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Bill Coburn Off ers a Tribute to Peter Avery
Community Organizing Meeting Today 

Get to Know:  Julia Marquez

Downtown Streets Team Makes First Church 
Home



Faith Presbyterian & First Church 
Worship Together

AfterGlow Chorus to Perform 
October 30
Virtual Insanity: Mass Shootings & Madness 
of the Modern World
Ten years after the horrifi c mass shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, we 
honor and remember the victims of the growing 
number of mass shootings through the unique 
emotional power of music. The profound music 
in the concerts will explore a broad range of 
complex emotions, including grief, loss, anger, 
and healing. The wonderful jazz and R&B singer 
Clif Payne will also be a very special guest artist 
for these concerts. 

Discounted Tickets Now on Sale at 
Afterglowchorus.com 

Margie Witt, Louise Hill, Barbara Goodroe, and Marilyn 
Reynolds shared stories of travel, and they considered 
the ongoing problem of anonymity of the unhoused and 
estranged. 

Dr. Valerie Miles Tribble joins Pastor Matt to lead  
Sunday worship for a combined service of Faith 
Presbyterian Church and First Church. 

Downtown Streets Team To 
Make First Church Campus Home
First Church will be sponsoring a weekly meeting 
of the Downtown Streets Team in the Reception 
Room on Thursdays, from 12:30 – 2:30. The 
weekly meeting is a gathering of leaders and 
volunteers in the program. Downtown Streets 
Team is a volunteer work experience program 
for unhoused community members. Participants 
volunteer on teams which beautify our city’s 
streets, parks, and waterways by removing 
trash and debris. Through their participation, 
Team Members receive case management 
and employment coaching services, and basic 
needs assistance to reduce their barriers to self-
suffi  ciency. 

Sponsorship of this organization through use of 
space is part of First Church’s mission to make 
the church campus available to outside groups 
that are doing work to alleviate suff ering and 
promote stability. 



Join our Community Organizing 
Activities for the Upcoming Election.   
Put your faith into action by contacting the 
people below to sign up: 
• Text Banking - contact Susannah Prinz
•  Postcard writing - contact Anne Margaret   
     Manay
•  Canvassing - contact Julia Marquez
•  Voter Information Event - Sunday 10/16 -  
     11:30am - contact Nancy Ogden)
•  Attend Mayoral Forum - October 27th - 7pm - 
     contact Dorothy Dugger
•  Possible Mayoral Forum Week of October 
     11- 14 is developing - contact Gay Plair Cobb, 
    Lorraine Provost or Carol Enoch

Thank you to our Good Friend, Peter Avery, as He Leaves for Peoria
By Bill Coburn
We wish Peter well with his new chapter, moving 
to Illinois to be with Debra, and undertaking 
similar volunteer work in Peoria, however, we 
hope to see him in the future as he has continuing 
work consulting here in Oakland. In summary 
we thank Peter for his eff orts and especially are 
grateful for the innovation and commitment to 
his work in the Food Ministry during his time in 
Oakland: it has been a wonderful and fruitful 
engagement with us. 

Peter has been volunteering with the Food 
Ministry program since 2013. He joined us shortly 
his wife Debra Avery became the First Pres. 
pastor. Peter has a deeply felt commitment to 
serving people who are food insecure, and for 
many years not only volunteered with us but 
was also on the Board of Directors of the local 
Meals on Wheels program. Most recently Peter 
has been part of the Saturday (and occasional 
other day) pick up team and has been a regular 
with kitchen clean up on Sundays. He has 
enthusiastically participated and off ered his 
many talents, as needed. 

Following 27th Street Shooting, 
Children’s Choir Leaves First 
Church
Following a September 8 shooting in front of 
the Humanist Hall, witnessed by children waiting 
for parents to pick them up, the Board of the 
Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choir has elected 
to use another venue for weekly rehearsals. First 
Church was formerly used four times a week by 
three of the PEBCC groups for rehearsals, and 
was also a frequent performance venue.



Get To Know:  Julia Marquez

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

What do you love about First Church
There are many aspects of First Church that 
resonate with me, but I will focus on one:  Thank 
you First Church for helping me raise my children 
in the faith - from helping them develop their 
spiritual understanding through Godly Play 
to providing many opportunities for them to 
participate in the worship service, to continuing 
prayers and concern for them now that they are 
away at college.  

I will be forever grateful to my church family for 
the love you have shown to Joshua Day and Leah 
over the years.

