday/
Monday menu and clarifi ed instructions for the 
Sunday team.

Sunday, November 6
Sandwiches were cold cuts, cheese, tomatoes 
and lettuce, other items:  chips, fruit, hard boiled 
eggs, dessert, morning pastry and chocolate 
chip cookies. Volunteers were: Dorothy, Ann, 
Louise, Steve, Kyong, Pastor Matt, Aaron, Mar-
tha, Laura Pauline, Jeannie, Nina and son Jack, 
Victor, and Bonnie.

Monday, November 7
Teri and team created menu items which includ-
ed: mac and cheeses, chicken with hot chipolte, 
fruit salad, homemade pork and beans, steak 
with corn, pastries, succotash, barbequed chick-
en, other individual meals, and green salad. 
Volunteers: Barbara T, Jan, Diane, Dan, Crissi, 
Joanne, Beth, Bonnie, Pam, Tom, Paul, Teri, and 
Hunter. Food distribution: Devon and Linda. 



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Lexine Alpert
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

DECORATE THE GRATITUDE TREE
by Julia Marquez
For the last several 
years, family and 
friends have dec-
orated a bare tree 
with paper fruit with 
words of gratitude 
which they hang on 
the tree.  To bring 
this tradition here, 
please see the bare 
tree in the reception 
room today and a 
plate of paper fruit. 
Write something you are grateful for and hang 
it on the tree.  By Thanksgiving, our tree will 
be beautifully decorated with colorful fruit, 
reminding us of all we are grateful for.  
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E
First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 

on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 
We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 

national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

W E L C O M E



I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

Call to Worship

God will create a new heaven and a new earth.
The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.
God rejoices and takes delight in God’s people.
The sound of weeping and crying will be heard no more.
Before we call out, God will answer. While we are still speaking, God will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
They will neither harm nor destroy in God’s sacred creation.
We worship the one who makes all things new.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One:
All: 

Prelude

Hymn #741: Guide my Feet

Gathering Prayer

Light of lights, shine into our gloom, granting knowledge of your glory in the face of 
Christ Jesus. In many ways, we are affl  icted but not crushed; perplexed but not driven 
to despair, struck down but not destroyed – for we are confi dent of your presence 
wherever we go. Reassure us now that you are with us. Feed our hungers, heal our 
brokenness, melt away our confl icts, that we may be knit together in the body of 
Christ to continue the work of Jesus in our world today. 
Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Creator God, we fi nd comfort in your eternal greatness, a greatness so vast we 
cannot imagine it. We fi nd solace in your presence with us, even when we ask you 
for it. Despite that comfort, and despite our best intentions, we are sometimes 
captive to a narrowness of spirit – a narrowness that harms or excludes those you 
call us to love. Knowing that you know this, we stretch out our hands to you for 
healing. 
Amen

One:

All:

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able



T H E  W O R D

Hymn
Please stand as you are able

Prayer

#729: LORD, I want to be a Christian. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Please stand as you are able

Assurance of Pardon 

God has formed, searched and known us. God is with us wherever we go. God 
holds us fast in a love so vast we can never outrun it. Let us live in the confi dence 
of this healing love.

One:

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders.

One:
All:
One:



Invitation to the Off ering

Off eratory
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Like God’s word, treasure comes in many forms. In response to God’s wonderful works in our lives, 
let us share a portion of what we have, that the work of Christ’s church may meet the world’s 
needs.

Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

It is Mercy I Require

Hymn #600: Amen

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Sermon Continued

Matthew 12: 1 - 8 Scripture Lesson
At that time Jesus went through the cornfi elds on the sabbath; his disciples were 
hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat.  When the Pharisees 
saw it, they said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on 
the sabbath.’ He said to them, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the 
Presence, which it was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for 
the priests. Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests in the 
temple break the sabbath and yet are guiltless?  I tell you, something greater than 
the temple is here.  But if you had known what this means, “I desire mercy and not 
sacrifi ce,” you would not have condemned the guiltless.  For the Son of Man is lord 
of the sabbath.’

One:

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

What laws, policies, or norms are we working to uphold in our city, in our workplaces, in 
our church? Are there ways these rules/norms benefi t us, while harming other people? 



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Guest Preacher: Jen Edwell

Liturgist: Suzie Inadomi
Guest Musician: Joe Warner

Song Leader: April Edwell
Godly Play: Di Pagel & Elizabeth Goodwin

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Fellowship Time Refreshments: Richard and Jennie

#700: I’m Gonna Live so God Can  Use MeHymn

Invitation to Community Life 

Let the life of Jesus be visible in you this week. Pass on to others the love you have 
received.
We will live each day as a gift from God. We will seek to live as God has commanded.
Lift someone’s burdens; carry another’s load. Bring them to Christ, who bears all things 
for us.
We will listen for cries for help from people around us. We will seek to off er what they 
need from us. 
The glory of God will be seen in your actions. You will bring healing to the people you 
meet.
We will do good, as God empowers us. We will seek to let God’s healing fl ow through us.

Like harvested grain, may these gifts satisfy hunger, physically and spiritually, in this 
community and in the world. 
Amen.

Prayer of Dedication 

One:

All:

One:

All:
One:

All:

One:

All:


