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Halloween Party Today!
Community Organizing Wants You! 

Get to Know:  Louise Hill 
Pastor Matt Attends Civil Rights Pilgrimmage

AfterGlow Chorus Performs at 4 p.m. Today 



Join in the fun during Fellowship Time as we  
celebrate Halloween in the Reception Room.  

Activities including crafts, bobbing for apples, 
face painting and henna will delight everyone. 
Lots of yummy refreshments, generously 
provided by Martha, Rich and Ann, Margie, 
Lorraine, Anne Margaret, Marilyn, Charmaine, 
the Prinz Family, and expertly orgazined by Julia.  

There is still time to join our community election 
groups. Contact these leaders today: 
• Text Banking - Susannah Prinz
• Postcard writing - Anne Margaret Manay
• Canvassing - Julia Marquez

Community Organizing Activities 
Underway for Upcoming Election

Halloween Party Today:
Join Us, if You Dare!

Ten years after the horrifi c mass shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, we 
honor and remember the victims of the growing 
number of mass shootings through the unique 
emotional power of music. The profound music 
in the concerts will explore a broad range of 
complex emotions, including grief, loss, anger, 
and healing. The wonderful jazz and R&B singer 
Clif Payne will also be a very special guest artist 
for these concerts. 

AfterGlow Chorus to Perform Here at 4 p.m. 
Virtual Insanity: Mass Shootings & Madness of the Modern World

AfterGlow Chorus is a fun-loving ensemble of 
experienced, highly-skilled singers from a variety 
of musical backgrounds. Many of the singers 
have studied music at a conservatory or sung in 
choirs and other vocal ensembles in college. This 
select, auditioned group of 36 singers has come 
together to perform a broad range of pieces 
across genres at the a high level of musicianship 
and quality.
Tickets are available at Afterglowchorus.com 



Pastor Matt joined Ben McBride and the Empower 
Initiative to host a pilgrimage to sacred ground 
of the Civil Rights movement in Alabama. They 
guided a group of pastors from Los Angles to 
refl ection upon how people of faith in Alabama 
responded in their moment and how we today 
are invited to respond to our own moment. 

The group visited museums, memorials, and 
churches in Birmingham, Montgomery, and 
Selma, including the Edmund Pettus Bridge, 
the site where marchers participating in the 
Selma to Montgomery March in 1965 were met 
and attacked by state troopers in what would 
eventually be known as “Bloody Sunday.” The 
group also visited the 16th Street Baptist Church 
(pictured, front cover) in Birmingham, Alabama, 
site of a Ku Klux Klan bombing in 1963.

The Empower Initiative is an organization that 
builds “cultural and stuctural belonging” through 
empowerment and leadership development.

Empower Initiave Hosts a Civil Rights Pilgrimmage in Alabama



Get To Know:  Louise Hill

What do you love about First Church?
I love the sanctuary and the stain glass windows 
when the sun comes through. Also the beautiful 
grounds, this is what attracted me to First  Church. 
I also love the Blessing of the Animals, the fi rst 
service I ever attended on a Saturday afternoon. I 
love seeing families worshiping together and the 
diff erent generations that are here. And lastly, 
I love that there are so many talented  people. 
People that sing, play instruments, dance, sew 
and lots of people that are great cooks and 
artists.

What are your hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland?
I hope that our church and the city can work to 
end crime  and reduce the staggering number 
of unhoused people.  We need to look at giving 

people back their dignity.  One of my favorite 
quotes is from Mother Teresa; “Poverty is more 
than a hunger for bread. It is a tremendous 
hunger for dignity,”.  Giving a meal is good but 
how can we restore dignity? Mother Teresa said 
everyone needs to have a purpose.  She always 
gave people a job. I see so many unhoused people 
that are in need of a purpose.

What gifts/skills would you like to use within our 
church community or share with others?  You 
will usually fi nd me volunteering in the kitchen 
or helping Matthew our Head Usher. This is 
what I like to do.  In the past we had a gardening 
committee and I would help plant and prune the 
fl owers which I also enjoy. As a Deacon I get the 
opportunity to know our members and the other 
Deacons on a more personal basis.

