
Food Ministry volunteers feed hundreds, p.10

Home gatherings and Halloween activites 
planned for Fall,  p. 8-9

Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus performs 
“Together Again” to socially distant crowd, p. 11

First Church considers city’s MACRO program,  
enjoys afternoon of art and music and more p. 11



This Week:
Sunday, October 24
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Worship, Rev. Matt Prinz preaches
11 am Join us for coff ee, refreshments and
  conversation on the lawn and
 throughout the campus
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, October 25
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service
1 pm Worship Planning Team

Tuesday, October 26
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Wednesday, October 27
7 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, October 28
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Friday, October 29
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution

Saturday, October 30
7 am Food Ministry morning grocery 
 pick-up.
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Participate in community-building games, learn a 
new song or two, and work in teams to prepare 
liturgy for Advent Worship services.  We might 
also make stone soup. If you don’t know what 
that is, come and fi nd out.  

Working on Worship
Saturday, November 6, 3 pm
Marquez Family Home

Come to worship dressed in costume to celebrate 
Halloween (or bring a costume to put on after 
worship if you prefer). There will be activities and 
Halloween fun for everyone.

Halloween Sunday
Sunday, October 31, 11 am
Reception Room

The Installation of 

Rev. Matthew Prinz
as the 19th Pastor of First Church

November 14, 4 pm, reception to follow



Tuesday, Novmeber 9, 7 pm
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary
Brass Over Bridges is a brass quintet that 
understands that music is all about connection. 
Inspired by the cultural diversity of the San 
Francisco Bay Area, they engage audiences 
with music bridging barriers of style and artistic 
discipline. This is a free concert. 

Fall & Holiday Concerts

Brass Over Bridges

Lift Every Voice and Sing!
Cantare Con Vivo presents:
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Sunday, December 5, 6 pm

The ancients Celts celebrated October 31st and 
November 1st as the end of the season of light and 
the beginning of the season of darkness.  In this in-
between time, they believed the souls of the dead 
roamed the streets and evil spirits abounded.  

The Church had originally celebrated All Saints 
Day in the spring.  In order to convert pagans 
to Christianity, church leaders decided to move 
All Saints Day to November 1st, to replace the 
Celtic pagan festival. The word “Halloween” 
derives from “Hallow”, or “Holy” (e.g. Saint) and 
“evening”, shortened to e’en or “een”.  Thus 
Halloween literally means the evening before 
All Saints Day, a day to remember the “cloud of 
witnesses” who have gone before us.  

During the Middle Ages, Christians would gather 
in churches on All Hallow’s Eve to celebrate 
Christ’s victory over death and the saints’ victories 
over evil.  The festivities of All Hallow’s Eve were 
the Christian’s way of laughing at death and evil 
in certain hope of Christ’s victory over the powers 
of darkness.  Thus Halloween is not a celebration 
of evil, but rather a chance for Christians to affi  rm 
their beliefs in victory through Christ over evil and 
death, or as the apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians, 
“Where O Death is Your Victory?, Where O Death, 
is thy Sting?”

So on Sunday, October 31st, we will have 
Halloween activities in the Reception Room for all 
ages.  Everyone is encouraged to wear a costume.

Halloween & Our Faith
By Julia Marquez

Volunteer Tributes, Recognition 
Requested for November
The ministry of this church consists almost 
entirely of the many folks who generously 
contribute their time and talent to bless others. 
In November, we will be recognizing the many 
volunteers who work to “Make God’s Welcome 
Known.” If you would like to recognize someone 
in the First Church community who has made an 
impact, please consider sending a written tribute 
for publication here. 
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Monday, October 18, we prepared 160 meals. We 
prepared a baked fi sh with a lemon cream sauce 
over rice, green salad, fruit salad, vegetables, 
and dessert. As we didn’t have enough fi sh, we 
brought out some leftovers from the freezers 
tobe reworked by Teri and her team into entrees. 

