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This Week:
Sunday, December 5
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Worship, Rev. Matt Prinz preaches
11 am Fellowship Time
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, December 6
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
10:30  Pop-up clinic
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service

Tuesday, December 7
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
7 pm Deacons (Zoom)

Wednesday, December 8
7 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 
 The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, December 9
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Friday, December 10
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution

Saturday, December 11
7 am Food Ministry grocery pick-up.
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Walk for Peace: Ceasefi re Night 
Walk Planned for December 17

Faith In Action East Bay is sponsoring a night 
walk through the Castlemont neighborhood. 
The gathering will begin at St. Benedict’s 
Catholic Church at 2245 82nd Avenue at 6 pm. 
Faith leaders, residents, schools, neighborhood 
organizations, social services, public agencies, 
and law enforcement across the community are 
uniting to build a culture of peace and healing. 
The walk through this neighborhood is intended 
to carry this message: We love you and we want 
you to be alive and free from gun violence. 

According to The Chronicle, “on Nov. 28, Oakland 
recorded its 118th homicide this year — a 22% 
increase over the same period last year, and the 
second year of a shocking reversal to a near-
decade’s worth of declines to the city’s murder 
rate. With a month still left in the year, Oakland’s 
death toll from homicide has already eclipsed 
every year since 2012 (though it’s still well below 
the highs of the 1990s).”

Night Walks are frequently occurring events 
sponsored by Faith in Action. First Church 
participated in another walk earlier this fall by 
sending seven participants. “I think those of us 
who joined the walk last month can attest to 
the positive experience of joining others from 
various faith backgrounds who come together 
to support the community around us,” said Suzie 
Inadomi. “Bring a friend,” she added. Contact 
Suzie for more information. 
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Oakland Gay Men’s ChorusOakland Gay Men’s Chorus

Oakland School for the Arts

Winter Concert
Friday, Dec. 10, 7 pm
First Presbyterian Church

featuring Alessandra Mohar

Sunday, Dec. 12, 4 pmSunday, Dec. 12, 4 pm
First Presbyterian ChurchFirst Presbyterian Church

Angels Among Us
Saturday, December 18, 8 pm

St. John’s Presbyterian Church

Musical Mystical:

Chamber Chorus
Sacred & Profane

Community Partner Concerts
When you support the artisic endeavors of these 
organizations, you support First Church. Visit 
these organization’s websites to learn more 
about these Holiday Season concerts.

Conductor David Morales provides some 
last minute fi ne-tuning of Cantare Con Vivo’s 
Christmas Concert, “Lift Every Voice and Sing!” 
which was held Saturday afternoon at Walnut 
Creek Presbyterian Church. 

Following nearly two years of separation, the 
90-member Community Women’s Orchestra 
held their fi rst rehearsal together last week in 
the Fellowship Hall. The orchestra is one of First 
Church’s newest community partners. 

Community Arts Thrive at First 
Church
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Once a year the membership of First Church 
makes a commitment to pledge fi nancial 
support for the coming year. Pledging off ers 
an opportunity to consider one’s own role in 
supporting the ministry and work of the church 
with a commitment of time, talent and treasure. 
Making a commitment now ensures that the 
leadership of the church is capable of planning 
for the coming year. 

Anyone needing a pledge card can contact Linda 
Carter, Rose Mary Richmond or Pastor Matt. All 
pledges are kept confi dential and provided to 
the Stewardship Chair. 

This year, in addition to fi nancial pledges, 
members are encouraged to make a pledge 
to support the various ministry groups at First 
Church. 

2022 Pledges Still Needed From 
Congregation

With the weather turning colder, and the front 
lawn fenced off  for the season, Fellowship 
Time has moved back indoors. Julia Marquez 
brought a feeling of Christmas Cheer into the 
Reception Room by organizing a wreath making 
activity for the congregation last week, allowing 
participants an opportunity to craft their own 
festive decorations for the season. 

Lunch was provided by Chris Weber and included 
mulled cider and wine. The congregation lingered 
for an hour, enjoying conversation and activity. 

Hosting Fellowship Time is an opportunity for 
each of us to have a hand at creating a welcoming, 
nourishing environment for ourselves and for 
guests. If you are interested in hosting, contact 
Julia or Leah Marquez. 

