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This Week:
Sunday, December 12
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Worship, Aeryn Seto Johnson preaches
11 am Fellowship Time
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
11:30 Black History Month Planning
 (Session Room)
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, December 13
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
10:30  Pop-up clinic
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service

Tuesday, December 14
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
7 pm Session (Zoom)

Wednesday, December 15
7 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 
 The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, December 16
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Friday, December 17
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution
6m Ceasefi re Night Walk
 (St. Benedicts Catholic Church)

Saturday, December 18
7 am Food Ministry grocery pick-up.
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Walk for Peace: Ceasefi re Night 
Walk Planned for December 17

Faith In Action East Bay is sponsoring a night 
walk through the Castlemont neighborhood. 
The gathering will begin at St. Benedict’s 
Catholic Church at 2245 82nd Avenue at 6 pm. 
Faith leaders, residents, schools, neighborhood 
organizations, social services, public agencies, 
and law enforcement across the community are 
uniting to build a culture of peace and healing. 
The walk through this neighborhood is intended 
to carry this message: We love you and we want 
you to be alive and free from gun violence. 

According to The Chronicle, “on Nov. 28, Oakland 
recorded its 118th homicide this year — a 22% 
increase over the same period last year, and the 
second year of a shocking reversal to a near-
decade’s worth of declines to the city’s murder 
rate. With a month still left in the year, Oakland’s 
death toll from homicide has already eclipsed 
every year since 2012 (though it’s still well below 
the highs of the 1990s).”

Night Walks are frequently occurring events 
sponsored by Faith in Action. First Church 
participated in another walk earlier this fall by 
sending seven participants. “I think those of us 
who joined the walk last month can attest to 
the positive experience of joining others from 
various faith backgrounds who come together 
to support the community around us,” said Suzie 
Inadomi. “Bring a friend,” she added. Contact 
Suzie for more information. 
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Oakland Gay Men’s ChorusOakland Gay Men’s Chorus
Sunday, Dec. 12, 4 pmSunday, Dec. 12, 4 pm

First Presbyterian ChurchFirst Presbyterian Church

Angels Among Us
Saturday, December 18, 8 pm

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Musical Mystical:

Chamber Chorus
Sacred & Profane

Community Partner Concerts
When you support the artisic endeavors of these 
organizations, you support First Church. Visit 
these organization’s websites to learn more 
about these Holiday Season concerts.

Coats and Socks Sought to Keep 
Neighbors Warm
New socks and used (or new) coats will be 
collected with the weekly off ering during both of 
the remaining Sundays of Advent. These will be 
given away by Food Ministry volunteers to those 
in need. 

Black History Month Planning 
Begins
Planning for First Church’s month-long 
celebration of Black History Month will begin 
Sunday, with a meeting following Fellowship 
Time, 11:30 am, in the Session Room. 

Each year, members of the congregation 
celebrate Black History Month with special 
contributions to worship, learning opportunities 
after worship, and Fellowship Time activities. 
Anyone interested in lifting up Black History in 
February is welcome to participate in planning 
the month. Contact Loraine Provost for more 
information.

Congregation’s Annual Meeting 
Slated for January 9
The Annual Meeting will be held following 
worship on January 9. The meeting, a requirement 
for the local church given by both the National 
Church and the State of California, is primarily 
for the election of Elders, Deacons, Trustees 
(required by the State for the church’s non-
profi t corporation) and Nominating Committee 
members. An annual report is typically given to 
the congregation by the Session. 



12

A standing-room only crowd fi lled First Church 
for the Oakland School for the Arts annual Winter 
Concert on Friday evening. Performers included 
various middle school and high school level 
ensemble groups, performing choral renditions of 
mostly popular music and some Christmas tunes. 

The atmosphere was charged with excitement. 
Students sat in the sanctuary’s transepts. As 
the middle school students performed, the high 
school students cheered and encouraged. The 
sound system brought by the school failed to work 
properly, interrupting Encore’s performance 
of You’re Enough with jarring feedback. The 
students started over without microphones, 
relying on the sanctuary’s acoustics and their 
own, unamplifi ed voices. The song was a success. 

