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Join the Mini-Chorus on October 16

Community Organizing Ramps Up 

Get to Know:  Western Service Workers Assoc. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Writes on the Prophets 
Faith Presb. Joins us October 9. Service at 11.



Community Organizing, Voting & Putting Faith Into Action:
Join Us and Help Make a Diff erence.

We gathered last Sunday to be inspired and 
to take new actions together in this election 
season. Julia, Nancy, Anne Margaret, and 
Susannah shared powerful testimonies of 
actions they have taken beyond voting and how 
their faith inspires them in building the beloved 
community.

We were inspired by a 1980 speech by Jesse 
Jackson when he was running for president 
when wove together the biblical story of David/
Goliath with the number of people unregistered 
or giving up on voting. He used the refrain 'Rocks 
just laying around' to encourage his audience to 
reach beyond themselves to get others to vote 
with them. Who are the 'rocks laying around' 
that we know and love? 

We shared stories of when we were inspired to 
vote and committed to acting together. 

Please join us and put your faith into action by 
participating in the activities below: 

 • Text Banking - contact Susannah Prinz
•  Postcard writing - contact Anne Margaret   
     Manay
•  Canvassing - contact Julia Marquez
•  Voter Information Event - Sunday 10/16 -  
     11:30am - contact Nancy Ogden)
•  Attend Mayoral Forum - October 27th - 7pm - 
     contact Dorothy Dugger
•  Possible Mayoral Forum Week of October 
     11- 14 is developing - contact Gay Plair Cobb, 
    Lorraine Provost or Carol Enoch



Martin Luther King, Jr. Writes about Prophets 

From New York Amsterdam News, February 26, 1966
by Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Today, we particularly need the Hebrew prophets 
because they taught that to love God was to love 
justice; that each human being has an inescapable 
obligation to denounce evil where he sees it an 
to defy a ruler who commands him to break the 
covenant.

The Hebrew prophets are needed today because 
decent people must be imbued with the courage 
to speak the truth, to realize that silence may 
temporarily preserve status or security but that 
to live a lie is a gross aff ront to God. 

The Hebrew prophets are needed today because 
we need their fl aming courage. We need them 
because the thunder of their fearless voices is 
the only sound stronger than the blasts of bombs 
and the clamor of war hysteria. 

The Hebrew prophets are needed today because 
Amos said, in words that echo across the 
centuries: “Let justice roll down like the waters 
and righteousness as a mighty stream.” We 
need them because Micah said, in words lifted 
to cosmic proportions, “They shall beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into 

pruning hooks. Nation shall not life up a sword 
against nation. Neither shall they learn war 
anymore.”
I think the Hebrew prophets are among us today 
because, although there are many pulpits that 
are empty while ministers physically occupy 
them, there are others from which the passion 
for justice and compassion for man is still heard. 

In the days to come, as the voices of sanity 
multiply, we shall know that, across thousands 
of years of time, the prophet’s message of truth 
and decency, brotherhood and peace, survives; 
that they are living in our time, to give hope to a 
tortured world that their promise of the Kingdom 
of God has not been lost to mankind. 

October 9 Worship with Faith Presbyterian 
Fellowship at 10. Worship at 11
On Sunday October 9, Faith Presbyterian will join 
us in worship service. The service will be held in 
our sanctuary at their regular worship time of 11. 
Plan to come at 10 to enjoy fellowship with both 
congregations. We will be serving a multitude of 
muffi  ns and fresh squeezed orange juice before 
the service. If you would like to contribute muffi  ns, 
email Julia at jmarquez@fb cl-visa.com.



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, September 23
Rajiv and Devon did the pick ups from Good Eggs 
and Western Service Workers on Friday. Sandy 
delivered foods and miscellaneous items for give 
away. Food of God delivered foods. Henry picked 
up from Arizmendi bakery.
 
Saturday, September 24
Paul and Dorothy picked up foods from Good 
Eggs and Rajiv, Devon, and Henry met at Whole 
Foods for their pick up. Omni delivered foods.

At church were Steve, Bryan, Teri and Bill. Eggs 
were boiled for egg salad sandwiches, a team 
eff ort de-shelled them to be ready to go on Sunday 
morning. Bryan and Teri organized the foods for 
storage and use for Sunday and Monday. Bryan 
prepared the white board with notes for the 
Sunday team.
 
Sunday, September 25
Volunteers were Ann, Louise, and new volunteer 
Mo, Aaron, Martha, Cami, Laura, Erica, Jeannie, 
Richard, Matthew, Kyong and Dorothy. Special 
thanks to Laura and Erica who stayed longer than 
usual to help with Monday  lunch prep enabling 
some of the volunteers to attend the election  
action meeting at noon. Ann, Jeannie, Richard 
and Victor were at the gate and Carmelo and 
his team distributed lunches to the streets. The 
menu was egg salad and tomato and lettuce 
sandwiches, fruit, chips, dessert and a morning 
pastry. Dorothy stayed late to the fi nal clean up.
 
Monday September 26
150 meals were prepared, 65 went to the gate, 
remaining to the streets. Linda and Devon 
undertook the distribution to the streets. 
Volunteers were Barbara G., Natalie, Dan, Dave, 
Beth, Hunter, Victor, Teri and daughter Callie. 
Jeannie and Richard helped with the dishes.