Fellowship Time Turns Festive Choral Singing to Return to 
Worship Soon
Music Director Aaron Nee is planning the return 
of choral singing to worship services, sometime in 
2022. Work is already underway for the selection 
of music. The choir last contributed to worship in 
March of 2020, with virtual contributions provided 
for pre-recorded worship services in 2020. 

Anyone with interest in participating in the choir 
is encouraged to meet with Aaron. Aaron is also 
considering the addition of hired section leaders 
to assist in rebuilding the group, following its 
two-year hiatus. 

The choir will have regular rehearsals (days and 
times to be determined) in addition to their 
Sunday morning responsibilities.
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Alameda County Health Department and Vituity 
Care Foundation hosted a pop-up clinic at First 
Church, open to the community at large. The clinic 
was timed to coincide with Food Ministry service 
hours. First Church members and neighbors alike 
took part in the clinic, which provided health 
screenings, fl u shots, Covid shots and many other 
health services, free of charge. 

Free Vaccines, Boosters, Other 
Services Provided at First Church

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay-Silicon 

Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• Sacred & Profane Chamber Chorus
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Vituity Care Foundation
• Western Service Workers Assoc. 

This place was made with you in mind!

Demolition of the old central heating plant is 
scheduled to begin on December 17. This will 
consist of removal of the 1960 boiler, fl ues, and 
adjacent equipment. The work is expected to 
take one week. 

Immediately following demolition, work will 
commence on installation of the new gas-boiler. 
This equipment will be responsible for restoring 
service to the campus’s network of steam 
heating. Later in the year, new equipment will 
be installed to replace the antiquated steam 
system, leaving the new boiler responsible for 
heating the sanctuary alone. A fi nal completion 
date is not available, but heat may be restored by 
mid-January. While this work is in progress, the 
east side of the parking ramp will be provided 
exclusively for use by the construction crew for 
equipment and work.

Advent Is a Time of Waiting...
...For Heat

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 

Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by: Chris Weber, Bill Coburn, Lexine 
Alpert
Photos by: Matt Prinz, Suzie Inadomi, Chris 
Weber, Lexine Alpert
Copy editing by:  Anne Margaret Manay & 
Dorrie Dodge



Post-Thanksgiving we tend to receive larger 
amounts from our donors. This was the case this 
week as we received 14 smoked turkeys which 
were prepared Sunday for the Monday meal. A 
fairly robust truck load came from Whole Foods, 
giving us more to share with our guests and 
those on the streets. 

The pickup team Friday and Saturday received 
groceries from Western Service Workers, as 
well, and also from Food of God and the Food 
Not Bombs pick up team. We shared foods with 
Berkeley Presbyterian Homes and ECAP. We 
thank the pickup team, Steve, Bryan, Paul, Henry, 
Rajiv and Devon. We thank Rajiv and Chris for 
their truck use.

Sunday, we prepared 
150 lunches of cold 
cut sandwiches with 
cheese and tomato 
and lettuce on multi 

Food Ministry Report
By Bill Coburn
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We did our best to 
share the wealth.

grain bread. Included in the boxes were grapes, 
cookies, and chips. we were blessed with two 
distribution groups this week: Tivo took out 50 
sandwiches, and a First Church group: Gay Cobb, 
Jan Busch and kids and Louise Hill. We thank 
Ann, Matt, and Mary for the sandwich prep. We 
happily had a new volunteer, Treecy who helped 
with the sandwiches, brussels sprouts prep and 
smoked turkey prep, as did Mary. Jeannie and 
Ricky handled the gate give away today and 
Victor gave away the coff ee and tea.

Additionally, food prep was done for the Monday 
meal, green salad prepared, fruit salad prepared 
by Jan who could not be there Monday, as 
mentioned a mountain of brussels sprouts were 
prepared and the 14 turkeys cut up for warming 
on Monday. 

We thank, as mentioned, Treecy, Ann, and Pauline 
for their focused work with the turkeys. Ru and 
Bryan managed the cleanup with substantial help 
from Jeannie and Ricky. 

Our Monday meal was combined with a health 
clinic at our gates, an event long planned and 
fi nally coming to fruition. We served 150 meals 
today of smoked turkey, potatoes, gravy, brussels 
sprouts and dressing, along with our fruit and 
green salads, plus dessert. We also gave away 
bread from La Farine delivered to us Monday 
morning from the Food of God program.

Meals are being distributed by Lexine and Erica. 
This being the next to the last day of the month, 
our experience is many people get government 
benefi ts this day, which helps explain our 
diminished numbers at the gate; last week 
around 75 guests, today around 50. 

