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Food Ministry Street Team Seeks Truck or Van

Worship Leaders Needed

Oakland Gun Violence Hits Close to Home 



Women’s Circle Invites Connection
Every month the Prayer Circle meets, taking time 
to check in with one another by mutual invitation 
and then practicing the art of lectio divina (a 
monastic practice of listening to scripture with 
the eyes of the heart - how does this reading 
connect with where I fi nd myself in life right 
now?).  We also share prayers and close in prayer 
or with poetry. 

Women’s Circle is always open newcomers and 
one-time visitors. Call Di Pagel at 925.324.5271 or 
email dianapagel@gmail.com for the Zoom link. 
The next gathering is Tuesday, September 20.

Community Organizing, Voting & 
Putting Faith Into Action:
Next Sunday, noon
Following Fellowship Time, we will gather 
to hear testimonies from invited members’ 
experiences in past election eff orts, canvassing, 
polling, registering voters, calling and 
organizing. We will also discuss what steps we 
may take together, including mailing postcards, 
phone/text banking, reaching out to neighbors, 
hosting or attending candidate forums, and 
hosting an information/discussion event about 
local and state measures. We invite all members, 
their families and their friends to join us at this 
important discussion. 

Food Ministry Seeks Truck or Van for 
Food Pick Ups

Refreshment Sign Ups Needed for 
Fellowship Time
By Julia Marquez
Hello my dear church. Its that time again. The 
lady with the clipboard will be coming around 
during fellowship time looking for folks to sign 
up to bring refreshments. 

Fellowship time is a great way to develop rela-
tionships with one another and make newcom-
ers feel welcome. Having a treat with our coff ee 
helps liven up this time. We need volunteers to 
bring goodies on September 25, October 2, 16 
and 30. Please let me know if you would like to 
sign up for one of these days. Julia Marquez, 
jmarquez@fb cl-visa.com

As you know, the Food Ministry suff ered the loss 
of our truck due to theft. We are now inviting 
you, your neighbors, or your friends, who have 
access to a truck or a van to help with food 
pick ups. The Food Ministry team can drive the 
vehicle, or the owner of the vehicle can do the 
driving. 

The vehicle is needed on Fridays from noon to 
1:30 and Saturdays from 8-930. In this fun role, 
the driver will get to see the back rooms of 
Whole Foods and Good Eggs and a be a part of 
our great community service. We are hoping to 
get people to commit to loaning their vehicle or 
driving their vehicle 1-2 days per month. 
Please contact Dorothy Dugger at
Dorothy.Dugger@gmail.com or Bill Coburn at 
wpcoburn@pacbell.net to sign up.    



Gun Violence Hits Close to Home - Prayers Needed
By Matt Prinz

Tragically, I want to share with you that there 
was a shooting across the street from the church 
building last Thursday night. 

Two young men attending a memorial at the 
Humanist Hall were targeted and shot. One of 
the men is recovering and the other died from 
complications of the gunshots. Please pray for 
them, their families, and the larger community 
being traumatized once again by gun violence. 

Please pray for the groups using our church 
building, including a youth choir, who were 
present and witnesses to the shooting. We 
deeply grieve that gun violence is a weekly if not 
daily reality in many neighborhoods in Oakland. 

We are working and will continue to work with 
the Ceasefi re program in Oakland to save lives 

and reduce gun violence in our city. The Ceasefi re 
program is a data driven approach to reducing 
violence requiring the coordination of police, city 
service providers, and the faith-based community 
– to reach the small group of young men and 
women involved in gun violence. 

The program involves weekly nightwalks, custom 
notifi cations, and monthly call-ins to break the 
cycle of violence. Faith in Action East Bay was 
integral in bringing the Ceasefi re program to 
Oakland and we saw a 50% drop in gun violence 
deaths over fi ve years before the pandemic. 

Members of First Church joined other people 
of faith on Friday, Septebmer 16 at St. Elizabeth 
Catholic Church in East Oakland to celebrate 
10 years of community led nightwalks.  We will 
share photos of this event next week.



Food Ministry Street Report 
By  Lexine Alpert and Linda Ellinwood 

This last Monday, we picked up approximately 75 
meals consisting of either pork slices or roasted 
chicken, sides of vegetables and fruit salad and 
a dessert. It was extremely hot and we knew we 
were going to be in trouble with people asking 
for more water. Unfortunately, Oakland has 
turned off  all of its water fountains (and closed 
the public bathrooms) in almost all of its city 
parks. Shocking when water is a basic human 
need.  As it turned out, we did run out of water, 
and had to purchase a case as well as give away 
the half gallons of water I had left in my car from 
a camping trip.

