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Community Organizing Meeting Today 

Women’s Circle on Hiatus 

First Church Participates in Ceasefi re Walk

Get to Know: Di Pagel 

Worship Covid Restrictions Eased 



Get To Know:  Di Pagel 
What brought you to First Church? 
I came to the church in June 2007 when I was 
hired to be the Director of Christian Education for 
Youth and Children.  I served for about 20 years 
as the Director of Family Ministry for Lafayette 
Orinda Presbyterian Church, implementing a 
Godly Play program there and several members 
from First Church came on a visit in 2006 to 
learn more about the program.  When a group, 
assisted by Rev. Chandler Stokes, began to set 
up the fi rst room I came to the Oakland church 
to help.  Rev. Stokes was eager for me to move 
to First Church to partner with him in ministry 
as Rev. Marcia Mount Shoop has left.  I retired 
in the fall of 2019 agreeing to stay on in a small 
capacity coordinating the Godly Play program 
and became a member this year.  

What do I love about First Church?
I joined the church because my aff ection for 
the membership, especially the children and 
youth, has grown with the years.  I also value the 
diversity present in our congregation.  

What is my hope for our church and the city of 
Oakland? 
My hope is that the church can continue to work 
on the vision statement that we read in the 
bulletin every Sunday indicating that we strive 
to welcome everyone to our faith community 
modeling that nothing can separate us from the 
love of God. 

My hope for the city of Oakland is that city wide 
eff orts are focused on providing aff ordable 
housing and resources for the homeless.

Being in relationship with the youngest members 
of our church over the years has been (I hope) 
mutually benefi cial and a good use of my gifts.  
I have always looked to others to help identify 
what my gifts or skills might be.  Sometimes 

we may think we are not up to a task, but 
circumstances prove us wrong.  

My current hope is that I can encourage others 
to participate with me in ministry with children at 
the church specifi cally in the Godly Play program.  
My hope is that Godly Play will continue to fi nd 
a home at First Church through the years ahead. 

Get to Know is a new Temple Tidings feature. To be 
included in an upcoming edition, email micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org for instructions. 



First Church Participates in Oakland Ceasefi re 10th Anniversary Walk 
Members of First Church and their friends 
participated in the monthly Oakland Ceasefi re 
walk and 10th Anniversary of the event on Friday, 
September 16. Pastor Matt and his friend Chris, 
Gay Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Julia Marquez, Carol 
Enoch, Marie Henderson and her friend Colin, 
Matthew and Suzie Inadomi joined more than 
(number) Oakland residents on the walk. 

The special program included speakers from 
Faith In Action East Bay, Jean Quan (who 
was mayor at the time the Ceasefi re program 
launched), 3 Oakland Councilmembers, and a 
representative for the Oakland Chief of Police. 

Because the event coincided with Mexican 
Independence Day, there was a celebratory 
feeling among the crowd. Marching for 30 min 
in the Fruitvale district, the group carried signs, 
chanted and sang. After the walk everyone 
enjoyed refreshments and cake at St. Elizabeth’s 
Church.  the walk, we returned to St Elizabeth’s 
for refreshments and cake. 

Carol Enoch, who attended the walk for the fi rst 
time, was invited to address the crowd and share 
her experience. 

To learn more about Faith in Action, please visit 
fi aeastbay.org. 



Community Organizing, Voting & 
Putting Faith Into Action:
TODAY at Noon

Today we will gather to hear testimonies from 
invited members’ experiences in past election 
eff orts, canvassing, polling, registering voters, 
calling and organizing. 

We will also discuss what steps we may take 
together, including mailing postcards, phone/
text banking, reaching out to neighbors, hosting 
or attending candidate forums, and hosting an 
information/discussion event about local and 
state measures. 

We invite all members, their families and their 
friends to join us at this important discussion. 

Food Ministry News and Updates 
By  Bill Coburn
Retired Food Ministry volunteer, Navdeep Jassal 
sends her greetings from Istanbul, as she has zig 
zagged thru Europe, and heads to South Africa 
soon. She is on an oddessy, travelling the world, 
meeting many old friends on the way, and taking 
in everything she sees.

Navdeep, is herself an international citizen, from a 
Punjubi family from India, who migrated to London, 
then she spent her growing up years in Iowa. She 
has cousins, family, and friends all over the world. 
She is a great appreciator of everything she sees 
and experiences. We wish her well, as she proceeds 
to make new discoveries and experiences the many 
gifts our world has have to off er. 