We had an active day in the kitchen and because 
we received so much food this week, we are 
halfway done with the coming week. We had 
Devon manage the brussels sprout cooking (yes, 
there must have been 600/700 of them). 

Cathy enhanced our potatoes by grilling with 
onions, Ellen and team prepared green beans 
and cooked them for next week (yes, probably a 
thousand of them) and we have fi ve trays of rice 
frozen, ready to go for next week. Plus, enough 
turkey for next week’s sandwiches. Our team 
today: the Temple Sinai group and Bonnie, along 
with Paul for cleanup, Connie at the gate, Gus at 
the coff ee. We did our best to share the wealth.
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This last Monday, Erica and I gave out 62 meals 
consisting of turkey, stuffi  ng, gravy, roasted 
caulifl ower, salads and desserts.  What a feast for 
the holidays!

There are so many desperate people out on the 
streets.  Among them, a couple of women on their 
own in sleeping bags, an entire group of homeless 
individuals outside a building in downtown 
Oakland, all thrilled to have a hot meal. A man and 
his young son sat at a downtown park fi lled with 
homeless (I believe they were visiting the father’s 
friends who are homeless but were both happy to 
get a meal).  

We also visited the recycling center and came 

Street Delivery Report
By Lexine Alpert

across a man named “Z” who was there with 
his sweet dog. He was having a disagreement 
with the recycling boss as he believed he had 
been cheated some money for the items he had 
brought. Unfortunately, because he felt cheated, 
he refused to take any money. He was disgruntled 
but took a hot meal. We passed by him minutes 
later to fi nd him around the corner, having scarfed 
down all of the food as he was so hungry. We gave 
him another meal and he was so appreciative, 
raving about how delicious it was.

Thank you for all of your eff orts.  We are all doing 
“bandaid work,” but as the saying goes, “We can’t 
change the world, but for the one person we do 
encounter, it is their world.”  



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805



The Annunciation, by Mike Moyers



Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

Who is with us?
The Wisdom of God, who speaks through the scriptures and our lives.
Who is with us?
The Grace of God, who proclaims we are all children of God.
Who is with us?
Christ, who meets us at the Table now and always.

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude
Welcome

Call to Worship

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can be used by 

children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship with families 

to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

All:
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:

Noël Nouvelet
Traditional French Carol

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Music Director:  Aaron Nee
Liturgist: Alessandra Mohar
Song Leader: Dorrie Dodge, John Doppke
Advent Candles: Alessandra Mohar, 
Charmaine Irmiter

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y
Communion Setup: Diane Hill, Carol Zell
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Audio & Online Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay
Flowers: Bill Coburn
Refreshments: Inadomi Family



Gathering Prayer

Please stand as you are able

Good and gracious God, we thank you for all the ways you were and are present in 
our lives and in the world. Help us be more aware of your presence each and every 
day and may your Spirit prepare our hearts and minds to worship you in Christ’s 
name we pray
Amen

One:

All:

#88: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
verses 1, 5 & 7

Opening Hymn

Advent Prayer & Lighting of the Advent Candle

Song of Response

P R E P A R A T I O N  f o r  t h e  C O M I N G  O F  C H R I S T

Jesus Came Bringing Us Peace

The Word gave life to everything 
that was created, and his life 

brought light to everyone. The 
light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness can never 

extinguish it. 
John 1 : 4-5

Jesus came bringing us peace, Jesus came bringing us peace
Jesus came bringing us peace, Halleluja, forevermore. 

(repeat)

Young. Brown.
From that side of town.
And now 
with a baby
on the way.

You call her blessed?
I’ve heard her called worse things.
Thot. Ho. Bust-down. Tramp.

No wonder she is troubled
by this greeting.
But they can’t see
what You see.
What do they know?
She is holy.
Theotokos.

Overshadowed.
The Spirit hovers,
and she is covered.
Ready to birth 
new creation.
Delivering us
salvation.

One:

Theotokos (Midrash on Luke 1 : 26 - 38)
Drew Jackson



C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E

Confession

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace

Passing the Peace of Christ

God of light and love, your prophets call us to prepare for your coming, and to 
open our hearts to all who seek compassion and relief.
Too often, we close our ears to cries of pain, closing ourselves off  from the 
healing power of kindness and love.
Your messengers call us to straighten the paths of all who might stumble, and to 
make a way in the wilderness, where there seems to be no way at all.
Too often, we close our eyes to the sight of those in need, fearing that justice for 
others will bring loss to ourselves.
You call us to bring light into the shadowy places, and to be messengers of your 
coming into a world of death and despair.
Forgive us when we are unwilling to bear your light, when we close off  the 
pathways of our hearts to those who are in need of your good news.

