
Asian American expereince the topic of next 
book group discussion, p.8
Beach Day, Play Day and more
Congregational Life plans fall fun, p. 9

First Church asked to bridge the health care 
divide, host pop-up clinics, p.10
Food Ministry volunteer off ers perspective on 
encampment visits p.11



This Week:
Sunday, September 5
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Family Worship (no Godly Play)
 Joshua Day Marquez preaches
11 am Join us for coff ee, refreshments and
  conversation on the lawn and
 throughout the campus
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
 Volunteers are always welcome—
 gate volunteer especially needed. 
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service

Monday, September 6
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
 New volunteers are always welcome. 
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service
1 pm Worship Planning Team

Tuesday, September 7
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
 New volunteers are always welcome. 

Wednesday, September 8
7 pm Bible Study - The Acts of the Apostles

Thursday, September 9
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
 New volunteers are always welcome.

Friday, September 10
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution
 New volunteers are always welcome.  

Saturday, September 4
7 am Food Ministry morning grocery pick-up
 New volunteers are always welcome.  

Unsure how to volunteer? 
Ask Pastor Matt.8

Asian American Experience is the 
Topic of Book Discussion Group

An in-person book discussion group has been 
scheduled for Thursday, September 16 in the 
Reception Room. Kerry Sherman will lead the 
discussion of Chapters 2 -4 of Cathy Park Hong’s 
collection of essays, “Minor Feelings: An Asian 
American Reckoning.” Each chapter of the book 
is an independent essay, so participation in the 
Chapter 1 discussion group is not required. Copies 
of the book can be obtained in the main corridor. 

Minor Feelings addresses many shared 
experiences Asian Americans and Pacifi c 
Islanders (AAPI) have in the United States. The 
essays touch on topics from racism, immigration, 
cultural norms, family expectations, and 
psychology (to name a few). Contact Kerry 
Sherman if you wish to be added to the group, 
which is open to everyone. 
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This event is planned especially with our youngest 
members in mind but all are invited to come and 
enjoy sidewalk chalk, giant bubbles, an obstacle 
course and kid friendly snacks.  Wear your play 
clothes!

Here is your opportunity to go surfi ng, build a 
sand castle, play in the waves, nap on the beach 
and picnic with your church friends.  You may rent 
surf boards and wetsuits there; we can arrange 
carpooling.  Contact Matthew Inadomi or Pastor 
Matt know if you are planning to come.

Come engage in directed conversations about 
faith, participate in a community art project and 
taste a few appetizers and a glass of sangria.  
What a lovely way to spend an afternoon! All 
ages are welcome.

Participate in a community building games, learn 
a new song or two and work in teams to prepare 
liturgy for Advent Worship services.  We might 
also make stone soup - if you don’t know what 
that is, come and fi nd out.  

Have Fun This Fall With Congregational Life Activities
by Julia Marquez, Chair, Congregational Life Committee

First Church Congregational Life Committee is about welcoming, connecting and building 
a sense of belonging within the congregation through sponsoring church-wide events.  We 
hope the following Fall events will provide opportunities to deepen existing friendships and 
make new friends as we grow as church together. Everyone is welcome to all events.

Beach Day
Saturday, September 25, 9 pm
Church Front Lawn

Playtime!
Saturday, September 11, 3 pm
Church Front Lawn

Working on Worship
Saturday, November 6, 3 pm
Marquez Family Home

Art & Conversation
Sunday, October 17, 3 pm
Prinz Family Backyard
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by Chris Weber

The Vituity Care Foundation, established 
by physicians with Vituity Health Care, is 
committed to bridging the health care divide 
in the US. The Foundation is interested in 
partnering with First Church to provide 
“pop-up clinics” on the church’s front lawn, 
intended to serve those who do not have 
access to a doctor’s offi  ce. 

“Those who need healthcare services the 
most are often those who cannot aff ord 
it,” said Lillian Bevis, a representative of the 
Foundation. “That is why we began off ering 
pop-up clinics. These clinics provide free 
medical services, vaccination, prescription 
refi lls and other care assistance to a primarily 
homeless clientele.”

The model for these pop-up clinics began 
in Los Angeles’s Skid Row (pictured). Each 
clinic consists of fi ve physicians, and 15-20 
medical volunteers, in addition to community 
volunteers who assist with forms, set-up and 

other needs. On a busy day in Los Angeles, 
a pop-clinic has served up to 350 patients in 
just three hours. 