Truck Update
The Food Ministry continues to consider some 
off ers of truck help, and will follow up with the 
status, as things proceed.

Water Containers Needed 
The Food Ministry is collecting clean gallon or half 
gallon containers to fi ll with water to distribute 
to the streets, along with our standard bottled 
water and meals. Particularly in hot weather this 
is a lifesaving extra for many who have no access 
to water. Containers can be left in the kitchen, 
and we will fi ll and distribute water, as available.

Worship Covid Restrictions Eased
In response to the current status of the Covid 
Pandemic, some Covid restrictions enforced 
during Sunday worship have been eased by 
the Session. Wearing a mask is now optional. 
Worshipers are also free to greet each other 
during the Passing of the Peace, and are no 
longer requested to stay distant from each 
other. Communion by intiction is also an option. 
Individual, self-serve communion will remain in 
place for those who prefer. 

Women’s Circle on Hiatus
The Women’s Circle, which normally meets on 
the 4th Tuesday of the month, will be on haitus 
until Tuesday, November 22. 



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, September 16
Devon successfully gathered foods from Western 
Service Workers and Good Eggs, which was 
greatly appreciated. Food was brought in from 
the Food of God program. Some extra of these 
items, Teri will distribute to a shelter in Berkeley. 

We received donations of food and supplies from 
neighbor, Sandy. Henry collected pastries from 
Arizmendi bakery and delivered to the kitchen on 
Saturday.

Saturday, September 17
Food teams collected again from Good Eggs 
and Whole Foods. Dorothy and Bryan were the 
Good Eggs team this week. At Whole Foods Rajiv, 
Devon, Peter, and Henry joined forces to bring 
those items to the church. In the kitchen, Teri, 
Bill, and Steve joined the group. I believe Omni 
dropped off  foods and Carmelo and team picked 
up items for Berkeley Presbyterian Homes. 

Sunday, September 19
Volunteers included Ann, Pastor Matt, Monrovia, 
Louise, Martha, Matt, Cami, Suzie, Laura, Kyong, 
Pauline, Derrick, Nina, Jack, Jeannie Richard, 
Victor and Dorothy. Menu was ham, cheese, 
tomato and lettuce sandwiches with the usual 
accompaniments: chips, fruit dessert, morning 
pastries and snacks.

Some members of the Sunday team also prepare 
foods for Monday, unpackaging and preparing 
green beans. We are always grateful for this prep 
work which takes some burden off  the Monday 
crew.

Monday, September 19
Teri and team did the Monday meal, which 
included Hunter, Ru, Joanne, Crissi, Tom, Pam, 
Beth, Barbara and Dave. The menu was steak and 
chicken with baked potatoes, braised vegetables 
focaccia, green salad, grapes, blueberries and 
dessert. Linda and Erica distributed 76 lunches 
and clothing and umbrellas were given out at the 
gate.



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Lexine Alpert, Suzie Inadomi

Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship

Blessed are those who trust God, whose trust is the Lord.
They are like trees planted by water, sending out roots by the stream.
They have no fear of summer’s heat, nor do they wither in the sun.
In the year of drought, they are not anxious, for their lives bear the fruit of 
righteousness.
Come to the waters of life all you who trust in the Lord. We have come to worship 
and to send forth our roots into streams of God’s living water! 

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:

One:
 

Prelude

Gathering Prayer
One:

All:

Come, Holy God, to search our minds and try our hearts. Grant us in this hour wise 
counsel and clear direction. Touch us, teach us; hear us, heal us. Send your Spirit to 
walk with us, as Jesus walked with the disciples long ago, that you realm may become 
for us a present reality as well as a future hope. Grant us living water to quench our 
thirst and wise words to feed our hunger. 
Amen



Hymn #649: Amazing Grace
Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Gentle guide, loving guardian, heal our foolish ways. We long to forsake the advice 
of the wicked and the slow seduction of sinful paths, but our speech and actions 
often show our fault. We yearn to be like trees planted beside living waters, 
bearing fruit of righteousness in due season, but the seat of scoff ers calls to us and 
the temptation to return evil for evil withers our souls like shrubs in the desert. 
Our hearts seek the ways of your Spirit and the waters of life, but our footsteps 
lead us into arid, desert sands. This is not your hope and plan for us. Forgive us. 
Turn us again to the healing you so freely off er, and mend the brokenness in our 
lives and in our world.
Amen

One:

All:

Please stand as you are able

Assurance of Pardon 

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to attend Godly Play

One:
All:
One:

Blessed are you who place your trust in God. For the Holy One is faithful and true. 
Christ’s love is suffi  cient for your every need. 