First Church’s Charmaine Irmiter was the fi rst 
parent to arrive, staking out a good seat and 

waiting eagerly for her daughter Alessandra 
Mohar to perform. Alessandra, a graduating 
senior on her way to Stanford University, sang 
Sarzamine Man, a traditional Afghani song, with 
the Concert Choir, one of the many ensemble 
groups. 

Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs performed 
two concerts, to smaller, invitation only 
audiences of approximately one hundred guests 
each (owing to a much more restrictive Covid 
policy). Children in these performances ranged 
in age from elementary school through high 
school. Music performed ranged from classical to 
Broadway show tunes. 

One fi nal concert for 2021 is scheduled, this 
evening’s performance of Haul out the Holly 
by the Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus, their annual 
holiday concert. Tickets are available at the door. 

Student Concerts Bring Sounds of Joy to First Church
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Once a year the membership of First Church 
makes a commitment to pledge fi nancial 
support for the coming year. Pledging off ers 
an opportunity to consider one’s own role in 
supporting the ministry and work of the church 
with a commitment of time, talent and treasure. 
Making a commitment now ensures that the 
leadership of the church is capable of planning 
for the coming year. 

Anyone needing a pledge card can contact Linda 
Carter, Rose Mary Richmond or Pastor Matt. All 
pledges are kept confi dential and provided to 
the Stewardship Chair. 

This year, in addition to fi nancial pledges, 
members are encouraged to make a pledge 
to support the various ministry groups at First 
Church. 

2022 Pledges Still Needed From 
Congregation

Choral Singing to Return to 
Worship Soon
Music Director Aaron Nee is planning the return 
of choral singing to worship services, sometime in 
2022. Work is already underway for the selection 
of music. The choir last contributed to worship in 
March of 2020, with virtual contributions provided 
for pre-recorded worship services in 2020. 

Anyone with interest in participating in the choir 
is encouraged to meet with Aaron. Aaron is also 
considering the addition of hired section leaders 
to assist in rebuilding the group, following its 
two-year hiatus. 

The choir will have regular rehearsals (days and 
times to be determined) in addition to their 
Sunday morning responsibilities.

Food Ministry Considers Guests’ 
Housing Needs
The Food Ministry Team is contemplating 
establishing a fund to help people with temporary, 
emergency housing needs. Comments and 
expressions of interest from the congregation are 
welcome as this concept is developed further and 
presented to Session for consideration.

Many Food Ministry Guests are housing insecure. 
This includes some who have diffi  culty making 
payments for rent, moving expenses, or other 
costs associated with being in-between housing 
or unable to get back into stable housing.

The central idea is to create a modest fund to 
temporarily help those with housing needs, a 
short-term respite from sleeping on the streets, 
and possibly the ability to help connect people 
in need with ongoing housing support. Pre-
pandemic, the Food Ministry off ered some 
housing counseling by a volunteer retired social 
worker and was able to help place some people 
into longer term housing programs.

The Food Ministry Team has confi dence some 
support can be managed as an extension of our 
existing eff orts to assist a clientele with both 
housing and food insecurity. This kind of support 
can make a modest but positive impact without 
putting the existing program at fi nancial risk. 
Please contact Pastor Matt, Bill, Dorothy, Louise, 
Steve, Gay or Teri if you have any interest in or 
ideas about this eff ort. 



Monday meals prepared were 150 of roasted 
lamb (we cooked about 60 lbs) with garlic, 
shallots, rosemary and mushrooms, with rice, 
green beans, some mac and cheese, green salad 
and fruit salad plus desserts, some had rolls, as 
well. Extra foods were given at the gate along 
with coff ee. Teri managed the lamb cooking 
and spices. The well-honed team from Temple 
Sinai, Teri,  Shirley, Trish, Barbara, Nancy, Beth, 
and Friend Jan, along with Barbara G, Ricky, 
Jeanie, Bonnie, Navdeep, Hunter, Paul and 
Victor seamlessly processed our meal today and 
packaged it for Lexine and Erica to distribute.