“The First Church location is pretty ideal. It is 
very accessible, on a major thoroughfare and 
not far from several un-housed communities,” 
said Lillian. “Among the services we will off er 
are COVID vaccinations and fl u shots, both of 
which are needed right now.” 

The Foundation has inquired with First 
Church about providing pop-clinics just one 
day each month, September – December. 
If approved, the foundation also requests 
the presence of some volunteers from the 
Church to assist with both site logistics and 
patient care. Pop-up clinics may be scheduled 
to coincide with Food Ministry service dates. 
This special use of the church’s front lawn 
will be considered by both the Food Minstry 
Team and Buildings & Grounds Committee, 
before being recommended to Session. 

Can First Church Help Bridge the Health Care Divide?
Pop-Up Clinics Proposed For Broadway Lawn
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Food Ministry Weekly Report
by Lexine Alpert

This past Monday, we gave out 68 meals 
consisting of lamb stew over rice, veggies, salads, 
and desserts.  We decided to try a diff erent route 
and headed to the west side of Lake Merritt 
to distribute meals.  There we found several 
individuals as well as small encampments and 
were able to distribute the meals which were 
gladly received.  

We continued to head southeast into East 
Oakland and stopped at Clinton Park which was 
fi lled with non-English speaking Asians living in 
cardboard box structures.  We fed around 15 
people at the park and then moved on to 12th 
Avenue.  There was a small encampment fi lled 
with several tiny homes and when the word 
got out that we had hot meals, about 16 people 
came out to be fed.  At this camp, I came across 
a young girl.  It turns out Virginia is 18 years old 
and was well known by the others in the camp.  I 
tried to approach her to make sure she felt safe 
and was not being “used” by anyone in the camp, 
and, although rarely speaking, did reassure me 
that she was there of her own choosing.  

Thank you for your continued support of our 
homeless population.  Some days it seems futile, 
in that we are only doing band aid work, but for 
those we feed, it means getting through their 
hungry for that day.  

Where was God During Lock-Down? 
Congregation’s Photos Show Unique 
Perspectives

Twenty-six framed photos adorn the perimeter 
of the Reception Room, each off ering a unique 
perspective on a common experience: lock-
down. The congregation was asked to submit 
photos that showed where they found God’s 
presence during the diffi  cult months of the 
pandemic. The responses range from images of 
nature and solitude, to family gatherings, and 
children at play. 

“I submitted photos of my grandchildren,” 
said Di Pagel, photo above. “I fi nd children to 
be a gift – it’s a blessing to be around children. 
I have a particular fondness for photos of my 
grandchildren that show them unposed, acting 
the way children do without being prompted. In 
one of my photos, the children are contemplating 
the beauty of nature. I wonder what they are 
thinking, and it reminds me of my own childhood, 
and times when I would do the same thing.”

The exhibit will be in stages, with new photos 
added in October. Anyone wishing to submit an 
entry may send images to Pastor Matt.



Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
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First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay                 

Silicon Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale

This place was made with you in mind!

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 
Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Julia Marquez, Lexine Alpert & 
Chris Weber
Copy editing by Matt Prinz
Photos by Lexine Alpert, Di Pagel & Chris Weber.

Coming up
• Godly Play: the Ark & the Flood
 Sunday, September 5
• Labor Day, Campus Closed
         Monday, September 6
• State Special Election Days
       Alameda County voting precinct set-up at   
       First Church (accesible, multi-day voting)
 Saturday, September 11 - Tuesday, 
 September 14
• Playtime!
 Saturday, September 11 (lawn)
• Minor Feelings Book Club (chapter two)
 Thursday, September 16, 6:30



The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt van Rijn, The Hermitage



Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corners at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can 

be used by children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship 

with families to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during 

Passing of the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Music Director:  Aaron Nee

Preaching: Joshua Day Marquez
Liturgists: Elizabeth Goodwin, Alessandra Mohar

Written Liturgy: Di Pagel, Julia Marquez, Rev. Matt Prinz
Head Usher:  Matthew Inadomi

Communion Preparation: Diane Hill, Judy Rowan
Streaming, Recording & Web Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 

Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay
Flowers: Bill Coburn

Fellowship Refreshments: -

Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

• If you have not received a vaccine yet, please consider getting one. 
• While you are indoors, please continue to wear a mask, even while singing. Worship leaders will not wear 

masks. 
• Please continue to social distance - you may sit close to friends if you are invited to do so. Sit only in pews with 

cushions. 
• Greetings with touch can be nice - but check that it’s okay fi rst. 
• Worship leaders will provide special instructions for Passing the Peace and Communion (when it is served). 
• Refreshments will be served outdoors on the lawn following the service. 
• The Sanctuary, Session Room, Reception Room and Courtyard will all remain open following the service for 

you to spread out and enjoy conversation. 

Help us keep everyone comfortable as we get used to worshipping in person

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P

W E L C O M E  &  G A T H E R I N G  P R A Y E R

One:  Sing a joyful song to the Lord, all peoples of the earth!
 Serve Love with a glad heart! Join hands in the great Dance of Life!
 For Love is of God, and lives in your heart forever,
 With faith, truth, and joy, now and in all that is to come.
 Alleluia, Amen!

P R E L U D E

H Y M N  :  1 5 7
Please stand as you are able

I Danced in the Morning
verses 1, 2, 3 & 5 

Pièce Modale No. 1
Jean Langlais

One: 11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to 
 his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
 divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he 
 had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
 living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
 country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
 citizens of that country, who sent him to his fi elds to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly 
 have fi lled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 
 anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 
 have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go 
 to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
 you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
 hands.”’ 20So he set off  and went to his father. But while he was still far off , his father 
 saw him and was fi lled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
 him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 
 I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
 bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his fi nger and sandals 
 on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this 
 son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
 celebrate.

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and the Word in our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

T H E  W O R D Luke 15 : 11-24  (KJV)



A S S U R A N C E  o f  G O D ’ S  G R A C E
Please stand as you are able

Song of Response Hymn : 582     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
(sing verse 1 two times)

P A S S I N G  t h e  P E A C E
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Assurance of Pardon

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen!
(repeat one time)

C A L L  t o  C O N F E S S I O N
One:   Like the prodigal son, we have wandered far from home and laid waste to our planet, 
 conforming to a society that has destroyed the land, the trees and the creatures 
 of this world, pouring pollutants into the water and air, and treating both people 
 and the planet as disposable.  Creator God, help us to make changes in our own lives 
 so that we may live more gently and loving on the earth, and work toward a society 
 marked by generosity, justice, and love. Like the prodigal son, may we remember 
 who we truly are – created in love, created for love – love for ourselves and our 
 neighbor, love for the natural word and love for you – and begin the journey home.

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer

One: In the name Jesus Christ we pray
All: Amen

One:   Hear the good news:  Our divine father and mother, is a God of compassion.  When 
 we are lost, God will go anywhere to fi nd us and bring us home.  
 Thanks be to God.  Amen.



P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns

Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like the pastor, deacons or congregation to remember you or 
someone you know in prayer.You can place the card in the off ering plate during The Off ering. 

Pastoral Prayer
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
  Amen.

T H E  W O R D

S E R M O N Joshua Day Marquez

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

Luke 15 : 11-24  
A retelling by Alessandra Mohar

T H E  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R
Invitation to the table
Prayer of Thanksgiving
One:  The bread of heaven is here, leading us into life.
All:  We draw strength from the bread of life.
One:  The cup of blessing is at hand, bringing us salvation.
All:  We fi nd life in the cup of salvation.
One: E at and drink, for Christ is here, off ering us eternal life.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Words of Institution

Sharing the Holy Meal
Please come forward as the ushers allow. Communion is alcohol and gluten free.
Instructions will be provided for social distancing. 

Communion Music Let Us Break Bread Together on Our Knees
Sung by Dorrie Dodge & Alessandra Mohar



H Y M N  :  6 4 9 
Please stand as you are able

Amazing Grace

P O S T L U D E

B E N E D I C T I O N

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E

T H E  O F F E R I N G
Invitation

Off ertory

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 
You may also make a donation by using this QR code on your smart phone:

Please stand as you are able
Song of Response Hymn : 607     Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

Amen.

We Owe Thee Thankfulness and Praise (from Salem Sonata)
Dan Locklair


