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This Week:
Sunday, October 1
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Worship, Rev. Joal Mackey preaches
 Communion served
11 am Join us for coff ee, refreshments and
  conversation on the lawn and
 throughout the campus
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, October 2
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service
1 pm Worship Planning Team

Tuesday, October 3
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Wednesday, October 4
7 pm Bible Study (Zoom) 

The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, October 5
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts

Friday, October 6
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution

Saturday, October 7
7 am Food Ministry morning grocery 
 pick-up.
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Come engage in directed conversations about 
faith, participate in a community art project and 
taste a few appetizers and a glass of sangria.  
What a lovely way to spend an afternoon! All 
ages are welcome.

Participate in community-building games, learn a 
new song or two, and work in teams to prepare 
liturgy for Advent Worship services.  We might 
also make stone soup. If you don’t know what 
that is, come and fi nd out.  

Working on Worship
Saturday, November 6, 3 pm
Marquez Family Home

Art & Conversation
Sunday, October 17, 3 pm
Prinz Family Backyard

Saturday, October 23, 7:30 - 8:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church Sanctuary
Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus is thrilled to announce 
its fi rst live performance since early 2020. This 
one-hour concert will feature chorus favorites 
alongside brand new music performed by the 
Chorus for the very fi rst time. This is the fi rst 
concert to be held at First Church since spring 
2020. Tickets are available at the Chorus website 
or at the door. 
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The saying, “All good things come with time,” 
has never felt truer! While we’re still waiting 
to start demolition, lay foundations, and raise 
walls, our volunteers and staff  have stayed busy 
polishing up fi nished projects and gearing up for 
the start of new ones. Here is how:

Esperanza Place, Walnut Creek
We’ve broken Ground! It’s been a long time 
in the making, but on September 10th a small 
group of Habitat staff , community supporters, 
and selected Habitat families came together to 
celebrate the start of this new, aff ordable, 42-
home development in Walnut Creek. With the 
offi  cial Groundbreaking Ceremony in the books, 
site work will commence this fall. We’re on track 
to welcome volunteers at the beginning of next 
year.

Manila Avenue, Oakland
Volunteers from Cal Berkeley’s Habitat for 
Humanity Campus Chapter joined us earlier 
this month to help beautify the fi rst of two 
renovations on Manila Avenue, by helping us 
with landscaping and treating the fence. 
Our staff  is working closely with the City of 

Oakland and architects to fi nalize construction 
plans and permitting on the home next door. We 
expect to start construction on the second home 
as early as November.

4th Street & Reed, San Jose
We’re working with the City of San Jose on 
entitlements, site design, and permitting for 
the new foundation. We’re also fundraising the 
support we’ll need to renovate this beautiful 
century-old property into four aff ordable homes.
We hope to start welcoming volunteers at the 
start of 2022.

Green Spaces Oakland
Last month we hosted our fi rst Green Spaces 
Build Day with our partners at M-Group. Thirteen 
volunteers gathered at our Oakland Workshop to 
build garden stools, planter benches, and picnic 
tables that will be used to revitalize community 
gardens across Oakland. Visit the Habitat for 
Humanity East Bay Silicon Valley website to read 
more about this new volunteer opportunity. 
Stay updated on these volunteer opportunities 
by following @HabitatEBSV on Facebook and 
Twitter and @Habitat_EBSV on Instagram.

Habitat For Humanity Breaks Ground 
for 42 New Affordable Homes
From the Habitat For Humanity EBSV Blog
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On Friday and Saturday, our pick up team 
successfully collected from Whole Foods, Good 
Eggs, Western Service Workers, Food of God, and 
Manna from Heaven. Other items were donated 
by Sandy. The Richmond Family provided cookies. 
Gus Lopez donated some men’s clothing. 

We distributed food to ECAP and Presbyterian 
Homes. We thank pick up team members Bryan, 
Peter, Paul, Steve, Rajiv, Devon, Henry, and 
Dorothy for all their eff orts. And we thank Chris 
and Rajiv for their truck use. As usual, Dorothy 
was on hand Friday to organize the kitchen in 
preparation for a busy weekend of use. 

As is typical on Sunday, the team did a lot of prep 
work for the Monday meal. Mary and Derrick 
prepared a large amount of bok choy for grilling. 
Derrick and Bill prepared a 50 lb bag of potatoes 
for cooking. Pauline prepared over 50 lbs of 
chicken for today’s grilling. Bonnie and Ann put 
together a green salad and a coleslaw salad. 
Stacey and Ann assembled the 150 chicken, 
mayo, lettuce and cranberry sauce sandwiches. 
Tiff any also stopped in to help. 

Kyong almost singlehandedly assembled the 
lunch boxes, which included chips, plums, 
oranges, desserts, dried fruit, sunfl ower seeds 
and boiled eggs. At the gate, Navdeep distributed 
foods, with the help of Victor, Derrick, and new 
volunteer Richie. Bryan, Ru and Peter did a 
great job with the cleanup and putting away of 
foods. Sandwiches were distributed by the Rojas-
Cheatham family.

Monday, we prepared 150 meals for distribution. 
We gave away food and other items such as 
clothing, bottled water bottles and emergency 
food water and bars. Our menu today was grilled 
chicken, pasta side dish, potatoes, a variety of 
vegetables, bok choy, carrots, squash, green 
salad, cole slaw salad and dessert items. The 
Monday team was headed up by Teri, with team 
members: Beth, Laura, Trish, Crissi, Christine, 
Shirley, Barbara, Bonnie, Connie, Paul, Navdeep, 
Victor and Gus. A table of clothing was emptied 
of women’s and men’s clothing, out at the gate. 
Reusable bottles with water and emergency 
packets of water are being distributed at the 
gate and given to the street distribution teams.

Food Ministry Weekly Report
By Bill Coburn
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First Church Honors Identity with 
Pronoun Buttons
The Building the Beloved Community team 
continues to make available pronouns buttons 
for anyone in the congregation who wishes to use 
them. 

There are many reasons for making our preferred 
pronouns evident, among them helping everyone 
to feel included and respected and reminding us 
all that our assumptions about pronouns may 
not be correct. But perhaps most importantly, 
the buttons are a visible sign that we are a 
congregation which welcomes LBGTQIA+ people. 
Our multi-racial makeup is visibly evident to 
visitors. Buttons and banners are ways to make 
our welcome for everyone more visible.

Buttons are available on the tables at the cloister 
and 27th street entrances to the sanctuary for 
you to wear during the worship service and at 
fellowship time. You are welcome to take buttons 
home with you. If you have accumulated a few, we 
would appreciate your returning the extras, but 
we will order more as the need arises. Thank you 
for helping with Making God’s Welcome Known.

Presbytery of San Francisco Responds 
to Loss of Ministry Partner
From Presbytery Executive Partners InHo Kim & 
Jennifer Sacramento Streett

It’s been a few weeks now that we lost our dear 
partner and friend, Rev. Leonard Nielson. As we 
refl ected on Leonard’s time with us, we can clearly 
see the consistency of his love of God and love for 
the Presbytery in the work he put forth with us. 
With this important understanding, we want to 
make sure we continue this care together, in the 
spirit to which we partners carry and support the 
ministry of the Presbytery.

We all knew that Leonard brought skills in fi nance 
and property and as well as a contractor and an 
architect. These gifts were so perfectly combined 
and well suited for his work with our Presbytery. 
So how are we to manage in the upcoming 
months within this vacuum left by Leonard? 

We have connected with our legal counsel to deal 
with legal issues around property and trusts in 
several ongoing projects in our congregations. 
We have contacted and will work closely with 
DCG Strategies, a fi rm specializing in Real Estate 
and Assets, and with which we have worked 
closely in the last fi ve years to make sure several 
other projects go smoothly. We have met with 
our accountant and treasurer and will continue to 
meet regularly to make sure fi nances are in order, 
and that daily and weekly fi nancial activities 
go smoothly. We are also working closely with 
Mission Vision and Leadership, Personnel, and 
Finance, Property Oversight Committee to see the 
best way to continue during this time and discern 
the next steps. As the last year in a half has taught 
us, relationship and care are essential; it helps in 
weathering through the unknown. 

A Memorial Service for Leonard (via Zoom) will be 
held on Sat, October 16th at 11am–an email with 
more information will be forthcoming.



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.380512

First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay                 

Silicon Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale

This place was made with you in mind!

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 
Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Dorrie Dodge, Chris Weber
Copy editing by Anne Margaret Manay & Dorrie 
Dodge
Photos by Chris Weber.

What a Day
by Shel Silverstein

What a day,
Oh what a day.
My baby brother ran away,
And now my tuba will not play,
I’m eight years old
And turning grey,
Oh what day,
Oh what a day. 



The Hem of His Garment by Jorge Cocco



Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship

O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

One:  Come, let us worship God. Come all who are weary, and you will fi nd rest; 
 come all who are hungry, and you will be fed; come all who are thirsty, 
 and you will fi nd still waters to restore your soul; 
 come those feeling hopeless and you will fi nd hope through the love of God.  
 Let us worship God together!

Novelette No. 1
Francis Poulenc

Gathering Prayer

I N V I T A T I O N  t o  W O R S H I P
Prelude
Welcome

Call to Worship

God, we have set aside this time and place to worship you.  May You be pleased 
with our worship this morning.  Amen

Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can be used by 

children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship with families 

to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during Passing of 

the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

One:

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz (away, returns Monday)
Sermon: Rev. Joel Mackey
Music Director:  Aaron Nee
Liturgist: Leah Marquez
Song Leader: Dorrie Dodge, John Doppke
Contabassoon: Shawn Jones

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y
Liturgy Writing: Julia Marquez, Di Pagel
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi
Audio & Online Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay
Flowers: Bill Coburn
Fellowship Snacks: Bill Beatty 



Please stand as you are able
 Come Let Us Worship GodOpening Songs

 #695 Change My Heart Oh God



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns

You may share requests for prayer with the congregation aloud, or fi ll out a prayer card and place it in 
the off ering plate to privately share your prayer need with the pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.

C O N F E S S I O N  o f  S I N  &  A S S U R A N C E  o f  G R A C E
Confession

Please stand as you are able
Assurance of Pardon

One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace
Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace (practice sign language!)

Passing the Peace of Christ

God, we confess that sometimes we’re too proud to admit when we need help.  
We keep our sadness, loneliness and pain on the inside and only You know we are 
hurting.
Silent, personal refl ection

We recognize that others may also try to keep up appearances and hide the hurt 
inside.  May we be kind to others even when we don’t know of their pain, and may 
we be ready to be of service when they ask for help.
Silent, personal refl ection

In the name of Christ Jesus we pray, 
Amen

One:

Hear the good news.  We are all God’s instruments of blessing and healing for one 
another.  May we see God’s love in each other and be glad.  Hallelujah!  Amen.

One:

One:

One:
All:

Musical Off ering Into the Deep
Daniel Baldwin 



T H E  W O R D
Mark 5 : 25 - 34  (NRSV)

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and the Word in our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

Sermon

New Testament Reading
25Now there was a woman who had been suff ering from hemorrhages for twelve 
years. 26She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she 
had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. 27She had heard about Jesus, 
and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28for she said, “If I but 
touch his clothes, I will be made well.” 29Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; 
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30Immediately aware 
that power had gone forth from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, 
“Who touched my clothes?” 31And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd 
pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32He looked all around to 
see who had done it. 33But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came 
in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34He 
said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed 
of your disease.”

One:

The Unclean Woman 
by Yongsung Kim



#366, All Creatures of our God and King 
verses 1, 2, 3, & 6

S E N D I N G  O U T  t o  b e  T H E  C H U R C H

Invitation to the Off ering

Off ertory

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:
Note: donations made online are subject to a 4% service charge, paid by us.

Please stand as you are able
Song of Response #607, Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

Amen.

Sending Hymn

Benediction
Postlude Fanfare (from Water Music)

G.F. Handel

Julia Marquez will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Community Response to the Sermon

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper
Prayer of Thanksgiving

One:  The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One:  Eat and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Holy Meal
Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.

Communion Music #727 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant


