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Halloween Party October 30
Catalyst Youth Network Begins New After 
School Program at First Church

Get to Know:  Charmaine Irmiter
Ceasefi re Walks Begin Fall Schedule 

Robert Rickett  
Catalyst Youth Network 



Church Halloween Party! 
Sunday, October 30
Did you know that Halloween is a Christian 
celebration?  Its Christian origins related to 
overcoming sin and death through Jesus.  We 
will celebrate with a Halloween Party next 
week, October 30 during fellowship time in the 
Reception Room.  

Activities including crafts, bobbing for apples, 
face painting and henna will delight both children 
and adults.  Come in costume if you dare!  Bring 
a friend.

After-School Progam for Street 
Academy High School Students 
Finds Home at First Church 
Starting October 26, the Catalyst Youth Network 
(CYN) will host an after-school program at First 
Church for Emiliano Zapata Street Academy 
students. 

The Academy, located a few blocks from First 
Church at 417 29th Street,  is an alternative 
high school which, for the past 35 years, has 
been serving students from multi-cultural 
backgrounds, many of whom are at risk of failure 
in conventional high schools. The academy 
provides students with a college preparation 
program while emphasizing community 
service, appreciation of diversity, and a strong 
commitment to social justice. A consulting 
teacher works with each parent/guardian and 
student to develop an educational plan and 
communicates regularly to ensure students are 
on track. The school off ers both a core academic 
day program and an extended day program with 
independent studies and enrichment programs. 

CYN fi lls in the gap when school hours are 
over.The organization was designed to off er 
academy students access to the opportunities 
and resources that they need to fi nd success, 
including a stable environment for after-school 
hours. It off ers a network of service providers 
and mentoring resources for academy students, 
helping them fi nd paths to success outside of 
school, and connections needed for eventual 
employment or academic careers.  

The program will run on Wednesdays from 
12:30 - 3:30 pm and provide students with the 
opportunity to complete homework, play games 
and relax under the guidance and supervision of 
CYN counselors. 



AfterGlow Chorus to Perform 
October 30
Virtual Insanity: Mass Shootings & Madness 
of the Modern World

Ten years after the horrifi c mass shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, we 
honor and remember the victims of the growing 
number of mass shootings through the unique 
emotional power of music. The profound music 
in the concerts will explore a broad range of 
complex emotions, including grief, loss, anger, 
and healing. The wonderful jazz and R&B singer 
Clif Payne will also be a very special guest artist 
for these concerts. Discounted Tickets Now on 
Sale at Afterglowchorus.com 

Join our Community Organizing 
Activities for the Upcoming Election.   
Put your faith into action by contacting the 
people below to sign up: 

• Text Banking - contact Susannah Prinz
•  Postcard writing - contact Anne Margaret   
     Manay
•  Canvassing - contact Julia Marquez
•  Voter Information Event - Sunday 10/16 -  
     11:30am - contact Nancy Ogden)
•  Attend Mayoral Forum - October 27th - 7pm - 
     contact Dorothy Dugger
•  Possible Mayoral Forum Week of October 
     11- 14 is developing - contact Gay Plair Cobb, 
    Lorraine Provost or Carol Enoch

Ceasefi re Walks Start Fall Schedule.
Join this Important Eff ort. 



Get To Know:  Charmaine Irmiter

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

What I love the most about First Church?
I love the church history itself, being over a 
hundred years old now, and how it was built. And 
not to forget, it’s vision as a church. 

What are my hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland? 
My hope is that the church will continue to be 
a beacon — a light, and to reach out to people, 
especially the ones living here in Oakland, so that 
they also will come and join the church. 

What gifts/skills would you like to use within 
our church community or share with others? 
Although I failed to off er great gifts and skills 
in the past, but I will continue to support and 
be of help in small ways I know, like bringing 
refreshments occasionally, whenever I can. And 
I have been spreading words about how great 
our church is, especially about the amazing Godly 
Play, even bragged about our Easter & Christmas 
services. 

Charmaine as a small girl, above. Baptism of 
Charmaine’s now 18 yr. old daughter, Alessandra 
Mohar, at First Church, in 2005, below. 

What is a story from your life that other 
members should ask you about? I can say 
that being Filipino, my life and upbringing is 
completely diff erent in many ways, in terms of 
culture; food, clothing, shelter, school, church, 
transportation, and even the weather —that’s 
the tropical weather —y’know in Asia. So all 
sorts of ways I mentioned earlier, used to be 
very diff erent in the Philippines, until the modern 
time has arrived and maybe by infl uenced of the 
Western culture as well. And now a lot of things 
has already changed in the country.



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, October 14
Devon picked up food at Good Eggs and Western 
Service Workers. We are grateful to have Devon 
available for these pickups.

Saturday October 15
To Whole Foods, Rajiv, Devon, Henry. To Omni, 
Bill and Peter (we said adios to Peter, as he leaves 
for Illinois). To Good Eggs, Paul and Bryan. Eggs 
were boiled and deshelled for Sunday’s egg salad 
sandwiches. Omni did not have transportation 
to deliver us food, so we picked it up and got to 
see their facility on Telegraph in Temescal. Henry 
contacted an Ethiopian bakery in Temescal and 
picked up some of their bread products, we are 
evaluating to integrate this potential recurring 
donation into our program. First Presbyterian 
Homes picked up foods and extras went to ECAP.

Sunday, October 16
Jan Busch was the lead volunteer and was joined 
by Ann, Louise, Stacey, Laura, Martha, Erika, 
Kyong, Pauline, Subhashini, Bill, Bonnie, Jeannie, 
and Richard and Victor. Egg salad sandwiches 
were prepared, with chips, fruit, desserts, and 
pastries. These were distributed by Carmelo 
and team. Hazel brought snacks which will be 
used next Sunday. Macaroni and cheese was put 
together for Monday, plant-based ham loaf was 
set up for warming on Monday. Caulifl ower was 
prepared. Food picked up from Temple Sinai. 
Multiple food items were given at the gate.