What is a story from your life that other 
members should ask you about?  I come from a 
family with six children, fi ve girls and one boy. I 
don’t know how my mother survived. She is very 
strong and is 91 now!  I’m sure she could tell you 
some stories.

The scripture story that I relate to is the story 
of Dorcas, making clothes for the disciples. This 
is something that I relate to. I would be serving 
food instead and helping do the laundry!

One of my favorite songs or hymns is “O Holy 
Night.” I listen to Christmas music all the time, 
not just at Christmas.  It helps to lift my spirit. “Be 
Thou my Vision” and “How Great Thou Art” are 
also favorite hymns of mine.

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Wednesday, October 19
Teri defrosted items needed for Sat in preparation 
for the Sunday and Monday meals

Friday, October 21
Devon picked up food from Western Service 
Workers and Good Eggs on Friday.
Food of God delivered foods to the kitchen. Bryan 
organized it in the kitchen.

Saturday, October 22
Rajiv and Devon and Henry picked up from Whole 
Foods. Dorothy and Paul picked up from Good 
Eggs. Omni delivered food. Teri, Bryan, Steve, and 
Bill were in the kitchen. The team put together 
the week’s menu, Bryan prepared instructions 
for the Sunday team. Eggs were boiled for the 
Sunday sandwich bags, sausages were split and 
grilled for the Sunday sandwiches.

Sunday, October 23
Lunch bags were prepared with sausage, cheese 
and lettuce sandwiches, chips, fruit (bananas and 
grapes) and desserts as well as packaged snacks. 
Caulifl ower was prepared for Monday. Additional 
items removed from the freezer for Monday. The 
team included: Ann, Martha, Aaron and Angeline, 
Louise, Kyong, Laura, Pauline, Bonnie, Richard, 
Jeannie, Matt S, Matt and Ru. Items which were 
extra were distributed at the gate. Tivo distributed 
the lunches.

Monday, October 24
Volunteers: Teri, Barbara, Jan, Beth, Pam, Tom, 
Dan, Natalie, Crissi, Trish, Bonnie, Hunter and 
Paul. Menu: pork stew, spaghetti, mac and 
cheese with turkey corn dogs, quiche, corned 
beef, steak, curried caulifl ower, green salad, fruit, 
desserts, and a somewhat cleaned out and better 
organized freezer. 

Street Report 
By Lexine Alpert

Erica and I distributed approximately 87 amazing 
meals, consisting of mac n cheese (a defi nite 
favorite), veggies, fruit, roll, and a dessert.  

We started down Broadway and for a change, 
went up and down side streets (Franklin 
Webster, Harrison Streets) and found many lone 
individuals defi nitely suff ering from mental illness 
on top of their homelessness. There were many 
in line outside of Health Care for the Homeless on 
14th Street, and all were very appreciative of the 
meals. Many, despite their active hallucinations 
and delusions, asked for a second meal and it was 
obvious several had not eaten for some time.  

We then headed down Wood St, the huge 
homeless encampment that is being cleared by 
CalTrans, to see what was going on. We are aware 
of many new homeless small camps sprouting 
up and people now living on streets that were 
last week vacant, and assume these are many of 
Wood’s streets displaced community members. 
Despite this, we found many people no longer 
living under the freeway mazes off  Wood 
Street, but many more out on the actual street. 
So another week goes by... Oakland and our 
country faces more and more homeless people. 
I constantly hear the statement in my head,...”I 
can’t help the world, but for that one individual I 
help it is the world”. 

Thank you for your hard work and for allowing 
me to bring incredible meals out on our streets.  



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Lexine Alpert
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship

Taste and see that the Lord is good.
God’s blessings are sweeter than honey.
God keeps our feet from wandering down wrong paths.
God’s precepts make us wiser than those who are accounted wise.
Let us worship the one who guides our lives.
Let us worship the one who leads us into life.