Our vegetables today were caulifl ower, green 
beans, broccoli, and cabbage. All were inventively 
prepared to go with our entrees. Our Monday 
team consisted of Teri, Shirley, Beth, Jan 1, Diane, 
Natalie, several others from Temple Sinai, Paul, 
Hunter, Amy and Ricky, Ru, Victor and Connie. 
Additionally, we distributed clothing and excess 
food. Connie and volunteer Ricky were at the 
gate distributing lunches and coff ee. That was 
helpful today, as Early Head Start has returned 
to the campus after a hiatus and Victor was 
attentive to both activities.

Trish came in to take undistributed clothes to 
Salvation Army, which is very helpful. A special 
commendation to the fl exibility of the cleanup 
team for both days (Paul, Bryan, Peter, and 
others). While waiting for the hot water tank 
to be fi xed, they have devised a system to do 
so. The water heater was repaired later in the 
afternoon. Lisa Tarver and team picked up the 
boxed lunches for distribution.

On Sunday, October 17, our team produced 
153 lunches of salami and cheese sandwiches 
alongside various chips, fruits, sunfl ower seeds, 
packets of water, and cookies/small pastries. Ann 
and Kyong assembled the sandwiches, along with 
Matt’s help chopping. Assembling the boxes was 
Amy and Violet from Temple Sinai and Tiff any.
The team did a lot of prep work for the Monday 
meal (Jan 2, Pauline, Connie, Amy, Ricky); 
caulifl ower was prepared along with broccoli, 
cabbage, and green beans. Ricky and Amy 
completed the green bean prep, which was most 
appreciated! Rice was set up for today and Ann, 
Pauline, and Bonnie put together an excellent 
green and fruit salad for today. Melo and Jazmine 
distributed meals and supplemented them with 
packets of water, emergency food bars, and new 
socks.

Our food acquisition team this week was Bryan, 
Peter, Steve, Henry, Rahul, and Paul. Dorothy 
also supplied us with bottled water. Food 
was provided by our donors Whole Foods of 
Berkeley, Good Eggs, and Food of God Program. 
Sandy provided a bag of items including women’s 
sanitary supplies and the Kovach family provided 
the socks. We thank Rajiv and Chris for the use 
of their trucks. We thank the church team, Gay, 
Dorothy, Louise and others for providing clean 
towels every week.

Food Ministry Weekly Report
By Bill Coburn
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Faith in Action East Bay Meets 
with First Church to discuss 
MARCO

First Church leaders met with Faith in Action 
organizers Yuri Sadiki Torres and Anne Jank to 
discuss the city’s new pilot program, MACRO: 
Mobile Assistance Community Responders of 
Oakland. The group lifted up prayers for victims 
of gun violence and continued discerning ways to 
join others of faith in protecting our neighbors.

Prinz Family Welcome the 
Congregation for Afternoon of 
Art and Conversation
Pastor Matt, Susannah, and Ruby Prinz welcomed 
the entire First Church community to their 
backyard for an afternoon of a art projects and 
conversation about community and faith. Snacks 
and sangria were provided by the congregation. 

A communal audio play list eventually gave way 
to dancing and singing, with Marilyn Reynolds 
and her sister Betty leading everyone in “Oh 
Happy Day” and other standards. “Oh no, this 
must be the long version!” shouted Marilyn on 
the sixth chorus of Oh Happy Day, as her backup 
dancers continued singing praise. 

Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus 
performs “Together Again” 

The Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus, headquartered 
here at First Church since June, performed their 
fi rst concert since the Covid Pandemic began 
in March 2020. The performance, sung to a 
socially distanced crowd of approximately 200, 
consisted of Chorus standards including “What 
a Wonderful World” and “How Can I Keep from 
Singing?”



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 
Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Julia Marquez & Chris 
Weber
Copy editing by Bex Fortin, Chris Weber
Photos by Lexine Alpert, Chris Weber.

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Community Women’s Orchestra
• Faith in Action East Bay
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay                 

Silicon Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Oakland Kids First
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale
• Western Service Workers Assoc. 

This place was made with you in mind!

First Woman Ordained as a Minister
Sixty-fi ve years ago this week, the Rev. Margaret E. 
Towner was ordained by the United Presbyterian 
Church in America (now the PCUSA), becoming 
the fi rst woman ordained as a Presbyterian 
Minister of Word and Sacrament in the world. 
Rev. Towner was ordained into service by her 
home presbytery in Syracuse, New York. She 
went on to answer her fi rst call to serve the First 
Presbyterian Church in Kalamazoo, Michigan. 



