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Personal Power for Collective Use Topic for 
Rev. Deborah Lee’s Podcast Discussion
Food Ministry Street Team Encounters 
Gratitude and Great Need

Oak Harvest Kitchen Training Cohort Begins

Community Organizing & Voting Topic for 
September Faith in Action Discussion



Women’s Circle Invites Connection
Every month the Prayer Circle meets, taking time 
to check in with one another by mutual invitation 
and then practicing the art of lectio divina (a 
monastic practice of listening to scripture with 
the eyes of the heart - how does this reading 
connect with where I fi nd myself in life right 
now?).  We also share prayers and close in prayer 
or with poetry. 

Women’s Circle is always open newcomers and 
one time visitors. Call Di Pagel at 925.324.5271 or 
email dianapagel@gmail.com for the Zoom link. 
The next gathering is Tuesday, September 13.

Community Organizing, Voting & 
Putting Faith Into Action:
Join us for Discussion, Sunday, 
September 24, noon
Following Fellowship Time, we will gather 
to hear testimonies from invited members’ 
experiences in past election eff orts, canvassing, 
polling, registering voters, calling and 
organizing. We will also discuss what steps we 
may take together, including mailing postcards, 
phone/text banking, reaching out to neighbors, 
hosting or attending candidate forums, and 
hosting an information/discussion event about 
local and state measures. We invite all members, 
their families and their friends to join us at this 
important discusion. 

This event will be co-lead by East Bay Faith 
In Action. One of Faith in Action’s primary 
mission goals is increasing citizen participation 
in elections and the democratic process and 
removing obstacles to voting and participation. 

Congregational Meeting Results 
After last Sunday’s worship, new “at-large” 
members of the Nominating Committee 
accepted their positions. Nominating 
Nommitee will help us discern new leaders 
(elders and deacons) for the term beginning 
2023.  

Members at large  approved by congregational 
vote are: 
• Matthew Inadomi
• Di Pagel
• Rich Jones

Deacon (one deacon is appointed by 
the deacons and not voted on by the 
congregation). 
• Martha Bauman

Thank you and congratulations to all. We 
welcome you to your important posts and 
are excited about the work you will perform 
for us in 2023.



Putting Personal Power to Collective Use: 
Oakland Pastor Rev. Deborah Lee Joins Matter of Faith Podcast
Mike Ferguson, Presbyterian News Service

 During last week’s edition of “A Matter of Faith: 
A Presby Podcast,” Rev. Deborah Lee did a quick 
primer on our diff erent kinds of power before 
delivering the clincher: we owe it to the God 
who put us here for a reason to use our personal 
and collective power to help change things for 
people living on the margins, beyond our borders 
and inside our prisons.

Lee, a United Church of Christ pastor, is the 
executive director of the Interfaith Movement 
for Human Integrity, which Lee said is for people 
of many faiths and no faiths “working together 
for the dignity and full inclusion of immigrants 
and people impacted by incarceration.”

The guest question posed to Lee: “As Christians, 
how should we understand ‘power’ and 
‘security?’ There is the human understanding of 
power through might, force, and domination, 
but aren’t we called to something diff erent as 
people of faith? Additionally, how are we to 
recognize the power that the church currently 
holds while reconciling the historic ways that 
power has been used for good but also for bad?”

“Broadening our understanding of power can 
be really useful,” Lee said. There are traditional 
kinds of power: state power, the institutional 
church’s power and positional power, which our 
boss has over us by dint of the boss’ position.

But “there are other kinds of power which often 
aren’t recognized in society,” she said, including 
moral power. “For those of us coming from 
a spiritual grounding, there is a transcendent 
power that we are seeking to connect to, and 
there’s a transcendent spiritual power that is 
also at play.”

There’s collaborative power, “the power of a 
team to come together in our own brilliance to 
make something that’s greater than the sum of 
its parts,” Lee said. There’s also cultural power, 
which is used in communicating ideas through 
such venues as advertisements and “powerful 
social memes.”

“Then there’s the power of nonviolence, a 
counter power to violence that’s transformative,” 
Lee said. There’s power that comes “from being 
connected to our ancestors. How do we harness 
that power? Power to what end and power in 
what way? I think those are important questions,” 
Lee said.

To read the full article or hear the podcast, visit 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency website found 
here:



Food Ministry Street Report 
By  Lexine Alpert and Linda Ellinwood 

Linda and I picked up approximately 75 meals 
consisting of spaghetti, garlic bread, vegetables, 
and dessert.  We were happy to see spaghetti 
as people on the street love this all-time fi lling 
favorite.