One:

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 



Jeremiah 17 : 5 - 8 Scripture Lesson
Thus says the LORD:
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
    and make mere fl esh their strength,
    whose hearts turn away from the LORD.
They shall be like a shrub in the desert
    and shall not see when relief comes.
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
    in an uninhabited salt land.

One:

T H E  W O R D

Hymn Psalm 40
Please stand as you are able

Prayer

We make a pause amid many voices –
 some innocent and some seductive,
 some violent and some coercive,
 some forgiven and genuine,
 some not.
Amid this cacophony that pulls us in many directions
 we have these old voices of your prophets;
 these voices attest to 
 your fi erce self,
 your severe summons,
 your generous promise,
 your abiding presence.
Give us good ears, perchance you have a word for us this morning;
Give us grace and courage to listen, to answer, to care, and to rejoice,
 that we may be more fully your people. Amen

One:

                                                          Hearing Better Voices
                                                                 by Walter Brueggemann

Verse 1 
I waited patiently for the Lord.
He inclined and heard my cry.
He lifted me up out of the pit

out of the miry clay.
Verse 2

He set my feet upon a rock
And made my footsteps fi rm

Many will see
Many will see and fear.

CHORUS
I will sing, sing a new song. 
I will sing, sing a new song.
How long to sing this song?
How long to sing this song?

How long, how long, to sing this song?



Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Just Like a Tree Planted by the Water

Hymn #39: Great isThy Faithfulness

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. All:

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Please stand as you are able

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
    whose trust is the LORD.
They shall be like a tree planted by water,
    sending out its roots by the stream.
It shall not fear when heat comes,
    and its leaves shall stay green;
in the year of drought it is not anxious,
    and it does not cease to bear fruit.

Prayer of Dedication

Invitation to the Off ering

One:

Off ertory Music

Ushers will collect the weekly off ering
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Deep in our souls, God has planted roots of faith, hope, and love. Invite God to plant 
those roots so strongly within that we might be like trees planted by water, with streams 
of blessing fl owing in and through us to nourish others along the way. Let us respond to 
God’s word and invitation by sharing our off erings.

One:

All: 

Blessed God, with these gifts, bring food to the hungry, hope to the 
despairing, and comfort to the sorrowful. Bless these gifts and our very 
lives, that we may be blessings of hope for your world.  
Amen.

                                         Jesus Christ 
                                   By Woods Guthrie



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz 
Litrugist:  Matthew Inadomi
Guest Musician:  Joe Warner
Song Leader: Susannah Prinz

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin

Godly Play: Di Pagel and Monrovia Prinz
Fellowship Time Refreshments :  Prinz Family 

It is raining, all around us.
I can feel it, it’s a lot of rain.

We call on Jesus, to send more rain.
Until we are fi lled until we are fi lled, it’s a lot of rain.

Allelulia ah, Allelulia ah
Praising the Lord, Allelulia, allelulia Allelulia ah 

Go from this place as those who are blessed.
We will live in God’s love.
Go from this place as trees planted beside living waters.
We will drink of Christ’s mercy. 
Go from this place to bear the fruit of righteousness.
We will share the Spirit’s strength with everyone we meet.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One: 
All:

Song It is Raining

We shall not, we shall not be moved, (2x)    
 Just like a tree that's planted by the water. We shall not be moved. (Chorus)

We're young and old together, we shall not be moved, (2x) 
 Just like a tree that's planted by the water. We shall not be moved.

We're women and men together, we shall not be moved, (2x) 
 Just like a tree that's planted by the water. We shall not be moved.

CHORUS

We're black and white together we shall not be moved, (2x) 
 Just like a tree that's standing by the water. We shall not be moved

Yes, straight and queer together we shall not be moved, (2x) 
 Just like a tree that's planted by the water. We shall not be moved

We Shall not be Moved.