We ran into Antonio, a well-dressed elderly 
African American man collecting bottles for 
recycling. When asked how his day was going, 
he mentioned that he was feeling bad and 
didn’t understand why some youth had recently 
made fun of him picking through trash cans. In 
addition, he said he often experiences parents 
pulling their children away from him when he 
passes them on the street. Very sad that this is 
how our citizens treat its neediest members.  

Later we ran into Bob, short for his Iraqi name. 
We see him every Monday and he is so very 
appreciative of the food we give out. He has lived 
here for 40 years, the last years on the street.  

Several individuals were just released from the 
hospital and were happy to get a backpack, 
socks, and a good hot meal.

We heard that an individual we feed weekly was 
in jail as his dog had attacked a 16-year-old boy 
on the street (we heard the boy’s arm was torn 
off , but not sure if this was an exaggeration).  

And fi nally, we visited Yvette who lives with her 
huge grey pitbull named “Gray” in their tiny shed 

built by a business owner she lives adjacent to.  
Yvette has been homeless for 13 years since her 
mother died, eight years on Wood Street.  She had 
made a sign of appreciation as a gift (see photo 
below). She was very excited as she was fi nally 
getting her teeth pulled tomorrow at Highland 
Hospital (Lifelong Medical had arranged it and 
plans to transport her and bring her and Gray to 
a respite spot where she can recover. Lifelong 
Medical seems to do more than any other medical 
group on the street from what those tell me and 
also from what I have witnessed.

Let’s get through this heat...  Thank you First 
Presbyterian for always doing all you can for those 
less fortunate. You make such a diff erence...



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday September 9
Good Eggs and Western Service Workers pick up 
team was Dorothy, Peter, and Steve.

Saturday, September 10
Team for pick up were, Rajiv, Devon, Peter, Henry, 
Bryan and Dorothy.
Kitchen help were Bill and Teri.Carmelo picked 
up foods fr Berkeley Presbyterian Homes. Sandy 
donated. The week’s menu and instructions for 
the Sunday team were decided and documented 
for the Sunday team.

Sunday, September 11
Volunteers included Ann, Jan, Stacey, Laura, 
Erica, Matt, Kyong, Cami, Jeannie Gay, Pauline, 
Richard, Victor, and Dorothy. Tivo and team 
delivered meals to folks living in the streets. The 
menu:  chicken salad sandwiches, with the usual 
accompaniments of fruit, chips, hard boiled eggs, 
dessert, and snack.

Monday, September 12
Monday meal went smoothly despite almost no 
fruit. We used all the pastries. Menu was roasted 
and shredded chicken with beans, hominy with 
mole sauce. Lamb ribs were served with zucchini, 
carrots, broccoli, and corn on the cob. We had 
3 kinds of salsa with hard boiled eggs. Two 
giant bowls of green salad and fruit were made, 
followed by dessert items. Stragglers coming 
after we were done were served spaghetti.
Volunteer team: Pam, Tom, Dan, Natalie, Dave, 
Barbara T-M, Jan, Trish, Crissi, Hunter, Ru, and 
Teri. Lexine and team distributed to the streets.

Worship Leaders Needed

The First Church Worship Planning Team has 
set congregational participation as one of our 
primary values for the worship service. It is 
important to who we are as a church that we 
hear from multiple voices. For this reason, we 
ask diff erent volunteers from the congregation 
to lead in worship, including reading the call to 
worship, prayers and scripture. 

Julia Marquez is responsible for fi nding worship 
leaders each week, every week of the year. If this 
is something you are called to do but have not 
been asked, she would love to hear from you. If 
you have been asked and do not feel this is your 
gift, that is OK too, just let her know. And fi nally, if 
you are not available to serve a particular Sunday 
that she has asked, but would like to serve 
another Sunday, let her know which date works 
for you and she will be happy to sign you up. 

Your prompt response to the request is always 
very much appreciated. jmarquez@fb cl-visa.com



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert, 
Micheline La Mont 
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All 
are welcome to contribute news, events and 
opinion. Email Micheline La Mont at micheline@
fi rstchurchoakland.org to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Toan uses his bike to deliverFood Not Bombs 
meals to people in need. 
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Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship

Is God not in Zion? Is there no ruler to lead us?
Search for the Lord, for God waits where we least expect it.
Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no healer to help us?
Cry out to the Lord, for God hears out pleas.
Is there no hope left to be found? Is there nowhere to turn? 
Place your trust in the Lord, whose compassion comes speedily to meet us. 
Come, worship the one who hears our pleas.
We will enter God’s gates with hope and gladness.

