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This Week:
Sunday, August 22
9 am Worship leader preparation 
10 am Worship, Pastor Matt preaches
 Godly Play: The Creation Story (recap)
11 am Join us for coff ee, refreshments and
  conversation on the lawn and
 throughout the campus
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in 
 the kitchen, led by Bill Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of
 sack lunches given out on Sundays
 and preparation for Monday’s meal
 Volunteers are always welcome—
 gate volunteer especially needed. 
12:30  Food Ministry Lunch Service
Monday, August 23
10 am Food Ministry lunch prep starts
 New volunteers are always welcome. 
12 pm Food Ministry lunch service
1 pm Worship Planning Team
Tuesday, August 24
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
 New volunteers are always welcome. 
Wednesday, August 25
7 pm Bible Study - The Acts of the Apostles
Thursday, August 26
11 am Food Not Bombs lunch prep starts
New volunteers are always welcome.
7 pm Buildings & Grounds Committee
Friday, August 27
12 pm ReCares equipment distribution
 New volunteers are always welcome.  
Saturday, August 28
7 am Food Ministry morning grocery pick-up
 New volunteers are always welcome.  

Unsure how to volunteer? Ask Pastor Matt.
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First Church Elders met in Session on Tuesday, 
August 27 at 7 pm on Zoom. A recent tradition 
has been started by Pastor Matt to request that 
the elders report where they see God working in 
the life of the church community. Elders shared 
experiences they’ve had with Food Ministry 
guests, with Faith in Action visitors, and on the 
Worship Committee, among others. 

Sixty-three people received the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper on August 15; others participated in 
the service at home, on Zoom. Pastor Matt reported 
that he is meeting with four elders each month, in 
addition to meeting with visitors and new, regular 
worship attenders. 

No new action items were brought to Session, 
but several reports were provided. Erick 
Bevington reported that Buildings & Grounds 
is considering ways to expand Early Head Start 
Preschool’s campus (which is a tenant space, 
here) and is preparing to install an automated 
gate at 27th Street. Linda Carter, chair of the 
Finance Committee, reported that the church 
has received grant funds from Presbytery for 
operations, and for the pastor’s discretionary 
use. A large bequest from a deceased member 
was also recently received, and the Finance 
Committee will be proposing appropriate use for 
the funds at a future meeting. Also reporting for 
Worship & Music, Linda discussed a proposal for 
improving the sanctuary’s audio system. 

The Pastor Nominating Committee reported 
that it is considering scheduling Pastor Matt’s 
installation on November 14. Building the Beloved 
Community is considering a September 22 event, 
focused on life with disability (more information 
to come). Session will meet again September 21, 
on Zoom.

Bequests, Installations, Gates & 
Disability: Elders Report Committee 
Progress
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Over the past year 
or so I have served 
as moderator of the 
Deacons.  As noted 
in last week’s Temple 
Tidings article, I 
have stepped down 
as moderator, and 
Judy Rowan will 

Prayer, Care and Generosity Defi ne Deacons’ Ministry

take my place.  My role as moderator allowed 
me to gain insights about the Deacons’ good 
work which I thought I’d share.

The Book of Order charges the Board of 
Deacons to give “compassion, witness and 
service... with the poor, the hungry, the sick, 
the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those 
burdened by unjust policies or structures 
or anyone in distress” (G-2.0201). More 
specifi cally Deacons may be assigned to care 
for members of the congregation in need, 
handle educational tasks, cultivate liberality 
in giving, collect and disburse monies to 
specifi c persons or causes, oversee the 
building and property,  and assist with 
Communion (G-2.0202). 

Using the Book of Order’s wide range of 
service activities as a starting point, our Board 
of Deacons considered the particular needs 
of our congregation to determine how to 
focus its energies.  The Board decided that 
helping members of the congregation (and 
even those connected to the church, but 
not received as members) feel connected 
and cared for seemed particularly important 
during this time of pandemic-related isolation.

Each of the eight current Deacons has been 
assigned to a parish of approximately 10 
families.  Deacons reach out to members 
of their parish by emails, phone calls, 
texts, cards, or in-person visits. Building 
relationships results in knowing the prayer 
needs of our members.  Deacons pray for 
parish members individually and also bring 
particular concerns to the monthly deacon 
meeting.  Occasionally we have used candles 
as a way to express prayer needs. First 
Church has a Deacons Fund, 100% fi nanced by 
the congregation’s generosity.  Deacons are 
entrusted to distribute from this fund to help 
those in distress in our congregation. Our 
Deacons take this charge very seriously. All 
disbursement is determined by a consensus 
of the Board after careful consideration, as 
well as honoring the confi dentiality of the 
request.

Deacons meetings include both logistical 
matters such as communion set up as well 
as how to address the particular needs of 
members.  Our meetings have also included 
mutual encouragement and training on how 
to be an eff ective deacon.  

I hope this article demystifi es who the 
Deacons are and what they do.  Know that 
if you are a regular part of our congregation, 
your deacon is praying for you and has your 
concerns at heart.  If you are new to our 
congregation and would like to be assigned a 
deacon, please contact Judy Rowan, the new 
moderator or Pastor Matt. 

