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This Week:
Sunday, December 19
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Carols & Lessons
11 am Fellowship Time
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
11:30 Black History Month Planning
 (Session Room)
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, December 20
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
10:30  Pop-up clinic
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service

Tuesday, December 21
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
7 pm Session (Zoom)
7 pm  Women’s Circle (Zoom)

Wednesday, December 22
7 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 
 The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, December 23
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Friday, December 24
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution
5 pm Christmas Eve Service

Saturday, December 25
7 am Food Ministry grocery pick-up.

Sunday, December 26
10 am Contemplative Post-Christmas Service

10

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service
Friday, December 24, 5 pm
You will not want to miss this year’s Christmas 
Eve Service. There will be an opportunity for 
children and adults to spontaneously participate 
in the telling of the Christmas Story; we will sing 
traditional Christmas carols and enjoy special 
music performed by Brass Over Bridges Quintet 
and light up the sanctuary with candles while 
singing Silent Night. Invite your friends and family 
to this engaging and beautiful service.  

Post-Christmas 
Contemplative Service
Sunday, December 26, 10 am
After the excitement and celebration of Christmas 
Day, First Church is off ering a diff erent kind of 
worship service on the day after Christmas that 
allows the congregation to refl ect on the wonder 
of Emmanuel, God With Us.   

We will explore the Christmas themes of Hope, 
Love, Peace and Joy with opportunities to sing 
and enjoy Christmas carols and special music, 
hear testimony and engage in lighting candles, 
contemplation and written prayers.
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Congregation’s Annual Meeting 
Slated for January 9
The Annual Meeting will be held following 
worship on January 9. The meeting, a requirement 
for the local church given by both the National 
Church and the State of California, is primarily 
for the election of Elders, Deacons, Trustees 
(required by the State for the church’s non-
profi t corporation) and Nominating Committee 
members. An annual report is typically given to 
the congregation by the Session. 

Black History Month Planning 
Begins
Planning for First Church’s month-long 
celebration of Black History Month has begun.
Each year, members of the congregation 
celebrate Black History Month with special 
contributions to worship, learning opportunities 
after worship, and Fellowship Time activities. 

Anyone interested in lifting up Black History in 
February is welcome to participate in planning 
the month. Contact Loraine Provost for more 
information.

Heat Returning to Campus Soon
Demolition of the campus’ central heating plant 
began on Friday, with work continuing through 
the weekend. A fi nal inspection of the demolition 
work will be held on Monday, with installation 
of new equipment beginning immediately 
following. 

The First Church campus has been without heat 
since October, when the 1960 central boiler failed 
its annual start-up. Demolition and replacement 
is expected to cost around $120k, with funds 
drawn from the church’s Facility Maintenance 
Fund, contributed to by the church’s many 
campus users. 

Brass Over Bridges Brings Joyful 
Sounds to Christmas Celebrations
Based in San Francisco, Brass Over Bridges is 
a brass quintet that understands that music is 
all about connection. Inspired by the cultural 
diversity of the San Francisco Bay Area, the 
quintet seeks to engage audiences with music 
bridging barriers of style and artistic discipline. 

In addition to performing concerts, Brass Over 
Bridges is passionate about supporting school 
music programs through outreach performances 
designed to educate and inspire young musicians.

The quintet performed their fi rst, post-Covid free 
concert at First Church on November 9, followed 
by a November 30 streaming broadcast of the 
concert recording. The quintet also performed 
for Christmas services at First Church 2019. 

The quintet consists of Ari Micich, trumpet; 
Joseph Brown, trumpet; Erika Miras, french horn;  
Esther Armendariz, trombone; and Will Baker, 
bass trombone. All fi ve musicians are active with 
other local orchestras.

Coats and Socks Sought to Keep 
Neighbors Warm
New socks and used (or new) coats will be 
collected with the weekly off ering during Advent. 
These will be given away by Food Ministry 
volunteers to those in need. 
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With Oakland’s gun-homicide count reaching 138 
deaths as of publication, First Church members 
joined Faith in Action East Bay for a second 
“Night Walk,” joining other faith communities 
in Oakland in calling for an end to gun violence 
and for peace. Six members from First Church 
participated in the event, which was held in the 
streets near St. Benedict’s Catholic Church at 
2245 82nd Avenue.

Ceasefi re Walks for Peace are interfaith events 
that address concerns of violence within the 
community by using a public display of unity as 
a form of communication. Ceasefi re initiatives 
have been held in Oakland, Richmond, and 
Antioch and have been widely attended. 

These events begin with an Ecumenical Prayer 
Service, followed by the peace walk. During 
the peace walk, participants hold signs and 
encourage the community to become more 
aware of the need for peace. The event concludes 
with a refl ection among all participants.