For Sunday we mostly fi nished our Thanksgiving 
food with 150 smoked turkey, cheese, tomato, 
and lettuce sandwiches, served along with chips, 
fruits, cookies and an Arizmendi pastry. We thank 
team members, Ann, Mary, Kyong for preparing 
sandwiches and boxes! Additionally, Tracy, 
Pauline, Bonnie and Ann prepared lamb shanks 
with garlic and shallots for Monday roasting 
and prepped green beans, and put together a 
generous green salad.

At the gate, Navdeep took the lead distributing 
lunches, with help from Dorothy and Victor. As 
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we typically do, giving away extra food items at 
the gate.

Our Friday and Saturday food gathering teams 
had brought back items from Western Service 
Workers, Whole Foods and Good Eggs. We 
had delivery from the Food of God program of 
vegetable and fruit and fresh bread from LaFarine. 
Henry came with bags of items from Arizmendi 
bakery. We shared extra items with First Pres 
Homes families, ECAP and gave pizzas to Manna 
From Heaven, which were appreciated and 
served for their early morning breakfast today. 
It felt good to give back to a program which has 
been so generous to us, over the years. We thank 
the gatherers, Bryan, Paul, Steve, Henry, Rajiv 
and Devon, and the use of Rajiv and Chris’ trucks. 
We were also gifted some food from Food Not 
Bombs and bread from Firebrand Bakery, who, 
in the person of Marie is always accommodating 
and supportive with sliced bread of the highest 
quality.

We also received a very generous supply of bottles 
of olive oil, through a Temple Sinai connection 
with Costco. It was nice to have both Teri and 
Barbara back from their multi week hiatus.

Food Ministry Report
By Bill Coburn
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This last Monday Erica and I delivered 92 meals, 
consisting of turkey, stuffi  ng, salads, veggies and 
desserts.  We drove the streets and came across 
many of the same individuals as the previous 
week, but also many who were quite interesting 
and who we hadn’t served before. 

D’Monte was a young male who I found laying out 
on the sidewalk passed out.  He was wearing one 
women’s shoe (too small for him), and the other 
foot was covered with plastic and a paper bag.  I 
happened to have four pairs of size eleven shoes 
and laid them out and he had a fi eld day picking 

Street Delivery Report
By Lexine Alpert

two pairs.  Between the meals and the shoes, he 
was smiling the entire time.

Then we came across Anthony who told us a 
horrible story of how he had been a longshoreman 
for twelve years and was run over outside his 
union hall by a stolen SUV.  It left him hospitalized 
and in a rehab center for two years.  During that 
time, his family home, which he owned, was taken 
over by people who broke in. He has been fi ghting 
to get it back, but mean time, living on the streets, 
homeless. I have forwarded his story to a reporter 
at the SF Chronicle in hopes they can help.



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• Sacred & Profane Chamber Chorus
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Assoc. 

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by: Chris Weber, Bill Coburn, Lexine Alpert
Photos by: Chris Weber, Lexine Alpert, Charmaine 
Irmiter
Copy editing by:  Anne Margaret Manay & 
Dorrie Dodge

From the vault
109 years ago this month, the cornerstone to this 
Sanctuary was laid. This photo is from the Oakland 
Tribune coverage of the event, December 2, 1912. 
The cornerstone can be found on the west side of 
the front steps. 



Grow, by Scott Erickson



Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

Let all who love God rejoice.
Let all who thirst for justice draw water from the well of God’s salvation.
Let all who long for Christ sing for joy.
Let all who hunger for righteousness return home to the living God.
Let all who seek the Spirit shout aloud.
Let all who yearn for mercy fall on their knees before the throne of grace.

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude
Welcome

Call to Worship

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can be used by 

children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship with families 

to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

La Nativité 
Jean Langlais 

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz (away)
Preaching: Aeryn Seto Johnson
Music Director:  Aaron Nee
Liturgist: Linda Carter
Song Leader: Anne Margaret Manay
Advent Candles: Linda Carter, Diane Hill
Godly Play Story Teller: Dorrie Dodge

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y
Godly Play Door Person: Elizabeth Goodwin
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Audio & Online Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay
Flowers: Bill Coburn
Refreshments: Elizabeth Cureton & Shawn Jones



Gathering Prayer

Please stand as you are able

God of our salvation, you bring victory to the righteous and comfort to the outcast.
As we come before you this day, lighten our hearts with laughter and loosen our 
tongues to sing your praise. For you alone are the source of our hope; you alone 
are the fountain of our joy.  Be with us now and always.
Amen

One:

All:

#384: Soon and Very SoonOpening Hymn

Advent Prayer & Lighting of the Advent Candle

Song of Response

P R E P A R A T I O N  f o r  t h e  C O M I N G  O F  C H R I S T

Jesus Came Bringing Us Joy
Jesus came bringing us joy, Jesus came bringing us joy

Jesus came bringing us joy, Halleluja, forevermore. 
(repeat)

The dream
is no longer
deferred.