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 

Prelude Variations on Psalm 80
John Davison



Hymn #450: Be Though My Vision

Gathering Prayer
God of discernment and truth, be with us in our time of worship. Open our minds 
to receive your wisdom. Open our hearts to accept your love. Open our spirits to 
embrace your ways. Be present with us as we seek your guidance, that we may follow 
in your wisdom and truth.
Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Everlasting God, we need your hand to guide us. You watch over us and help us 
chart the seasons of our lives. Instruct us when it is time to pluck up and when it is 
time to break down. Teach us when it is time to build and time to tear down. Show 
us when it is time to sow and when it is time to reap. Make a new covenant with 
us and put your teachings in our hearts. Be our God, that we may be your people, 
a people who know you and who keep your ways.
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon 

In the new covenant of Christ Jesus, grace and forgiveness are ours. Rejoice and 
live into the hope and freedom that are ours.
Amen

One:

All: 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders.

One:
All:
One:

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able



Jeremiah 31:  31 - 34Scripture Lesson
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and 
remember their sin no more

One:

T H E  W O R D

Hymn

The City 
by Rev. Bruce Reyes Chow

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Please stand as you are able

Prayer

 Exile and invitation
  interwoven and intertwined
 Pain and beauty
  startling and striking
 Neighbors and strangers
  dancing and dodging

 Building stretch up to the skies
 Parks off er breaths of creation
 Sidewalks reveal the complexities of living

 On this day, O Giver of Life
 we give thanks for the beauty of the city
 we thrive on the energy of all who inhabit it
 and we seek the welfare of all. Amen.

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

 All:

# 163 : Wild and Lone the Prophet’s voice



Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Written on the Heart

Hymn Christ of the Upward Way 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Sermon Continued

Invitation to the Off ering

Sharing of the Off ering

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

1. Christ of the upward way, my Guide divine,
Where Thou hast set Thy feet, may I place mine;
And move and march wherever Thou hast trod,

Keeping face forward up the hill of God.

2. Give me the heart to hear Thy voice and will,
That without fault or fear I may fulfi ll
Thy purpose with a glad and holy zest,

Like one who would not bring less than his best.

3. Give me the eye to see each chance to serve,
Then send me strength to rise with steady nerve,

And leap at once with kind and helpful deed,
To the sure succor of a soul in need.

4. Give me the good stout arm to shield the right,
And wield Thy sword of truth with all my might,

That, in the warfare I must wage for Thee,
More than a victor I may ever be.

5. Christ of the upward way, my Guide divine,
Where Thou hast set Thy feet, may I place mine;
And when Thy last call comes, serene and clear,

Calm may my answer be, “Lord, I am here.”

Even as God invites us to bring our needs in prayer, God also invites us to bring our gifts in service 
to the world. Let us bring our gifts with as much tenacity and courage as we bring our needs and 
prayers before God.

Prayer of Dedication
God of abundant blessing, may our gifts become instruments of your truth and vessels 
of your love; may our off erings plant seeds of hope wherever they are planted; may 
these gifts build a world of justice and righteousness for all. In Christ’s name, we pray.
Amen.

One:

All: 

Off eratory and Doxology Fughetta on “We all Believe in One True God” 
J.S. Bach



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Aeryn Seto Johnson 
Litrugist:  Gay Plair Cobb

Guest Musician: Dave Hatt
Song Leaders: Anne Margaret Manay

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Godly Play: Dorrie Dodge and Monrovia Prinz

Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin
Fellowship Time Refreshments: Halloween Party

The Lone Wild Bird Hymn

Invitation to Community Life 

The lone, wild bird in lofty fl ight
is still with you, nor leaves your sight.

And I am yours! I rest in you,
Great Spirit, come, rest in me, too.

The ends of earth are in your hand,
the sea's dark deep and far off  land.

And I am yours! I rest in you,
Great Spirit, come, rest in me, too.

Each secret thought is known to you,
the path I walk my whole life through;

my days, my deeds, my hopes, my fears,
my deepest joys, my silent tears.

As people of prayer, go now to live your prayers.
As people of faith, go now to live in faith.
As people of love, go now to live with love.

One:

      Fughetta on “All Glory be to God on High” 
J.S. Bach