Gun crime had been on a steady decline from 
2012 – 2019. Ceasefi re, the City of Oakland’s 
violence reduction strategy, had been credited 
with the reduction in shootings and homicides 
in Oakland during that period. Ceasefi re is a 
data-driven strategy that partners with law 
enforcement, social services, and community 
groups to reduce violence and intervene in 
potentially violent outcomes. Causes for the 
increase in shootings are diffi  cult to determine. 
Statistically, these crimes predominantly impact 
lower-income brown and black communities. 
Poverty, lack of employment, racism, and the 
pandemic are all off ered by various experts as 
potential contributors. 

Ceasefi re Night Walk Calls For 
Peace Amid Gun Violence

Top: Elizabeth Goodwin joins others in calling for end 
to gun violence.
Below: Crimemapping.com shows location for gun 
crimes in Oakland over a three month period. 



13

Once a year the membership of First Church 
makes a commitment to pledge fi nancial 
support for the coming year. Pledging off ers 
an opportunity to consider one’s own role in 
supporting the ministry and work of the church 
with a commitment of time, talent and treasure. 
Making a commitment now ensures that the 
leadership of the church is capable of planning 
for the coming year. 

Anyone needing a pledge card can contact Linda 
Carter, Rose Mary Richmond or Pastor Matt. This 
year, in addition to fi nancial pledges, members 
are encouraged to make a pledge to support the 
various ministry groups at First Church. 

2022 Pledges Still Needed From 
Congregation

Choral Singing to Return to 
Worship Soon
Music Director Aaron Nee is planning the return 
of choral singing to worship services, sometime in 
2022. Work is already underway for the selection 
of music. The choir last contributed to worship 
in March of 2020, with virtual contributions 
provided for pre-recorded worship services in 
2020. 

Anyone with interest in participating in the choir 
is encouraged to meet with Aaron. Aaron is also 
considering the addition of hired section leaders 
to assist in rebuilding the group, following its two-
year hiatus. The choir will have regular rehearsals 
(days and times to be determined) in addition to 
their Sunday morning responsibilities.

Oakland Civic Orchestra Makes New Home at First Church
The Oakland Civic Orchestra is moving to First 
Church, with weekly rehearsals beginning the 
evening of Wednesday, January 5, and a fi rst 
post-Covid concert scheduled for February 
27. The 28-year old orchestra is led by Artistic 
Director, Martha Stoddard. 

Oakland Civic Orchestra is a thriving community 
orchestra, maintaining a roster of 50-65 
musicians from all walks of life from throughout 
the Bay Area who come together for the joy and 
connection of playing music together. 

The orchestra will perform high-quality, free, and 
accessible afternoon concerts at First Church 
on bi-monthly basis. Many of their concerts are 
specifi cally designed to be inclusive of children 
and youth audiences. Their February 27 concert 
will consist of music by Dvorak, Umar Durr and 
Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony. 

The Orchestra joins the Community Women’s 
Orchestra in calling First Church home, in addition 
to seven other choral and ensemble groups who 
practice and perform here regularly. 



This Monday, we prepared 120 lunches for the 
Monday meal in order to not overburden the 
distribution team because of the nasty weather 
conditions, cold and rain. We prepared a variation 
of the French cassoulet with mixed meats, some 
vegetables and beans - hearty food for this cold 
wintry day. The cassoulet was placed on top of 
bread to soak up some of the juices. Additional 
items were broccoli, caulifl ower, green and fruit 
salads plus desserts. Teri’s full complement of 
volunteers were there to put this together, plus 
Bonnie, Paul, Connie,  and Victor.  We distributed 
the lunches, along with other extra foods under 
the roof behind the gate, because of the rain. 

Sunday we prepared 150 lunches with cold cut 
sandwiches, tomatoes, cheese, and lettuce, 
along with chips cookies and fruit.  We had 
Ann, Kyong and a Temple volunteer team up to 
prepare sandwiches and put the boxes together. 
Additionally we cooked the Monday cassoulet 
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along with the beans. Pauline and Jeanie cut up 
some meat and other items, Ann and Bonnie 
prepared the salad and we prepared the broccoli. 
Bryan supervised the clean up and Richie and 
Navdeep were there to distribute at the gate. 
We had fewer at the gate than normal (because 
of the cold rainy weather) so gave Tivo extra 
sandwiches for the streets.  

Our food collection team had picked up at 
Western  Service Workers, Whole Foods and 
Good Eggs, plus pastries from Arizmendi which 
we distributed at the gate.