Our fi rst stop was going to be down 29th 
street (the underpasses where many people 
have camped in cars, tents and handmade 
structures), but we saw that CalTrans had closed 
off  the street and was in the process of dumping 
everyone’s belongings.   

We headed to the next block, 30th St, and found 
that people were still living there, but concerned 
that they would be next. Some of the residents 
told us that their cars (which were drivable) 
had been towed that week and that they, 
unfortunately, could not aff ord to get them out 

of the tow yard (the fees were over $600, plus 
daily storage fees of $75).  

Linda and I found a couple of people, one man in 
a wheelchair who had just been discharged from 
the hospital, still in his hospital gown and in a 
wheelchair.  He was happy to receive two meals, 
water, and backpack and some clothes that we 
had in the car. Another gentleman had torn up 
shoes and clothing, and we dressed and fed him 
as well, also distributing the amazing toiletries 
kits that had been put together at the church for 
donation.  

Each week the numbers seem to increase, but 
we all do what we can.  Thank you so much First 
Church for your hard labor and in talking the talk 
and walking the walk. 



Food Ministry Kitchen Report
By  Bill Coburn 

Friday, September 2 
Devon picked up food from Good Eggs and 
Western Service Workers. We received foods 
from Food of God program. Sandy delivered food 
and items for dispersal. Henry picked up from 
Arizmendi.

Saturday, September 3
Pick up team: Paul, Steve, Rajiv, Devon, Henry, 
Teri, Bryan, Bill. Steve and Paul picked up from 
Good Eggs, Rajiv, Bryan and Henry from Whole 
Foods. Omni delivered foods, Carmelo picked up 
for Berkeley Presbyterian Homes and Rajiv and 
Devon took extra foods to ECAP. Menu for the 
week was made with prep instructions set up 
for the Sunday team. foods placed in coolers, as 
available as the kitchen fridge was to be used by 
a renting group.

Sunday, September 4
Volunteers were Mall, Pastor Matt, Steve, Derrick, 
Jeannie, Erica, Kyong, Ru, Dorothy, Ann, Louise, 
Jan, and Pauline. Lunches included tuna fi sh 
sandwiches, fruit, chips and desserts and were 
prepared by the Sunday team. Carmelo and team 
distributed to the streets.   

Monday, September 5
Volunteer Team; Dave, Paul, Jan, Barbara T-M, 
Crissi, Trish, Tom, Beth, Connie, and Ru 
85 meals delivered to the street by Lexine 45 
handed out at the gate. Meal was pork blade 
cut marinated in spices and served with fresh 
pomegranate, roasted chicken with herbs, 
chicken stewed in a chili sauce, served with rice 
focaccia or croissants , vegetables, green salad 
and either fresh fruit or fruit salad and dessert.

Oakland Civic Orchestra 
30th Anniversary Concert
Sunday, October 23, 4 pm
The Oakland Civic Orchestra is turning 30! Martha 
Stoddard will lead the orchestra in the premiere 
of Oakland composer Alexis Alrich’s Romance No. 
1 (the orchestra always features the work of local 
composers). The concert will also feature the 
works of Nielsen & Grondahl. All are welcome to 
join the orchestra in celebrating this milestone 
at their free afternoon concert.

Community Women’s Orchestra 
Family Concert
Sunday, November 14, 2 pm
The Community Women’s Orchestra creates a 
welcoming environment to engage, inspire, and 
celebrte women in classical music. The Fall Family 
Concert will feature Fantasia on Welsh Nursery 
Tunes by Grace Williams. The concert will also 
include selections from Mother Goose Suite (mvts 
2, 4 & 5 ) by Maurice Ravel and more. Tickets are 
available at the CWO website. 

Something for Everyone in Store at 
Upcoming Music Events  

Cantare 
Holiday Concert 
Sunday, December 4 at 4 p.m. 
The Chorale, Chamber Ensemble, Nova and 
Children’s Honor Choir join together with full 
orchestra to usher in the joy of the season. 
Works by Bach, Mendelssohn, Howells, and 
Rachmaninoff  along with arrangements by 
Robert Shaw, Rutter, Bradford, Sjolund, Fry and 
others. The audience will be invited to join in 
singing carols and other holiday favorites. Tickets 
are available at the Cantare website. 