Monday, October 17
Teri’s team put the food together: mac and 
cheese, a plant-based ham and gray, grilled 
vegetables and caulifl ower, green salad, fruit, 
dessert, and pastries. The volunteers were Beth, 
Dan, Jan, Crissi, Ru and others

Street Report 
By Lexine Alpert
This past Monday, my friend from NYC joined me 
to give out 78 meals consisting of several diff erent 
entrees (spaghetti, roasted chicken, steak, mac 
and cheese), salad, bread and dessert.  The plates 
were heavy, and it felt great that people would be 
well fed.  Honestly, my friend (who has lived the 
last 47 years in NYC) was shocked at the number 
of homeless people we have on our streets.  She 
was also surprised that so many of them know 
me by name.  I do see many of the same people 
on the streets each week:  Drew, Jason, Judy, 
Devone, Arthur, Yvette, Khalil, Marc, Anthony, 
Travis, Moore, Robert.   Our names mean a lot 
and to a homeless person who rarely hears their 
name acknowledged, it is everything.  Studies 
show calling someone by their name creates 
a sense of belonging, and leads to a feeling of 
being respected, recognized, and accepted.  
Remember this when stopping to help someone 
on the street...it is a small thing that means so 
much.  

We passed a group of "regulars" on Telegraph, 
and they insisted I have someone take a photo 
(below). It was a beautiful day and I’m so happy 
to be able to serve our community and help 
those of you preparing meals and getting them 
out on the street.



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• Catalyst Youth Network
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Lexine Alpert
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Bill Coburn Prepares the Flowers for the 
Sunday Worship
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship
Hallelujah, my sisters and brothers, God is our everything! Will you be a witness!
Yes, Lord, we will be witnesses. We will celebrate the goodness and mercy of our 
God, Hallelujah!
We will seek peace, mercy, and justice and be sources of them. We will tell our 
children what God has done through the ages. Will you be a witness? 
Yes, Lord, we will be witnesses. We will shout from the rooftops that our God is 
a rock in a weary land, a shelter in the time of storm. We will worship you and be 
your instruments in the world. 
Hallelujah, we are witnesses for a God of mercy and love. Let’s worship and live like 
children of royalty and grace. Hallelujah! 

W E L C O M E

One:
All:

One:

All:

One:

Prelude        By the Waters of Babylon



Hymn #610 : O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Gathering Prayer
Master Gardner, you revive us when our bodies grow weak, and when our spirits faint 
within us. Though we may be bound by our worries, your word is not chained. Help 
us build houses of joy and plant gardens of faith. As we pray for the welfare of our 
communities, help us bloom where we are planted, that your harvest of hope and 
love may be bountiful. In gratitude for your blessings, we pray.
Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Reassure us, faithful God, when doubt troubles our thoughts. Comfort us in times 
of despair. Forgive us in moments of sin. Heal us in seasons of sickness and sorrow. 
Have mercy on us, God, that we may have mercy on your beautiful world, creating 
shalom in all that we say and do. In the spirit of your hope and love, we pray.
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon 

Shout and sing for joy! Christ has brought us out to freedom, and our faith has 
healed us and made us whole.In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. 
Amen

One:

All: 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders.

One:
All:
One:

One:

All:

I love you Lord, and I lift my voice
To worship you, O my soul, rejoice.
Take joy, my king, in what you hear;

May it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.
(sing twice)

Response #627 : I Love you, Lord

Please stand as you are able



Jeremiah  29 : 1, 4-7Scripture Lesson
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to 
the remaining elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  Build houses and live in them; plant gardens 
and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 
for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and 
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the  LORD  on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will fi nd your welfare.

One:

T H E  W O R D

Hymn

The City 
by Rev. Bruce Reyes Chow

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Please stand as you are able

Prayer

 Exile and invitation
  interwoven and intertwined
 Pain and beauty
  startling and striking
 Neighbors and strangers
  dancing and dodging

 Building stretch up to the skies
 Parks off er breaths of creation
 Sidewalks reveal the complexities of living

 On this day, O Giver of Life
 we give thanks for the beauty of the city
 we thrive on the energy of all who inhabit it
 and we seek the welfare of all
              Amen.

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

 All:

# 623 : I’ve Got Peace like a River



Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Seek the Welfare of the City

Hymn #697 : Take My Life

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Sermon Continued

Musical Off ering                                  Marilyn Reynolds 

Invitation to the Off ering

Like the Israelites in exile, may we bring gifts in hard places:
hope to a hurting world;
beauty to brighten our days:
peace in the midst of strife;
shalom where people are broken;
life and growth where death has threatened.
Like Jesus on the way to the cross, 
may we off er healing love to one and all.
Bring your gratitude, bring your gifts, bring your prayers, bring your blessings. 
May our off ering be living prayers for the welfare of the world.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One:
All:
One: 

Prayer of Dedication
For bringing hope to our world and healing to our lives, we give you thanks and praise. 
Bless these gifts, that they may become signs of hope, paths of healing, and prayers of 
peace for your world. 
Amen.

One:

All: 

Sharing of the Off ering

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Off eratory



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz 
Litrugist: Henry Gardner

Guest Musician:  Joe Warner
Song Leaders: Marilyn Reynolds and Susannah Prinz

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Godly Play: Di Pagel and Monrovia Prinz

Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin
Fellowship Time Refreshments: Chris Weber

#384 : Soon and Very SoonHymn

Invitation to Community Life 