Additionally there were cookies from the 
Richmond family, miscellaneous items from Hazel 
Seiden, and a batch of fresh bay leaves from Eric 
and Marjorie Witt (perfect timing, we used 42 in 
the cassoulet). We thank team members, Bryan, 
Paul, Steve, Henry, Peter, Devon and Rajiv.  We 
thank Chris and Rajiv for their trucks.

Food Ministry Report
By Bill Coburn
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The food distribution went well with the addition 
some new locations.  We added the area around 
MLK Jr. Way and 11th Street with an encampment 
of about twenty or so people.  We also dropped 
off  meals at San Pablo Avenue and West Grand 
Avenue, with another small community of about 
fi fteen. We did the regular meal drop off  of on 
MLK Jr. Way near West Macarthur Blvd. at the 
area under the overpass with the tiny homes.

There were still some additional lunches so I 
dropped them off  at an encampment off  of MLK 
Jr. Way in Berkeley. 

Thanks for the opportunity to distribute the 
lunches.  What I notice was that there was much 
more active drug use likely because of the cold 
and rain.  Several of the folks didn’t want lunches 
and it may have been due to that.

Street Delivery Report
By Tivo Rojas

Food Ministry Considers Guests’ 
Housing Needs
The Food Ministry Team is contemplating 
establishing a fund to help people with temporary, 
emergency housing needs. Comments and 
expressions of interest from the congregation are 
welcome as this concept is developed further and 
presented to Session for consideration.

Many Food Ministry Guests are housing insecure. 
This includes some who have diffi  culty making 
payments for rent, moving expenses, or other 
costs associated with being in-between housing 
or unable to get back into stable housing.

The central idea is to create a modest fund to 
temporarily help those with housing needs, a 
short-term respite from sleeping on the streets, 
and possibly the ability to help connect people 
in need with ongoing housing support. Pre-
pandemic, the Food Ministry off ered some 
housing counseling by a volunteer retired social 
worker and was able to help place some people 
into longer term housing programs.

The Food Ministry Team has confi dence some 
support can be managed as an extension of our 
existing eff orts to assist a clientele with both 
housing and food insecurity. This kind of support 
can make a modest but positive impact without 
putting the existing program at fi nancial risk. 
Please contact Pastor Matt, Bill, Dorothy, Louise, 
Steve, Gay or Teri if you have any interest in or 
ideas about this eff ort. 



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon Valley
• Oakland Civic Orchestra
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• Sacred & Profane Chamber Chorus
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Assoc. 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by: Chris Weber, Bill Coburn, Tivo Rojas, 
Dorothy Dugger, Julia Marquez
Photos by: Chris Weber, Lexine Alpert, Suzie 
Inadomi
Copy editing by:  Anne Margaret Manay & 
Dorrie Dodge

Need something printed in Temple Tidings or in 
our weekly email? Contact Chris Weber and Anne 
Margaret Manay. 

Top: First Church members prepare for Christmas 
Eve Services in 1959, including a reenactment of the 
Nativity. Below: First Church members reenact the 
Nativity in 2018. What has changed? What remains the 
same?

From the Vault:





Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship
Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can be used by 

children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship with families 

to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Music Director:  Aaron Nee

Readers: David Alexander, Dorrie Dodge, Suzie Inadomi
Song Leaders: Tiff any Price, John Doppke

Brass Quntet: Brass Over Bridges, 
Ari Micich, Joseph Brown, Erika Miras, Esther Armendariz, Will Baker

Advent Candles: The Inadomi Family
Godly Play Story Teller: Di Pagel

Godly Play Door Person: Monrovia Prinz
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi

Audio & Online Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay

Flowers: Diane Hill, Ann Tisher, Carol Zell
Refreshments: Tiff any Price

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

Our souls magnify the Lord.
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.
The Mighty One has done great things for us.
Holy is God’s name.
God’s mercy is ever near, from generation to generation.
God’s strength scatters the proud, but lifts the humble of heart.
God’s love fi lls us up, nourishing our hungry souls.
God’s grace has called us here, strengthening our lives of faith.

Gathering Prayer

Please stand as you are able

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

Mighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all of us gathered here. As we follow in 
Mary’s footsteps, open our hearts, that we might be fi lled with your goodness and 
your love. Live in us, that we might bear the Christ light for all to see. Overshadow 
us with your presence, that we might truly be blessed and off er your blessing of 
love to the world. 
Amen

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

One:

All:

#140: Once in Royal David’s City
(verses 1, 2 & 4)

Opening Hymn

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

Mille Regretz
Josquin des Pres



F I R S T  L E S S O N
Genesis 3 : 9 - 15, 20   (NRSV)First Reading

But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and 
I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom 
you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord 
God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals
     and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go,
      and dust you shall eat all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
     and between your off spring and hers; he will strike your head,
      and you will strike his heel.”