By Julia Marquez
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By Bill Coburn

Today, Monday, the program distributed 150 
boxes of marinated chicken in a yoghurt, cream 
sauce, with mushrooms and caulifl ower over 
basmati rice, fruit salad, green salad, and coleslaw, 
some pastries and desserts. Lots of food items and 
clothing was distributed at the gate.  We thank 
our teams who prepared these items, our Monday 
team of Teri, Raphael, Devon, Bonnie, Connie, Jan, 
Laura, Victor, several other Temple members, and 
the distribution team who came early and helped 
with packing desserts into the takeout lunches.

Sunday, the team prepared 150 steak and tomato 
and lettuce sandwiches, chips, boiled eggs, 
peaches and desserts. Additionally, food prep was 
done for the Monday meal, chicken, prepared and 
marinated, caulifl ower prepared, and the green 
salad prepared. We thank, Ann, Penny, Kwong, 
Bonnie, Dorothy, Matt, Bryan, Derrick, Pauline, Ru 

and Victor, for making all that happen. We served 
lots of foods and clothing at the gate, as well.
Melo Sorita and team delivered food to the streets 
on Sunday.

Our Friday/Saturday team gathered foods and 
placed in fridge. The team included this week: 
Rajiv, Devon, Paul, Steve, Bryan and Dorothy. We 
thank Rajiv and Chris for the use of their trucks and 
Dorothy for extra eff orts purchasing containers 
and arranging for access to a wholesale restaurant 
supply house.  

All our foods have come from a variety of sources: 
Whole Foods, Good Eggs, Western Service 
Workers, the Richmond Family, Food of God, and 
Food Not Bombs. We received several donations 
of clothing, which were distributed. We also 
distributed groceries to Presbyterian Homes in 
Berkeley and ECAP.

Volunteers, Generosity, Welcome & Work:
The Food Ministry Weekly Report
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Elders
Erick Bevington, Linda Carter, 
Gay Plair Cobb, Dorothy Dugger, Anna Lisa Fear, 
Cassandra Flipper, Henry Gardner, Suzie Inadomi 

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Matt Prinz, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Diane Hill, 
Chris Kovach, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Judy Rowan, Carol Zell 

Church Staff 
Rev. Matt Prinz, Pastor
  matt@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours: Mon-Th, 8 am - 4 pm
Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@aaronnee.com
  510.488.3804
Chris Weber, Interim Facility Manager
  chris@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  805.234.5631
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
Joan Clerk, Bookkeeper
  joan@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805
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First Church is proud to support its 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:
• Cantare Con Vivo
• College Awareness
• Food Not Bombs
• Habitat For Humanity, East Bay                 

Silicon Valley
• Oakland Early Head Start Preschool
• Oakland Gay Men’s Chorus
• Piedmont East Bay Children’s Choirs
• Quinteto Latino
• ReCares
• The Lucy Kinchen Chorale

This place was made with you in mind!

Need Something Printed in 
Temple Tidings? 
The First Church Communications Team meets 
every other week to discuss events and the life of 
the church. If you have a special event coming up, 
contact Pastor Matt, Chris Weber, Shawn Jones or 
Anne Margaret Manay. 
Temple Tidings Contributors This Week
Writing by Bill Coburn, Julia Marquez,Chris Weber
Copy editting by Anne Margaret Manay & 
Dorrie Dodge
Photos by Lexine Alpert, Linda Carter & 
Chris Weber.

Coming up
• Godly Play - Work Day (watercolors!) 

Sunday, August 29
• Netti Deyi Memorial Service
        (Nettie Deyi, pictured, right)
        Friday, August 27, 
 Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries, 
 Chapel of Mission Bells
 13644 San Pablo, Ave, 
 San Pablo, CA 94806
        Viewing at 10 am
       Memorial at 11 am



Conspiracy of the Jews, by James Tissot



Visitors:
• Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like prayer from our pastor and deacons.
• Please also fi ll out a Welcome Card so we can become acquainted with you.
• Need help hearing? Ushers can provide hearing devices to assist you. 
Visiting Parents:
• Ushers can guide you to the nursery for certifi ed childcare for children age three years and younger. 
• You may also make use of the Parent Corner at the rear sanctuary entrance or up front by the font. 
• Children’s worship bags are available in the narthex or from the ushers with materials that can 

be used by children during the worship service.
• On the fi rst Sunday of every month we celebrate communion and children remain in worship 

with families to participate.  
• Godly Play is off ered for children all other Sundays. Children are escorted to Classroom 2 during 

Passing of the Peace and can rejoin their families during Fellowship Time.  

Pastor: Rev. Matt Prinz
Music Director:  Aaron Nee

Liturgist: Jan Busch
Head Usher:  Louise Hill

Godly Play Storyteller: Dorrie Dodge
Godly Play Door Person: Elizabeth Goodwin

Streaming, Recording & Web Support: Diane Hill, Linda Carter, 
Bex Fortin, Shawn Jones & Anne Margaret Manay

Fellowship Refreshments: Cassandra Flipper

Welcome to this time of intergenerational praise and worship

First Presbyterian Church of Oakland is a More Light faith family, 
on a journey toward becoming the Beloved Community. 