What are your hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland?
I'd like to see our church community grow deeper 
in our relationships with each other - that more 
of our congregation would participate in church 
events, that we would keep track of each other, 
calling on a member who has missed worship 
service for a few weeks, that we would multiply 
our inter-connections and personal interactions 
by going on walks or having coff ee together, 
sharing meals, that we would service one 
another by providing childcare of each other's 
kids, lending each other tools, and that we would 
enjoy each other’s company - attending each 
other's birthday parties or other special events. 

And I hope we can have many deep conversations 
about faith inspiring us to work together toward 
a more just and merciful world.

What gifts/skills would you like to use within 
our church community or share with others?
Sometimes God gives me creative inspirations 
for serving the church - like putting on the youth 
skit for Di’s retirement party, organizing a dance 
performance during the worship service, serving 

fresh squeezed orange juice during fellowship 
time.  First church is small enough and fl exible 
enough to allow me to run with my ideas and 
when people respond to them favorably, it fi lls 
me with joy.

What is a story from your life that other members 
should ask you about?
If you have not heard the story of Leah’s adoption, 
feel free to ask me about it -- it was indeed a faith 
journey.



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

 On Monday, Erica and I distributed 85+ meals 
to people on the streets of our city. The meals 
consisted of amazing salmon, vegetables, bread, 
a salad and dessert.  

There is a lot happening on the streets of Oakland. 
The huge Wood Street encampment that has 
housed an estimated 300-500 people is being 
torn down by CalTrans and we are discovering 
"pop-up" camps on many of the streets we 
cover. In West Oakland along 80 Freeway and 
behind the sound barrier, there are now about 12 
large RV's and the numbers seem to be growing 
each day. The homeless who have lived in that 
area (on Pine St) have informed us that CalTrans 
gave the RV's notice that they must be out in two 
weeks.  No telling where they may go.

We seem to be seeing more and more people in 
hospital gowns, inpatient wrist tags and often 
in wheelchairs...a testament to the fact that the 
homeless are being seen in hospitals and then 
discharged out onto the streets. And, as noted 
many times before, the numbers of mentally ill 
on the streets continues to grow. I videotaped 
Moore who we feed each week to show the 
tragedy of mental illness that we see so often.  

Thank you all for your eff orts, time, commitment 
and humanity in trying to help those less 
fortunate.  I often feel that what we do is just a 
bandaid to the oozing wounds of our community, 
but to that one person who is hungry and so 
thankful to receive a meal, it means everything.  

Street Report 
By Lexine Alpert

Friday, October 7
Devon used Rajiv's truck, picked up food from 
Good Eggs and Western Service Workers. Food 
received from Food of God program. Earlier 
in the week, Teri had given food items to the 
Manna from Heaven Program, and in exchange 
was given tunafi sh (used this Sunday). Sandy 
delivered items for distribution.

Saturday, October 8
Omni dropped off  with their new bicycle powered 
delivery vehicle. Bryan and Paul picked up from 
Good Eggs. Devon, Bill and Henry picked up at 
Whole Foods (Devon also did some volunteering 
for Western Service Workers in East Oakland 
later in the day). Teri, and Steve and everyone 
else were in the kitchen to put away food, give 
some away to ECAP and give some to Berkeley 
Presbyterian Homes.

Sunday, October 9
The Sunday team included Ann, Louise, Kyong, 
Laura, Carol, Erica, new volunteer Martha, 
Pauline, Richard, Bonnie, and at the gate 
were Gay and Lorraine. The team made tuna 
sandwiches, chips, fruit, and desserts. Tivo did 
the distribution this week.

Monday, October 10
Teri and crew, Barbara TM, Barbara G, Natalie, 
Joanne, Dave, Hunter, Ru, Paul, Trish, Diane, 
Richard, Jeannie, Linda, Crissi, Bonnie and Jan 
and Bryan. Menu: 85 meals to Lexine, some were 
spaghetti and garlic bread, fruit, salad, green 
beans or caulifl ower and desserts. Others were 
steak with potatoes, green salad, fruit salad and 
desserts. Another selection was spicy marinated 
chicken, mac and cheese, fruit and green salad 
and desserts. And fi nally, cold cuts, fruit salad 
and green salad and potatoes to the gate, 50 
meals. Clothing was distributed.    



