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AfterGlow Chorus Performs Oct. 30
Community Organizing Ramps Up 
Get to Know:  Chris Weber

Downtown Streets Team Plans Meetings Here

Team Prepares Care Packages for College Students 



Oakland’s Downtown Streets Team Plans Meetings at First Church

Helping people get back on their feet is the goal 
of the Downtown Streets Program, a Volunteer 
Work-Experience Program which invites people 
experiencing homelessness to volunteer on 
Teams dedicated to cleaning streets, parks, and 
other public spaces while they chart a path out 
of homelessness. 

In exchange for their volunteerism, Team 
Members receive case management, 
employment coaching, job placement and basic 
needs assistance. 

Teams provide meaningful structured daily activity 
that fosters community, kindles confidence, 
reaffirms dignity, and develops employment soft 
skills like punctuality, cooperation, and personal 
responsibility.

Essential to the momentum of the Volunteer 
Work-Experience Program is attending Weekly 
Success Meetings where Team Members are 
able to share successes, challenges, support, 
resources, and a warm meal. These gatherings 
have been described by San Francisco Magazine 
as “part church revival and part 12-step meeting, 
with a little hiring hall and job fair thrown in.”

With a tentative starting date of October 27,  the 
weekly success meeting is set to take place in our 
Reception Room. Recognizing the need for local 
space and the worthiness of the organization, 
First Church is donating the space to this group 
to allow a convenient and bright space for the 
team to meet. 

Find out more about DTS at streetsteam.org. 



AfterGlow Chorus Performs October 30
Virtual Insanity: Mass Shootings & Madness of the Modern World

Ten years after the horrifi c mass shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, we 
honor and remember the victims of the growing 
number of mass shootings through the unique 
emotional power of music. The profound music 
in the concerts will explore a broad range of 
complex emotions, including grief, loss, anger, 
and healing.

The music selections include:
“Let My Love Be Heard” by Jake Runestead  
“Only in Sleep” by Eriks Esenvalds  

Join our Community Organizing Activities for the Upcoming Election.   
Put your faith into action by contacting the people below to sign up: 

• Text Banking - contact Susannah Prinz
•  Postcard writing - contact Anne Margaret   
     Manay
•  Canvassing - contact Julia Marquez
•  Voter Information Event - Sunday 10/16 -  
     11:30am - contact Nancy Ogden)
•  Attend Mayoral Forum - October 27th - 7pm - 
     contact Dorothy Dugger
•  Possible Mayoral Forum Week of October 
     11- 14 is developing - contact Gay Plair Cobb, 
    Lorraine Provost or Carol Enoch

“Lacrimosa / Take My Life” by Isaac Cates  
“Remember Me” from the movie Coco  
“Water Guns” by Todrick Hall  “We Shall Walk in 
the Valley of Peace” by Moses Hogan  
“Change” by Christina Aguilera  
“Watch Them Burn” by Chris Singleton  
“Virtual Insanity” by Jamiroquai  

The wonderful jazz and R&B singer Clif Payne 
will also be a very special guest artist for these 
concerts. Discounted Tickets Now on Sale at 
Afterglowchorus.com 



Get To Know:  Chris Weber

What do you love about First Church?
The thing that gets me most excited when I am 
at church is hearing the organ played well, or 
singing with the congregation. Some of the most 
profound spiritual experiences I have in worship 
have all been through music. I think being moved 
to tears by the emotional qualities of music is 
probably one of my favorite experiences. 

What are your hopes for our church and the city 
of Oakland?
I hope we can use our considerable resources 
to help meet the enormous need for aff ordable 
housing. There are more than fi ve thousand 
people living on the streets, a problem which 
aff ects all of us (even those of us with homes in 
stable neighborhoods). Churches with property 
resources (like ours) have both the means 
and the obligation to make enormous positive 
change by putting those resources to work. 

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and Community Partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 

Get To Know:  Chris Weber What gifts or skills would you like to use within 
our church community or share with others?
I am the sort of person who has a foolish 
overconfi dence in his own abilities. I will say 
“yes” to helping with just about anything. My 
favorite thing to do is make a meal - something 
we haven’t enjoyed together since before the 
pandemic began. 

What is a story from your life that other members 
should ask you about?
Did you know that I was once an infantyman in 
the United States Marine Corps? Looking back, 
it seems a bizzare choice for me to make in my 
early 20’s. Nevertheless, I served for six years and 
have the UV damage to prove it. 

What is a story from scripture that means a lot 
to you?
Do you remember the passage about the woman 
with the alabastor jar full of nard (Mark 14 : 3-9)? 
For me, this very brief passage provides a terrifi c 
illustration for how to use the things that are the 
most precious to us. The jar was very expensive, 
but for whatever reason, she was moved to 
break it open and annoint Jesus with it. I suppose 
the dedication of resources resonates with me. 

What is a song or hymn that you like to sing?
I love sacred music. Be Still My Soul, which we 
sang last week, was a hymn I played for myself 
often after my father’s death. It’s beautifully 
composed (Jean Sibelius), and the lyrics hold the 
complexity of Christian faith and the great pain 
we all experience in life. I’m rarely able to sing all 
the way through - I usually start crying.   



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, September 30
Devon and Rajiv picked up food from Good Eggs, 
and Western Service Workers. am not sure, there 
may have been a delivery of food from the Food 
of God program.

Saturday, October 1
Omni delivered early morning. Bryan and Dorothy 
picked up from Good Eggs. Devon, Henry, and 
Peter picked up at Whole Foods. Teri and Bill were 
in the kitchen.

The Sunday and Monday menu items were 
decided, and instructions were put on the kitchen 
whiteboard and photos taken for the Sunday 
volunteers. Items were put in the pantry to keep 
the kitchen open for a rental event.

Sunday, October 2
Volunteer team: Kyong, Laura, her son Paul, Erica, 
Ann, Pauline, Victor, Jeannie, Richard, Steve the 
lead person this week, Louise, Nina with son Jack.

Cold cut sandwiches with cheese and tomato 
and lettuce were made, chips, fruit, desserts, 
and a snack were prepared. Nina, Jack and Ann, 
and Victor were at the gate and Carmelo and his 
team distributed the lunches. A case of green 
beans were prepared for the Monday meal 
(green bean prep, by the way is one of the most 
labor-intensive eff orts) and green peppers were 
prepared. The kitchen was cleaned in preparation 
for the Monday meal.

Monday, October 3
Volunteer team: Barbara T-M, Barbara G., Dave, 
Dan, Jan, Natalie, Crissi, Joanne, Diane, Bonnie, 
Jeannie, Richard, and Linda. The menu was baked 
salmon with chili lime seasoning, green beans and 
mixed vegetables, green salad, coleslaw, spinach 
salad with garden tomatoes, fruit salad, garlic 

bread, savory pastries, and desserts. Lexine and 
the team distributed meals. 

A reminder, although the church has recently 
loosened some of the Covid policies for worship, 
the mask mandate is still in force in the kitchen. 
When there might be changes, we will let 
everyone know. 

Secondly, the Monday team continues to seek 
clean gallon or half gallon containers with lids for 
fi lling with water and distributing to people on the 
streets with no water access. Please deliver the 
canisters to the kitchen.



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Chris Weber, Bill Coburn 

Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings
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Watch Cami Inadomi play volleyball 
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Making God’s 
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship
Is God not in Zion? Is there no ruler to lead us?
Search for the Lord, for God waits where we least expect it.
Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no healer to help us?
Cry out to the Lord, for God hears our pleas.
Is there no hope left to be found? Is there nowhere to turn? 
Place your trust in the Lord, whose compassion comes speedily to meet us.
Come, worship the one who hears our pleas.
We will enter God’s gates with hope and gladness.

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One:
All: 

Prelude

Gathering Prayer
Elusive One, the scoff ers say, “Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there?” 
Why do you tarry when you people need you? Why do you hide your face when 
our need is great? Speed your compassion to our side, for our souls have become 
wellsprings of sorrow, and our eyes have become rivers of tears. Help us, God of 
liberation, for in you alone do we fi nd our strength to revive our souls; in you alone 
do we fi nd nourishment to meet the needs for the journey. Come speedily to us once 
more, that we may see your glory and know where our true help lies.  
Amen

One:

All:

      We Have Come Into His House 
                                   By Bruce Ballinger



Hymn Welcome into this Place 
Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Holy One, in the midst of life’s trials, be once more the balm in Gilead that makes 
the wounded whole; become for us the healing balm that heals the sin-sick soul. 
For we are weary in body and tired in soul, as we strive to live faithfully as children 
of light – children who are wise in the ways of your kingdom. Too often, we neglect 
the talents you give us, and hold onto the abundance you have given us. Forgive 
us. Search our hearts and minds, increase our faithfulness each day.
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon 

Rejoice and be glad, for even when sorrow grips us, God’s compassion comes speedily 
to meet us. Be still and know that there is a balm in Gilead that heals the sin-sick soul.