Elders
Linda Carter, Dorothy Dugger, Henry Gardner, 
Suzie Inadomi, Elizabeth Cureton, Chris Weber,
Alessandra Mohar

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Judy Rowan, Louise Hill, Chris Kovach, 
Marjorie Witt, Barbara Goodroe, Diane Hill,
Martha Bauman, Lorraine Provost

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
 matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3812
 Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Joel Mackey, Parish Associate

joelmackey@comcast.net
Micheline La Mont, Community Relationships Manager
 micheline@fi rstchurchoakland.org
 510.488.3180
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
 510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer   
 rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
 joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Afterglow Chorus
• Cantare Choirs
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oak Harvest Kitchen
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Association 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by Matt Prinz, Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert, 
Linda Carter 
Temple Tidings is a weekly publication. All are 
welcome to contribute news, events and opinion. 
Contact Micheline La Mont to submit content. 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone for access 
to all First Church News 
and past editions of 
Temple Tidings
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Making God’s 
welcome known
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Jeremiah by Michelangelo



Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you and remember your name and your visit with 

us. If you would like to be added to our email and mailing lists the welcome card will do that too (you can also sign up on 
the home page of our website - at the very bottom)

• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with worship play items. 
• On the fi rst Sunday of the month we celebrate Family Worship & Communion and children remain in worship. 
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

W E L C O M E



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P

Welcome

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

Call to Worship

From our wanderings and wonderin,
We are welcomed home by God.
Lost on the highway or trapped on a cliff ,
God comes to rescue and return us to safety.
Come to be found, 
For all are welcome here.  

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All: 

Gathering Prayer
One:

All:

Shepherding God, gather us into your presence, as we come to worship this day. 
Transform us into your people through the mighty power of your Spirit. Rescue us 
with your endless patience, that we may become instruments of mercy and grace to 
help others fi nd their way home. In your mercy and grace, we pray. 
Amen

Prelude

Hymn #775: I want Jesus to walk with me
Please stand as you are able



C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer
        One:     In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
        All:        Amen

Loving God, pour your grace upon us this day. Seek those who are wandering 
and lost, for they too need your grace. For you know when we are wandering, 
and you know when we are lost. You know when we have sinned, and when we 
have forsaken your call. Forgive us, and bring us home. Reclaim us and make us 
your own. For this grace and mercy we are ever grateful. 
Amen

One:

All:

Assurance of Pardon
Please stand as you are able

Rejoice, God has changed our circumstances for the better! Christ’s mercy and grace 
redeem us and bring us home. We who were lost have been found.

One:

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Response #740:  Lead Me, Guide Me
Lead me, guide me along the way
For if you lead me, I cannot stray

Lord, let me walk each day with thee
Lead me, Lord, oh lead me. 

(Repeat)

One:
All:
One:

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of Joys & Concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

All:



Jeremiah 5:30-3 and 29:8-9Scripture Lesson
An appalling and horrible thing
    has happened in the land:
 the prophets prophesy falsely,
    and the priests rule as the prophets direct; 
my people love to have it so,
    but what will you do when the end comes?

 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners 
who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to your dreams that you dream,  for it 
is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the LORD.

One:

Sermon

Pastor Joel will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

T H E  W O R D

When Bad News is Good News 

Hymn #792: There is a Balm in Gilead

Hymn #49 : The God of Abraham Praise

For the Word in Scripture, the Word made fl esh and the Word in our hearts.
Thanks be to God. 

One:
All:

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Please stand as you are able

Please stand as you are able

Prayer of Dedication
Thank you, generous God of grace, for pouring your love and abundance so freely upon 
us. Pour this same love and abundance upon the gifts we now return to you, that they 
may become signs of grace and instruments of love to bring the world back home to you. 
Amen.

One:

All:

Doxology #607 : Praise God  From Whom All Blessings Flow
Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;

Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.

Invitation to the Off ering
One:

Off ertory
Ushers will collect the weekly off ering
Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Knowing how much God has given us, let us come with grateful 
hearts to off er our off erings and our gifts.



S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Parish Associate: Rev. Joel Mackay

Liturgist: David Alexander
Guest Musician: Christopher Thorpe

Godly Play: Di Pagel and Monrovia Prinz
Song Leader: Dorrie Dodge

Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Audio Setup: Diane Hill, Bex Fortin

Fellowship Time Refreshments :  Lorraine Provost

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y

#331: God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand Hymn

Postlude

Please stand as you are able

One: Found by God,
All:  We go now to help others fi nd their way. 
One:   Loved by Christ,
All:   We go now to share Christ’s love with the world. 
One:   Blessed by the Spirit,
All:   We go now to belss others with mercy and grace. 