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Downtown Streets Team
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Su Inadomi, Lexine Alpert, 
Carol Enoch, Micheline La Mont 
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

Stanford student Alessandra Mohar enjoys a care 
package sent to her by First Church deacons. 
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Making God’s 
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Art by Blake Hughes



Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship
When we are lost and uncertain,
God provides prophets and storytellers to guide us toward the truth.
When we are in need of rescue,
God provides refuge and shelter during our darkest days.
When we are looking, seeking, and hoping, 
God provides open arms to welcome us with love and faithfulness.
Come! Let us worship.

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One:

Prelude

Gathering Prayer
Loving God, our rock and foundation, we thank you for the opportunity to gather in 
your holy name. May this be a time when we remember your faithfulness. You give us 
hope when despair creeps into our lives. You carve out a path when we lack direction. 
You send family members, friends, and even strangers when we need reminders of 
your promise. And you send Jesus Christ, your beloved child, to show us how to live 
in your ways. May we open our hearts to receive all that you provide. 
Amen

One:

All:

                    We have a friend in Jesus



Musical Off ering Shine on Me
arrangement by Rollo Dilworth

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

God, you are the stronghold of our lives. When life takes us to places we never 
imagined, you provide hope and bring us back to you. Forgive the times when we 
abandon your ways. Forgive our failure to see your presence in our lives. Forgive 
us when we hurt ourselves and one another. Forgive our fear of those who are 
diff erent. Forgive our failure to care for one another. Gracious God, forgive us and 
heal us. Help us return to you open and loving arms, trusting you as the Lord of our 
lives. In Christ’s name we pray.
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

Assurance of Pardon 
The psalmist proclaims, “My refuge and my fortress; my God in whom I trust.” May we 
trust the forgiveness of God that sets us free and enables us to joyfully be the people of 
God. In the name of Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Christ, you are forgiven. Amen

One:

All: 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders.

One:
All:
One:

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. Amen.

(sing twice)

Response #582: Glory to God, Who’s Goodness Shines on Me Shine on Me 



Jeremiah  32 : 1-3, 6 - 15Scripture Lesson

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD in the tenth year of King Zedekiah 
of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. At that time the 
army of the king of Babylon was besieging Jerusalem, and the prophet Jeremiah 
was confi ned in the court of the guard that was in the palace of the king of Judah, 
where King Zedekiah of Judah had confi ned him. Zedekiah had said, “Why do you 
prophesy and say: Thus says the LORD: I am going to give this city into the hand of 
the king of Babylon, and he shall take it.

Jeremiah said, “The word of the LORD came to me:  Hanamel son of your uncle 
Shallum is going to come to you and say, ‘Buy my fi eld that is at Anathoth, for the 
right of redemption by purchase is yours.’ ” Then my cousin Hanamel came to 
me in the court of the guard, in accordance with the word of the LORD, and said 
to me, “Buy my fi eld that is at Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, for the right of 
possession and redemption is yours; buy it for yourself.” Then I knew that this was 
the word of the LORD.

And I bought the fi eld at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel and weighed out 
the silver to him, seventeen shekels of silver.  I signed the deed, sealed it, got 
witnesses, and weighed the silver on scales.  Then I took the sealed deed of 
purchase containing the terms and conditions and the open copy, and I gave the 

One:

T H E  W O R D

Hymn #39: Great is Thy Faithfulness
Please stand as you are able

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

 All:



For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Investing in the Future when the World is Burning

Hymn #365 : God Reigns! Let Earth Rejoice! 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Communion Music Imagine            

Sermon Continued

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:   The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:   We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:   Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:   Thanks be to God.

By John Lennon

Words of Institution

deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah, in the presence of 
my cousin Hanamel, in the presence of the witnesses who signed the deed of 
purchase, and in the presence of all the Judeans who were sitting in the court 
of the guard.  In their presence I charged Baruch, saying, “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Take these deeds, both this sealed deed of purchase and 
this open deed, and put them in an earthenware jar, in order that they may last for 
a long time.  For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fi elds 
and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.”

Sharing the Holy Meal and Presenting Our Off erings

Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Sandhya Jha 

Litrugist: Jan Busch
Guest Musician:  David Morales

Song Leader: Anne Margaret Manay
Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi

Godly Play: Dorrie Dodge and Ruby Prinz
Communion Set Up: Diane Hill and Chris Kovach

Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin

#80: You Shall Go Out with Joy Hymn

Prayer of Dedication
Generous and almighty God, we off er these gifts to you. We are thankful for your prov-
idence, but we are even more grateful that we can share these gifts with you and with 
your children everywhere. May these gifts be signs of our faithfulness to you and to one 
another. In you holy name, we pray. 
Amen.

One:

All: 