Transfi guration by Mike Moyers



Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship
Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can be used by 

children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship with families 

to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

• If you have not received a vaccine yet, please consider getting one. 
• While you are indoors, please continue to wear a mask, even while singing. Worship leaders will not wear 

masks. 
• Please continue to social distance - you may sit close to friends if you are invited to do so. Sit only in pews with 

cushions. 
• Greetings with touch can be nice - but check that it’s okay fi rst. 
• Worship leaders will provide special instructions for Passing the Peace and Communion (when it is served). 
• Refreshments will be served outdoors on the lawn following the service. 
• The Sanctuary, Session Room, Reception Room and Courtyard will all remain open following the service for 

you to spread out and enjoy conversation. 

Help us keep everyone comfortable



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

One:  The light of God is shining;
All:  Shining around and within.
One:  The voice of God is calling;
All:  Calling not just from ancient texts, but from here and now.
One:  The love of God is with us;
All:  Flowing around and within us.

Intermezzo
Johannes Brahms

Gathering Prayer

Please stand as you are able

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude

Welcome
Call to Worship

Stay with us, Creator God. Live in us, Christ Jesus. Abide in us, Holy Spirit.
Amen

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

One:
All:

#611, Joyful, Joyfull We Adore TheeOpening Hymn

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Music Director:  Aaron Nee
Liturgist: Martha Bauman
Testemony: Tiff any Price

Song Leader: Linda Carter
Godly Play Story Teller: Di Pagel

Godly Play Door Person: Dorrie Dodge
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi

Audio & Online Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay

Flowers: Bill Coburn
Fellowship Snacks: Pat Osborn & Steve Cabrerra

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns
You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace (practice sign language!)
Children are invited to join leaders by the cloister door to go to Godly Play in Room 2

Passing the Peace of Christ

Shine upon us with your grace, that we might see what frightens us and face what 
threatens us. Flow through us with your mercy, that we might sense your presence, 
even when we have run away, and that we may know your love, even when we feel 
most unlovable. Abide in us with your love, for your love claims us and makes us 
whole.
Amen

One:

Even in the darkest of times, the light of God is shining. The light of Christ’s love 
and mercy are shining now, brightening our lives with mercy and grace.

One:

All:

C O N F E S S I O N S  O F  F A I T H
We are beginning a new season of brief testimonies during worship service as a way to know each 
other better, learn, and be encouraged by one another. These statements of faith also help us to 
discern our collective journey together. As we share, consider these questions:
Questions for yourself
• Who is God inviting you to become in this season?
• What is God teaching you in this season?
• What new steps of faith are you taking as you 

walk in the Way of Jesus?

Questions for the church
• Who is God inviting us to become in this next 

season?
• How are we growing together as God guides us?
• What steps of faith is God inviting us to take together?



T H E  W O R D
Mark 9:1-13  (NRSV)

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and the Word in our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon

New Testament Reading
9 1And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death until they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a 
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfi gured before them, 3and 
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 
4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three 
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what 
to say, for they were terrifi ed. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly 
when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.
9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about 
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10So they 
kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could 
mean. 11Then they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come fi rst?” 
12He said to them, “Elijah is indeed coming fi rst to restore all things. How then is 
it written about the Son of Man, that he is to go through many suff erings and be 
treated with contempt? 13But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him 
whatever they pleased, as it is written about him.”

One:



#450 Be Thou My Vision

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Invitation to the Off ering

Off ertory

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:
Note: donations made online are subject to a 4% service charge, paid by us.

Please stand as you are able
Song of Response #607, Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

Amen.

Sending Hymn
Benediction

Postlude Praeludium
J.S. Bach

Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Sermon Continued

One:  May the brightness of God light our way.
 May the brightness of Christ shine within us.
 May the brightness of God’s Spirit fl ow through us.
All: Amen

#626 As The Deer Pants for the WaterHymn of Response