We welcome and affi  rm persons of every age, 
national origin, racial and ethnic heritage, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socio-economic status, physical ability and spiritual leaning.

• If you have not received a vaccine yet, please consider getting one. 
• While you are indoors, please continue to wear a mask, even while singing. Worship leaders will not wear 

masks. 
• Please continue to social distance - you may sit close to friends if you are invited to do so. Sit only in pews with 

cushions. 
• Greetings with touch can be nice - but check that it’s okay fi rst. 
• Worship leaders will provide special instructions for Passing the Peace and Communion (when it is served). 
• Refreshments will be served outdoors on the lawn following the service. 
• The Sanctuary, Session Room, Reception Room and Courtyard will all remain open following the service for 

you to spread out and enjoy conversation. 

Help us keep everyone comfortable as we get used to worshipping in person

S E R V I N G  i n  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y



O R D E R  o f  S E R V I C E

C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P

W E L C O M E

One:  Welcome to this holy space where God’s Spirit dwells among us!
All:  We come longing to feel the presence of God.

One:  Open your hearts, for this is a place of prayer and healing.
All:  This is a place of joy and faith.

One:  This is the place for you.
All:  Thanks be to God!

P R E L U D E

G A T H E R I N G  P R A Y E R

H Y M N  :  7 4 1

Please stand as you are able

Guide My Feet
verses 1, 2 & 5

C A L L  t o  C O N F E S S I O N
One: Gracious God, we often forget that you dwell in our hearts.
 We fail to notice that your Holy Spirit is present in our lives at all times.
 In our forgetfulness, we stumble and fall, 
  we turn away from you, we believe in worldly goods instead of your truth.
 Remind us again that you are Spirit and life; you are all we need.
 Help us turn toward your love, your healing, and your truth.
 In the name of one who brings life, we pray.
  Amen

Silent Refl ection
You are invited into a time of silent, personal prayer

One: In the name Jesus Christ we pray
All: Amen

Fantasie
W.A.  Mozart



A S S U R A N C E  o f  G O D ’ S  G R A C E
Please stand as you are able

Song of Response Hymn : 582     Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 
(sing verse 1 two times)

P A S S I N G  t h e  P E A C E
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you. 
One: Let us off er each other a sign of Christ’s peace

Greet those around you with a sign of Christ’s peace.
Children are invited to join leaders by the cloister door to go to Godly Play in Room 2

P R A Y E R S  o f  t h e  P E O P L E
Sharing of joys and concerns

Please fi ll out a Prayer Card if you would like the pastor, deacons or congregation to remember you or 
someone you know in prayer.You can place the card in the off ering plate during The Off ering. 

Pastoral Prayer
One:   While we are a people who believe in the resurrection, there are days when challenges 
 overwhelm us, when evil forces seem to threaten all we do and say. On those days, we rise:
All:   We rise to speak truth to power

One:   We rise to live in God’s righteousness and in right relationship with one another
All:   We rise to share words of peace, wherever our feet take us.

One:   We rise to strengthen our faith in the one who loves us.
All:   We rise to embrace the promises of God, to protect ourselves against all hatred and bitterness.

One:   We rise to pray for one another and for ourselves.
All:   We rise to give thanks.

One:   We rise to boldly proclaim the inclusive love of Christ.
All:   We rise because we are Easter people

Assurance of Pardon

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, 
And to the son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free, 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen!
(repeat one time)



One: 1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
 gathered around him, 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
 defi led hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 
 do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 
 the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and 
 there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, 
 and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
 disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defi led hands?” 
 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,

  This people honors me with their lips,
      but their hearts are far from me;
  7in vain do they worship me,
      teaching human precepts as doctrines.

 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

 9Then he said to them, “You have a fi ne way of rejecting the commandment of God 
 in order to keep your tradition! 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 
 mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ 11But you 
 say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from 
 me is Corban’ (that is, an off ering to God)— 12then you no longer permit doing 
 anything for a father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God through your 
 tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.”

One: For the Word in scripture, the Word made fl esh, and the Word in our hearts
All: Thanks be to God

T H E  W O R D Mark 7: 1 - 13 (NRSV)

S E R M O N Rev. Matt Prinz

R E S P O N S E  t o  t h e  W O R D
Pastor Matt will lead the congregation in refl ection on the reading and sermon. 

H Y M N  :  7 0 2
Please stand as you are able

Christ Be Beside Me



H Y M N  :  4 7 5
Please stand as you are able

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

P O S T L U D E

B E N E D I C T I O N

I N V I T A T I O N  T O  C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E

T H E  O F F E R I N G
Invitation

Off ertory

Donations, Welcome Cards & Prayer Cards can be placed in the off ering plate. 

Please stand as you are able
Song of Response Hymn : 607     Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Prayer of Dedication

Praise God, from whom all blessings fl ow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  

Amen.

Tuba Tune
C.S. Lang