The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

One:

Please stand as you are able
#88: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

(verses 1, 2 & 7)
First Carol

Advent Prayer & Lighting of the Advent Candles

Song of Response

P R E P A R A T I O N  f o r  t h e  C O M I N G  O F  C H R I S T

Jesus Came Bringing Us Love
Jesus came bringing us love, Jesus came bringing us love

Jesus came bringing us love, Halleluja, forevermore. 
(repeat)

One:

That Girl Can Sing (Midrash on Luke 1:46-56)
Drew Jackson

I mean, she can sang!
She has a voice
that can shatter shackles.
Her tune is no soothing lullaby;
it thunders down
through the arena of time.
 Sing, Mary!, Sing!
Like Fannie at the marches.
Like the High Priestess of Soul
belting out her Black Gold.
Like Hannah breaking bows
of mighty warriors.

 You betta sing, Mary!
Watch out! The sound of her voice
will cast them down! Way down!
No doubt they will try to quiet you,
soften you, make you into
a domesticated maiden,
but we’re gonna play this song.
 Go on, Mary!
Bless our ears with your sonic theology.
Lift us up with your melodic doctrine.
Magnify! Magnify!
This voice is magnifi cent.



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer

In our secret yearnings we wait for your coming, and in our grinding despair we 
doubt that you will. And in this privileged place we are surrounded by witnesses 
who yearn more than do we and by those who despair more deeply than do we.
Look upon your church in this season of hope which runs quickly to fatigue and 
this season of yearning which becomes so easily quarrelsome. Give us the grace 
and the impatience to wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes, to the 
edges of our fi nger tips. We do not want our several worlds to end. Come in your 
power and come in your weakness in any case and make all things new.

One:

The Grace and the Impatience to Wait
Walter Brueggemann

Isaiah 11 : 1 - 3a, 10   (NRSV)Second Reading
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
    the spirit of counsel and might,
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

One:

Please stand as you are able
#129: Lo, How A Rose E’er BloomingSecond Carol

S E C O N D  L E S S O N

Children are invited to join leaders by the cloister door to go to Godly Play in Room 2



Luke 1 : 26 - 38    (NRSV)Third Reading
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 
be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her.

One:

Please stand as you are able
#144: In the Bleak Midwinter 

(verses 1, 2 & 4)
Third Carol

T H I R D  L E S S O N

R E A D I N G  &  R E F L E C T I O N
Luke 1 : 46 - 56   (NRSV)Reading

And Mary said,
“My soul magnifi es the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has  
 done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts  
 of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he  
 has fi lled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the
 promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

One:

Homily



T h e  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R  &  O F F E R I N G

Off ertory

Prayer of Dedication

Nun Fanget An
Hans Leo Hassler

Canzona Personare No.2
Giovanni Gabrieli 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving
One:  The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:  Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution
Sharing the Holy Meal & Off ering

Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten 
free. You may leave your off ering in the plates on the table. You may also 
make a donation by using this QR code. Note: donations made online are 
subject to a 4% service charge, paid by us.

Matthew 1 : 18-24   (NRSV)Fourth Reading
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 
fulfi ll what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

One:

Please stand as you are able
#147: The First Nowell  

(verses 1, 2 & 6)
Fourth Carol

F O U R T H  L E S S O N



The images hanging in our sanctuary were created by Scott Erickson – artist, author, and storyteller. Scott created 
this series of images and a devotional because – “for too many of us, the celebration of Christmas has lost its 
wonder. Maybe for you, it has become a bittersweet season of complicated family dynamics, a predictable brand 
masking insatiable consumerism, or simply a sacred story that feels far too removed from our current chaotic 
world.” Scott hopes that these images and written stories will “illuminate the astonishing, hope-fi lled truth that 
the God who showed up in the hardest parts of our humanity is still showing up today in those same places.” 

Sign up with Pastor Matt to receive Scott’s devotional Honest Advent. We hope that through our refl ection on 
these images and reading through the devotional as a church, we will be surprised with new insights and take new 
steps of faithful action this Advent season.

John 1 : 1 - 5, 9 - 14    (NRSV)Fifth Reading
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, 
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him 
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the fl esh or 
of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became fl esh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

One:

Please stand as you are able
#136: Go, Tell It on the MountainFifth Carol

F I F T H  L E S S O N

Invitation to Community Life
S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Benediction

Postlude Galliard Battaglia
Samuel Scheidt 

May God strengthen you according to the gospel.
May the proclamation of Jesus Christ dwell in your hearts and in your lives.
And may the power of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forevermore.
Amen

One:

All:


