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Sunday, February 2
8:45 Choir Rehersal
9:30 Worship & Communion Preparation
10:00 Worship, Rev. Yolanda Norton, preaching. 
11:00 Join us for coff ee, refreshments and conversation in the Reception Room. 
 Snacks this week are provided by the Inadomi Family
11:15 Food Ministry lunch preparation in the kitchen, led by Bill & Subashini Coburn. 
 Sunday lunch preparation consists of sack lunches given out on Sundays and    
 preparation for the Monday meal, served in the Fellowship Hall. 
 New volunteers are always welcome. 
11:30 Black History Month Discussion Group in the Reception Room
 Think about musicians, writers, athletes, politicians, scientists and inventors whose   
 work has made an impact on your life. From Thurgood Marshall to Marian Anderson;   
 from Jackie Robinson to Althea Gibson, American history is full of African Americans   
 who have bent the arc of history with talent, creativity, intelligence and skill.

Black History is American History

TV meteorologist, Spencer Christian, will speak on 
February 9. Spencer has published a book titled What 
I Have Learned About God from Decades of Forecasting 
the Weather, an autobiographical account of his life 
and faith. Spencer is known nationwide for his work on 
ABC’s Good Morning America. 

“Blessed Are Those Who DO” will be a discussion 
topic for Oakland Post publisher Paul Cobb on 
February 16. Paul will be joined in discussion with 
Pastor Jeff  Kunkel. Paul has been publisher of The Post, 
Northern California’s largest African-American weekly 
newspaper since 2004. 

A Very Soulful Potluck  
Feb. 23, 11 am Fellowship Hall

Old Testament Scholar and Womanist Studies 
Professor, Rev. Yolanda Norton will preach on 
February 2. Yolanda is also known for creating the 
Beyoncé Mass, a worship service that uses the music 
and personal life of Beyoncé Knowles as a tool for 
empowering conversations about Black Women and 
their relationship to God. 
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Food Ministry Shifts Gears as Mosswood Encampment Closes
Volunteers with the Food Ministry have 
frequently visited the tent encampment at 
Mosswood Park, providing meals and other 
essentials to unhoused residents there.  
Recent eff orts by the City of Oakland, Kaiser 
Permanente and Operation Dignity will close 
that encampment, returning the land to use 
as a public park. 

Operation Dignity will be tasked with 
running a Navigation Center for residents 
of the encampment, an eff ort primarily 
funded by Kaiser. Navagation Centers 
provide temporary housing and a secure 
environment in addition to social services 
that assist residents with fi nding permanent 
housing. First Church’s Food Ministry, which 
is a partnership with volunteers from Temple 
Sinai and others from the community, 
will continue to provide meals at other 
encampments at 23rd and MLK, and on 
Harrison Street. 

Saturday’s food collection eff ort was 
especially bountiful last week, with donations 
coming from Whole Foods, Community 
Foods, Western Service Workers, Alameda 
Arts and Manna From Heaven. Volunteers 
from First Church and the community are 
responsible for collecting these donations. 

Groceries not used for Sunday and Monday 
meals were given away on Monday 
morning, fi lling tables that stretched forty 
feet across Fellowship Hall. In addition to 
groceries, clothing and hygiene products 
were also available. Twenty-one volunteers 
contributed to the Monday eff ort, which is 
led by Bill and Subashini Coburn. 

Music Plays a Part In Food Ministry Hospitality
The piano in Fellowship Hall has been put 
to good use, off ering guests of the Food 
Ministry an opportunity to play music, sing 
and form connections. 

Food Ministry guest, Rodney, has been 
singing and playing piano, with instruction 
provided by Susan, a Monday volunteer. 
With Susan’s help, Rodney’s technique has 
improved, allowing him to bless others in the 
hall who come for meals. 9



How does your faith guide your day-to-day 
life?

My faith is absolutely foundational. It is the 
thing that has allowed me to never succumb to 
adversity – and there has been plenty! I knew 
that God had ideas for my life and that I could 
do or be anything, and not allow anything or 
anyone to diminish my potential.

When I was a young man, I could not attend 
the universities in my home state of Florida 
– no African American had on those days. So, 
I went north and graduated from a better 
school, the University of Illinois and later 
Southern Illionois University. My faith does not 
permit adversity to stop me. And I have made 
a point in my career of clearing away adversity 
that may stop others from reaching their full 
potential.  

Romans 8 is a scripture I think about often, for 
I too am convinced that nothing can separate 
us from the love of God. 

Did your faith steer you into a career in 
public service?

I got into public service because of my early 
involvement in the leadership of the NAACP. I 
have always wanted to be where I could do the 
most good. Public service was a good fi t for 
me. Eventually I became the youngest person 
ever appointed as City Manager for the City of 
Oakland. 

Faith Profi les is a new interview Q & A segment 
of Temple Tidings. February will focus on African 
American voices at First Church. 

FAITH PROFILE:
Henry Gardner Discusses 
Adversity, Public Service & 
Conversations With God

10



About Henry Gardner

Years at First Church:
41 (since 1979)

Hometown:
Jacksonville, Florida

Current Job:
Interim CEO & Executive Director for the

Oakland-Alameda County 
Coliseum Authority 

Favorite hymns:
Blessed Assurance

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Favorite passages from the Bible:
I Corinthians 13

Romans 8

What accomplishments are you most proud of?

I am proud of the work I did in my years 
as Oakland City Manager, particularly with 
recovery from the Loma Prieta Earthquake and 
the ‘91 Firestorm. 

I am also proud of the changes to personnel at 
city hall that I helped institute. When I started 
as city manager, there were only four African 
American employees in city hall who weren’t 
janitors. I’m proud that over my time there, 
that changed signifi cantly. Far more than half of 
the staff  at city hall are women and minorities 
now. That took some considerable eff ort. 

Where in your life do you encounter God 
most often?

I encounter God with daily prayer - I have daily 
conversations with God. I preached about that 
a month ago. The conversation is ongoing. 
Sometimes it is hard to encounter God when 
witnessing so much tragedy around us. I think 
God has given us the tools to make a lot of 
changes in our city and in our world. Why haven’t 
we made changes when we see suff ering? 
Perhaps God is getting impatient with us. 

Where do you see God taking First Church in 
the 2020’s?

We have to be a messenger of the Good News. 
I think we’ve got to become better known. 
Our facility could also be more widely used. I 
would love to see more events happening at 
our church - things that would bring people in 
for a multitude of reasons, not just religious 
services.
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Don Anderson, Seven-time Elder, Celebrated by Family & Friends
By Chris Weber
Don was baptized at First Church in 1933. At 
the time of his death in November, he was 
this church’s longest, continually serving 
member. In an era where church involvement 
feels more and more anachronistic, Don 
remained faithful to this institution and 
positive about its outlook. I admired him 
quite a bit.

Don had a very distinguished career in law 
and public service. He attended Oakland High 
School, UC Berkeley and Hastings School of 
Law. He worked as court appointed counsel 
for inmates at Alcatraz and later as a high-
profi le litigator. He was also a Contra Costa 
County Planning Commissioner. 

Don completed his seventh and fi nal term 
as a ruling elder here last year, supervising 
the annual fundraising pledge drive. With 
his passing, we seem to have come to an 
unintentional milestone, because this year, 
for the fi rst time in our history, there are no 
heterosexual white men serving in elected 
leadership at First Church. Don was a valuable 
link to a diff erent time. I often wondered 
what kept him excited about this place. 
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I got to visit Don with Erick Bevington just a day 
or so before he died. “What’s the latest gossip?” 
he asked from his hospital bed. “How’d we do 
with the pledges?” “The pledges are great, we 
have enough,” I lied, not wanting to tell the 
chair of stewardship that we’d taken a pretty 
big hit with families moving away last year. 
“Would you like to pray?” I asked. He closed his 
eyes and held my hand. 

Mark Fithian used to do quite a good 
impression of “Don at a session meeting” 
which I found hilarious and irreverent. I was 
delighted to hear Tom, Allen and Carol, his 
children, do their own brief versions of that 
impression during the reception that followed 
his memorial. Don’s character seemed to 
overfl ow with optimism and enthusiasm. He 
was pretty good with sarcasm too. 

Don’s memorial was very well attended, a 
good indication of how many people loved 
him. The deacons put out the old, lace table 
cloths that make an appearance at every 
memorial. “It’s like our 21-gun salute,” said 
Rose Mary Richmond. The continuity seemed 
a fi tting tribute. 

Allen Anderson’s eulogy for his father 
included three life lessons (I’m sure there are 
more, but three is a pretty good number). 
“One: There are two sides to every story,” 
Allen quoted his father. “So be objective. Hear 
someone out before making a conclusion.” I 
recalled what a good listener he was. “Two: 
Everyone has their problems, so take what 
you hear from others with a grain of salt. 
Things are not always as they seem.” 

“Three: Be dynamic. Be positive, and put 
your best foot forward, no matter what the 
situation.” I wondered what could possibly 
make Don so positive and enthusiastic while 
lying in a hospital bed with advanced cancer 
and a fairly certain outcome awaiting. 

For someone who attended church his whole 
life, Don didn’t discuss “that Jesus stuff ” a 
whole lot. But he was clearly hooked. He sat 
in the same pew for 86 years. The church 
changed around him and he met that change 
with his “best foot forward.” At his memorial, 
we sang a favorite refrain of his, “Jesus, Jesus, 
Jesus, sweetest name I know, fi lls my every 
longing, keeps me singing as I go.”
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The deacons start their work in 2020 with 
a meeting on February 11 at 7 pm, nine 
deacons, and more than $1,500 in the bank. 
It has been a few years since nine deacons 
have been elected to serve, making the board 
in 2020 the largest in recent memory. The 
predominantly female board (eight women, 
one man) is moderated by Julia Marquez. 

In 2019, the deacons delivered extended 
communion to home bound members, and 
made other home visits. Part of their initial 
work in 2020 will consist of dividing the 
congregation into “parishes,” each with a 
specifi c deacon responsible for care in that 
parish. They work through the church’s 
directory and make sure everyone’s well-being 
is accounted for. “We also try to track down 
new people and make sure they are getting 
plugged in,” said Julia. “Welcome Cards are an 
important part of our work. I sometimes bring 
them to coff ee hour and make new people fi ll 
them out,” she said, smiling.

The congregation supports the deacons’ 
work with a monthly off ering on communion 
Sundays. In the past, the deacons have used 
that fund to help members and friends of the 
congregation with groceries, rent, medical 
bills and other diffi  cult expenses. The deacons 
have individual discretion to give up to $200 
from that fund on their own. Requests larger 
than that warrant discernment and approval 
by the whole group. “We often wondered 
when approving large requests for help 
whether enough would remain for the next 
emergency,” said Rose Mary Richmond, who 

Deacons Prepare for Work in 2020 with New Parish Assignments
is both a deacon and the church’s treasurer. 
“But the congregation has remained faithful 
in giving and we never had to turn down a 
request for help because we didn’t have 
enough. It has been a good reminder to me 
of God’s faithfulness.”

Congregational Prayer Support
The deacons request your continued prayer 
and support for:
Lucy Kinchen, who is in the care of her 
daughter Lori and home care-givers.
Marrian Kerr, who is in the care of her 
daughter in Tracy.
Gwendolyn Buchhholz, who lives with a 
caregiver in Danville.
Dr. Jim & Paulette Eggert, who remain home 
in Lafayette.
Karen Eliadis, for pain, ongoing medical 
exploration

Other Prayer Support
Please keep the following eff orts supported 
with your prayer, encouragement and 
involvement:
Pastor Nominating Committee, for 
discernment, perseverance and faithfulness
Food Ministry, for resources, perseverance, 
compassion, enthusiasm
Children & Youth at First Church, for safety, 
spiritual growth, developing relationships 
with Christ & each other.

New Address? Stay Connected
Keep your address updated with the deacons. 
Contact Julia Marquez if your address has 
changed. 14



Elders
Erick Bevington, Facilities, Finance
Linda Carter, Finance, Worship & Music
Gay Plair Cobb, Mission & Social Justice
Dorrie Dodge, Building the Beloved Community, 
More Light, Godly Play
Dorothy Dugger, Food Ministry Visioning
Karen Eliadis, Outreach
Anna Lisa Fear, Personnel
Chris Weber, Worship & Music, Facilities

Session Offi  cers
Rev. Lauren Gully, Moderator
Anne Margaret Manay, Clerk
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer

Deacons
Pauline Ahanotu, Martha Bauman, Jan Busch, 
Diane Hill, Victor Njii, Lorraine Provost, 
Rose Mary Richmond, Marilyn Williams
Julia Marquez, Moderator

Church Staff 
Rev. Jeff  Kunkel, Interim Pastor
  pastor@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3812
  Offi  ce Hours:
  Mon & Tues, 10:30 am - 4 pm
  Weds & Thurs, by appoint. 
Dr. Aaron Nee, Director of Music & Organist
  aaron@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3804
  Offi  ce Hours:
  Tues & Weds, 9 am - 12 pm
Elise Chan, Interim Director of Operations
  elise@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3810
  Offi  ce Hours:
  Mon - Thurs, 9 am - 4 pm
Gus Lopez, Head Custodian
  510.290.9677
  Mon - Friday, 8 am - 6 pm
Rose Mary Richmond, Treasurer, offi  ce volunteer
  rosemary@fi rstchurchoakland.org
  510.488.3805

Coming up
• Food Ministry: Every Monday, 11 - 1 pm
• Session: Tues, Feb 4, 7 pm
• Choir Rehearsal: Sat, Feb 8, 10 - 12 pm
• Youth Connection: Sun, Feb 9, 10 - 11 am
• Deacons: Tues, Feb 11, 7 pm
• Church Offi  cers Retreat (elders & deacons): 

Sat, Feb 15, 9 -3 pm
• Gardening Day: Sat, Feb 24, 9 - 12 pm
• Ash Wednesday Worship: Feb 26, 7 pm
• Queer Lent: Every Sunday, Mar 1 -29, 12 pm

Fellowship Hour Needs Volunteers
Each week, volunteers are needed to bring 
treats for home for the congregation to 
enjoy. Coff ee and tea are provided by the 
church. Help is also needed with washing 
table cloths used on Sunday mornings. 
Please see Amy Jacoby if you can help.

Cindy Whalen, Steadfast Member, 
Passed Away in Care of Family
Following a years-long struggle with Cancer, 
Cindy Whalen died peacefully on Tuesday, 
Jan 28. She was in hospice care with her 
sisters. Deacons Diane Hill & Louise Hill 
visited with her on her fi nal day. 
Additional information will be provided as 
becomes available. 15