So we leap!
We can’t help it!

It rises up from within.
From deep, guttural places.
You can’t contain our dance!

Feel the pit-pat!
Hear the tip-tap!
That’s the rhythm of freedom.

One:

Leap! (Midrash on Luke 1:39-45)
Drew Jackson

Let the babies dance!
Let them tell us of salvation.
Let them lead us to liberation!

The babies are inviting us
into the dance of a future
on the threshold of birth.

And we will leap!
We will leap!
We will leap!

All the way there!



C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace
Children are invited to join leaders by the cloister door to go to Godly Play in Room 2

Passing the Peace of Christ

God of the prophets, we give thanks for the voices that cry out and demand our 
attention.
They call us to put our trust and hope in you.
Forgive us when we close our eyes to your vision, and when we stop our ears to your 
promise.
Heal our weakness when we give up on ourselves, on one another, and on you.
Free us from hopeless living, that we may joyfully love and serve others in your holy 
name.

One:

Know that we are forgiven in Christ’s name. May Love live in us and through us, 
that all may know God’s peace.

One:

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer

One: In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
All: Amen

Song of Response #113: Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer

In our secret yearnings we wait for your coming, and in our grinding despair we 
doubt that you will. And in this privileged place we are surrounded by witnesses 
who yearn more than do we and by those who despair more deeply than do we.
Look upon your church in this season of hope which runs quickly to fatigue and 
this season of yearning which becomes so easily quarrelsome. Give us the grace 
and the impatience to wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes, to the 
edges of our fi nger tips. We do not want our several worlds to end. Come in your 
power and come in your weakness in any case and make all things new.

One:

The Grace and the Impatience to Wait
Walter Brueggemann

“The virgin will conceive and bring forth a son and will call him Immanuel”
Isaiah 7 : 14



“In pain you will bring forth children.”
Genesis 3 : 16

T H E  W O R D
Luke 1 : 26 - 38  (The Message)

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and Word in our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon

New Testament Reading
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfi llment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

One:



Aeryn will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Invitation to the Off ering

Off ertory

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:
Note: donations made online are subject to a 4% service charge, paid by us.

Please stand as you are able
Song of Response #607, Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;  Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.

Hymn #347 : Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

Quelle est Cette Odeur Agréable
Marcel Dupré 

Invitation to Community Life

Immanuel, God with us, in gratitude for the mercy you showed our ancestors 
in faith, and in thanksgiving for your holy covenant with all your people, we 
off er you these gifts and off erings. 
Amen

One:

All:

#87 : Comfort, Comfort Now My People 

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Sending Hymn

Benediction

Postlude Finale (Sonata I)
Felix Mendelssohn 

Please stand as you are able

Please stand as you are able



The images hanging in our sanctuary were created by Scott Erickson – artist, author, and storyteller. Scott 
created this series of images and a devotional because – “for too many of us, the celebration of Christmas 
has lost its wonder. Maybe for you, it has become a bittersweet season of complicated family dynamics, a 
predictable brand masking insatiable consumerism, or simply a sacred story that feels far too removed from 
our current chaotic world.” Scott hopes that these images and written stories will “illuminate the astonishing, 
hope-fi lled truth that the God who showed up in the hardest parts of our humanity is still showing up today in 
those same places.” 

Sign up with Pastor Matt to receive Scott’s devotional Honest Advent. We hope that through our refl ection on 
these images and reading through the devotional as a church, we will be surprised with new insights and take 
new steps of faithful action this Advent season.

“My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I 
was woven together in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body.”

Psalm 139 : 15 - 16