One:

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders.

One:
All:
One:

Welcome, into this place, 
welcome into this broken vessel

You desire to abide,
 in the praises of your people

As we lift our hands, and we lift our hearts
As we off er up our praises to Your name

(Repeat) 

The creation, declares your glory
And the universe declares your majesty

You choose to abide, in the praises of your people
So, we off er up this praise unto your Name.

(Repeat)

As we off er up our praise unto your Name…
(Repeat)



Hymn How Great is Our God
Please stand as you are able

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

 All:

Chorus:
How great is our God, sing with me

How great is our God, and the world will see
How great, how great Is our God

(repeat)

Verse 1:
The splendor of our King, clothed in majesty

Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light,
 and darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice, 
and trembles at His voice

Chorus:
How great is our God, sing with me

How great is our God, and the world will see
How great, how great Is our God

(repeat)

Verse 2:
And age to age He stands, and time is in His hands

Beginning and the end, beginning and the end
The God head three in one, Father, Spirit, Son
The lion and the lamb, the lion and the lamb

As we off er up our praise unto your Name…
(Repeat)

Bridge:
He’s a name above all names, 

He’s worthy of our praise

Chorus:
How great is our God, sing with me

How great is our God, and the world will see
How great, how great Is our God

 
And my heart will sing, how great is our God..

(repeat)
 



Jeremiah 8 : 18 - 9:1  Scripture Lesson
My joy is gone; grief is upon me;
    my heart is sick.
Listen! The cry of the daughter of my people
    from far and wide in the land:
“Is the LORD not in Zion?
    Is her King not in her?”
(“Why have they provoked me to anger with their images,
    with their foreign idols?”)  
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended,
    and we are not saved.”
 For the brokenness of the daughter of my people I am broken,
    I mourn, and horror has seized me.
Is there no balm in Gilead?
    Is there no physician there?
Why then has the health of the daughter of my people
    not been restored?
O that my head were a spring of water
    and my eyes a fountain of tears,
so that I might weep day and night
   for the slain of the daughter of my people!

One:

T H E  W O R D

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

My God, My God, Where Are You? 

Hymn #792: There is Balm in Gilead

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D

Please stand as you are able

Invitation to the Off ering

Off ertory

Ushers will collect the weekly off ering
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Knowing how much God has given us, let us come with grateful hearts to off er our 
tithes and our gifts.

One:



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz and Dr. Valerie Miles Tribble
Guest Musician:  Patricia Felts

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Godly Play: Dorrie Dodge and Elizabeth Goodwin

Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin
Fellowship Time Refreshments:  Margie Witt

Flowers: Bill Coburn

Leaning on the Everlasting ArmsHymn

Prayer of Dedication
Source of every good gift, you call us to be wise with the true riches of your kingdom. 
May this off ering show such wisdom, that having been found faithful in a little, you will 
trust us to be faithful in much. We off er you these gifts in gratitude for your love, that 
they may bring healing and light to those who need your balm of Gilead. 
Amen.

One:

All: 

Verse 1:
What a fellowship, what a joy divine
Leaning on the everlasting arms
What a blessedness, what a peace of mind
Leaning on the everlasting arms.
 
Chorus:
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting 
arms.
 
Verse 2:
Oh how sweet to walk, in this pilgrim way
leaning on the everlasting arms
Oh how bright the path, grows from day to day
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Verse 3:
What have I to dread, what have I to fear
Leaning on the everlasting arms
I have blessed peace, with my Lord so near
Leaning on the everlasting arms.

Chorus:
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms
Leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms.
(repeat)
 
 

                 Let the Church Say Amen