Menu was: rice and beans, caulifl ower with an 
Indian spice mix, 3 kinds of sausage in a spicy 
chipolte sauce over spaghetti. Additionally, some 
meals were chicken with a cream Alfredo sauce. 
egg salad, mac and cheese and a green salad and 
cole slaw were also served, fruit salad, pretzel rolls 
and dessert completed the food items.

Teri is excellent by preparing items, not enough for 
the 150 meals, but makes available for a portion of 
the total meals, however, as was the case today, 
when many items are prepared, the time to get 
everything ready becomes challenging. We thank 
the food prep team.



Get To Know:  Western Service Workers Association 
Western Service Workers Association (WSWA) 
helps the community in a variety of ways.  A free 
and voluntary membership association, WSWA 
was  built by and for its membership of low-
income service, domestic, in-home care, part-
time and temporary workers since 1975. 

WSWA is entirely volunteer run, without a dime of 
government or other “strings attached” funds. 
WSWA’s self-help 11-point membership benefi t 
program – including emergency food, clothing, 
preventive medical care, non-emergency dental 
care, legal advice and “Know Your Law” sessions 
and more – helps meet immediate needs while 
the organization pursues solutions to the cause 
of low wages, lack of benefi ts and unsafe 
working conditions.

Through the combined eff orts of WSWA 
members and volunteers, the organization can 
meet some  immediate survival needs, enabling 
members to take a leadership role in the fi ght 
for living wages and long-term solutions to the 
problems of poverty they face as low-income 
workers. 

WSWA holds several annual events at the First 
Church campus, sponsored by the Church. 
WSWA also provides weekly support to the 
Food Ministry, with groceries provided for First 
Church use on Fridays. 

With volunteer participation, WSWA members 
can win the fi ght to determine their own fate 
and future. Find out what you can do to make 
that hope a reality! To volunteer, go to wswaba.
org/volunteer. 

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature focusing 
on church members and community partners. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Lexine Alpert, Suzie Inadomi

Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings
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Mini Chorus Set for October 16  
Join David Morales in a mini chorus for the 
Sunday, October 16 service. To particpate please 
see Linda Carter to sign up. 
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship
Lord, you have searched me and you know me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise. You discern my thoughts from far away.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works. This I know well.
With all your children, 
We will give you thanks and praise!

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 

Prelude

Hymn #625: O Lord My God – How Great Thou Art 
Please stand as you are able

Gathering Prayer
One:

All:

Lord, you are the potter, we are the clay. Take our lives, God and remake us anew. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, that we may be fi lled with living water. Fit us for your 
purposes, that we may be wholly yours. 
Amen



C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Holy God, we have sought to follow you without counting the costs, but our tanks 
are running empty, and we are afraid we can’t go the distance. We have hidden 
in the crowd, ignoring Christ’s call to pick up our cross and follow him. We have 
hidden in the stories we tell ourselves: that we will attend to our spiritual walk 
someday – just not this day. Help us assess our motives and intentions, even as 
we ponder our need for the journey. For only then will we know if we have what it 
takes to fi nish the course in faith. 
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon 

When we fall short in life, God puts us on the potter’s wheel and fashions us into vessels 
fi t for the kingdom. This journey of transformation is rarely pleasant, but it is necessary 
for us to be made new and whole.

One:

Response 

Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true.
Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You.

You are the potter, I am the clay,
Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.

Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true.
Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You.

Hymn #695: Change My Heart, O God

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.

One:
All:
One:



Jeremiah 18 : 1 - 11 Scripture Lesson
The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  “Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my words.”  So I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was working at his wheel.  The vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed 
good to him.

Then the word of the LORD came to me: Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, 
just as this potter has done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, 
so are you in my hand, O house of Israel. At one moment I may declare concerning 
a nation or a kingdom that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, but if that 
nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind 
about the disaster that I intended to bring on it. 

And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will 
build and plant it, but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will 
change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, 
say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the LORD: 
Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn 
now, all of you, from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

One:

Sermon

T H E  W O R D

Let’s Go for a Spin

Hymn #  839: Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine!

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

Please stand as you are able

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

 All:



Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Hymn #819: Be Still, My Soul

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Please stand as you are able

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:   The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:   We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:   Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:   Thanks be to God.

Communion Music             #661 : His Eye is on the Sparrow                                  

Words of Institution

Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Sharing the Holy Meal and Presenting Our Off erings

Loving Potter, you are very mindful of your people. You fashion us into vessels fi t for your 
service, and transform our gifts and off erings, into vessels to serve your world well. You 
are worthy of our praise and glory. 
Amen.

One:

All: 

Prayer of Dedication



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz 
Litrugist:  Eva Chandler

Guest Musician:  Joe Warner
Song Leader:  Tiff any Wood

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Communion Set Up: Di Pagel and Margie Witt

Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin
Fellowship Time Refreshments: Martha Bauman

The one who shapes us from the beginning, loves and shapes us still.
God is the potter, we are the clay.
The one who formed our inward parts continues to create us anew each and every 
day.
God is the potter, we are the clay.
The one who molds us in God’s image, fashions us for glory.
God is the potter, we are the clay.
Go with God’s blessing.

#623 : I’ve Got Peace like a River

One:
All:
One:

All:
One:
All:
One: 

Hymn