W E L C O M E

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 
One:
All: 

Prelude #621: I Will Call Upon the Lord 



Gathering Prayer

One:

All:

Gracious and sustaining God, we are ready to listen and eager to hear. Speak to us 
through word and song, prayer and silence, community and communion. Off er us the 
spiritual sustenance that allows us to share with strangers and friends, that your love 
may prevail in every encounter. 
Amen

Hymn #307: God of Grace and God of Glory 
Please stand as you are able

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Ever present God, help us in our weakness. We do not always listen for your 
voice. We do not always acknowledge the many ways you sustain us in life and 
faith. We feast on your providence, yet wonder if you are near. Forgive our past 
indiff erence, as we pledge to be more attentive to your presence and guidance. 
Forgive our past selfi shness, as we promise to share the feast of your bounty 
with those in need. For actions and inactions that have hurt your heart and the 
well-being of others, we seek your forgiveness and grace. 

One:

Please stand as you are able

Response #582:  Glory to God, Who’s Goodness Shines on Me 
Glory to God, 

whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, 

whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, 

whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning,
is now and ever shall be. 

Amen.
(Repeat)



Hymn # 816: If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee

Please stand as you are able

Passing of the Peace of Christ 

May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.

One:
All:
One:

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E

Sharing of Joys & Concerns

You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Prayer

The world trembles out of control. The violence builds, some by terrorism, some by 
state greed dressed as policy, violence on every side. 
You, in the midst of the out-of-control violence. We confess you steadfast, loyal, 
reliable, but we wonder if you yourself are engaged in brutality. We confess you to 
be governor and ruler, but we wonder if you manage. 
We in the midst of out-of-control violence, we in great faith, we in deep vocational 
call, we in our several anxieties. 
We—alongside you—in the trembling.
This day we pray for freedom to move beyond fear to caring, beyond self to neighbor, 
beyond protection to growth. That we may be a sign of steadfastness, that anxiety 
may not win the day.
You are the one who said, “Do not be anxious.” And now we submit to you.

One:

At this time, children are invited to attend Godly Play with leaders Di Pagel and Ruby Prinz

‘God’s Gift in the Midst of Violence (Jeremiah 20.10)’ 
                                                            by Walter Brueggemann



Jeremiah 7. 1 - 15 Scripture Lesson

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, 
and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah, 
you who enter these gates to worship the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with you in this place. Do not 
trust in these deceptive words: “This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, 
the temple of the LORD.”

For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with another, 
if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow or shed innocent blood in this 
place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own hurt,  then I will dwell with you 
in this place, in the land that I gave to your ancestors forever and ever.

Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to no avail.  Will you steal, murder, commit 
adultery, swear falsely, make off erings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have not 
known and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and 
say, “We are safe!”—only to go on doing all these abominations? Has this house, which is 
called by my name, become a den of robbers in your sight? I, too, am watching, says the 
LORD.  Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at fi rst, and 
see what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. And now, because you have 
done all these things, says the LORD, and when I spoke to you persistently, you did not 
listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, therefore I will do to the house that 
is called by my name, in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and to your 
ancestors just what I did to Shiloh. And I will cast you out of my sight, just as I cast out all 
your kinsfolk, all the off spring of Ephraim.

One:

Sermon

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

T H E  W O R D

The Temple of the LORD, The Temple of the LORD, The Temple of the LORD! 

Hymn #345: In an Age of Twisted Values 

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

 
All:

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Please stand as you are able

Solo God’s Gonna Cut you Down



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

#700: I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me Hymn

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

When I look at you, I see the face of God.
You are the grace of God; you are the beauty of God.
You are the hope of God; you are the joy of God
Go into the world and be all God calls in you,
From you, to you, and through you. Be the gift you are. 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving

One: The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:   The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:   We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:   Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life
All:   Thanks be to God.

Communion Music  Music Title - #656 – We’ve Come This Far by Faith
         By Albert A. Goodson

Words of Institution

Prayer of Dedication

Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Sharing the Holy Meal and Presenting Our Off erings

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz 
Litrugist: Emily Chandler

Guest Musician: David Morales
Communion: Diane Hill and Lorraine Provost

Song Leader: Anne Margaret Manay

Head Usher: Matthew Inadomi
Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin
Godly Play: Di Pagel and Ruby Prinz

Fellowship Time Refreshments :  Eric and Nina

Chorus: 
We’ve come this far by faith leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in God’s holy word, He never failed me yet. 
Oh, can’t turn around; we’ve come this far by faith.