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Hear the good news:  When we cannot fi nd our way through the gloom, God gives 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, Amen

One:

All:

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer

One: In the name of the one who loves us unconditionally, we pray.
All: Amen

Song of Response #113: Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Musical Off ering The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer

In our secret yearnings we wait for your coming, and in our grinding despair we 
doubt that you will. And in this privileged place we are surrounded by witnesses 
who yearn more than do we and by those who despair more deeply than do we.
Look upon your church in this season of hope which runs quickly to fatigue and 
this season of yearning which becomes so easily quarrelsome. Give us the grace 
and the impatience to wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes, to the 
edges of our fi nger tips. We do not want our several worlds to end. Come in your 
power and come in your weakness in any case and make all things new.

One:

The Grace and the Impatience to Wait
Walter Brueggemann

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.
Isaiah 9 : 6



T H E  W O R D
Luke 1 : 26 - 38  (The Message)

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and Wordin our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon

New Testament Reading
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to the 
Galilean village of Nazareth to a young girl engaged to be married to a man 
descended from David. His name was Joseph, and her name, Mary. Upon entering, 
Gabriel greeted her:

 Good morning! 
  You’re beautiful with God’s beauty,
 Beautiful inside and out! 
  God be with you.

She was thoroughly shaken, wondering what was behind a greeting like that. But 
the angel assured her, “Mary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: 
You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and will call him Jesus.

 He will be great, 
  be called ‘Son of the Highest.’
 The Lord God will give him 
  the throne of his father David;
 He will rule Jacob’s house forever— 
  no end, ever, to his kingdom.”

Mary said to the angel, “But how? I’ve never slept with a man.” The angel answered,

 The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
  the power of the Highest hover over you;
 Therefore, the child you bring to birth 
  will be called Holy, Son of God.

“And did you know that your cousin Elizabeth conceived a son, old as she is? 
Everyone called her barren, and here she is six months pregnant! Nothing, you 
see, is impossible with God.” And Mary said,

 Yes, I see it all now: 
  I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve.
 Let it be with me 
  just as you say.

Then the angel left her.

One:



Invitation to Community Life

“He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and 
like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty 

or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him.”

Isaiah 53 : 2

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper

Prayer of Thanksgiving
One:  The bread of heaven is here, 
 leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the 
 bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, 
 bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of 
 salvation.
One:  Eat and drink, for Christ is here, 
 off ering us eternal life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Holy Meal & Off ering
Please come forward as the ushers 
allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten 
free. You may leave your off ering in the 
plates on the table. You may also make 
a donation by using this QR code. Note: 
donations made online are subject to a 4% 
service charge, paid by us.

Communion Music
Ye Who Claim the Faith of Jesus

Prayer of Dedication
Immanuel, God with us, in 
gratitude for the mercy you 
showed our ancestors in faith, 
and in thanksgiving for your holy 
covenant with all your people, 
we off er you these gifts and 
off erings. 
Amen

One:

All:



#105 : People, Look East
S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Sending Hymn
Benediction

Postlude

As we await the coming of the Promised One, may your love and knowledge and 
insight overfl ow, that you may live in peace and harmony with all beings for the 
glory and praise of God.  
Amen.

One:

All:

Prelude in F Major
J.S. Bach

“How will this be,” asked Mary, 
“since I am a virgin?”
Luke 1 : 34

The images hanging in our sanctuary were created by Scott Erickson – artist, author, and storyteller. Scott 
created this series of images and a devotional because – “for too many of us, the celebration of Christmas 
has lost its wonder. Maybe for you, it has become a bittersweet season of complicated family dynamics, a 
predictable brand masking insatiable consumerism, or simply a sacred story that feels far too removed from 
our current chaotic world.” Scott hopes that these images and written stories will “illuminate the astonishing, 
hope-fi lled truth that the God who showed up in the hardest parts of our humanity is still showing up today in 
those same places.” 

Sign up with Pastor Matt to receive Scott’s devotional Honest Advent. We hope that through our refl ection on 
these images and reading through the devotional as a church, we will be surprised with new insights and take 
new steps of faithful action this Advent season.


